
This meeting is open to all members of the public under Michigan’s Open Meetings Act. 
Persons with disabilities who need accommodations to participate in this meeting should contact the Township Clerk’s Office at 517-546-2817 

at least two (2) business days prior to the meeting. 
 

HOWELL TOWNSHIP BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING 

3525 Byron Road 
Howell, MI 48855 

July 13, 2026 
6:30 pm 

  
1. Call to Order    

  
2. Roll Call:   (  )  Rob Spaulding        (  )  Matt Counts           

  (  )  Sue Daus           (  )  Tim Boal 
(  )  Jonathan Hohenstein       (  )  Jodi Fulton 
      (  )  Bob Wilson                       
   

3. Pledge of Allegiance  
  
4. Call to the Board   

 
5. Approval of the Minutes:   

A. Regular Board Meeting June 8, 2026 
 
 

6. Call to the Public   
 

7. Unfinished Business: 
A. Howell-Mason, LLC v. Howell Township – See Addendum 
B. Spring Clean-Up Day Summary 
C. Letter from RRC Member Angela Barbash RE Attorney Review 
 

8. New Business:  
A. Sewer Rate Study – Presentation by Dawn Lund from UFS 
B. Sewer and Water REU Fee Discussion  
C. Township Park Site Plan – Draft Request for Proposal  
D. Human Resources Minutes  
E. Resolution in Recognition of Carol Makushik 
F. Engine Brake Ordinance – Discussion 
G. Township Email Use Policy – Materials to be distributed at the Board Meeting 

 
9. Call to the Public 
 
10.     Reports:   
             A. Supervisor     B. Treasurer         C. Clerk       D. Zoning   
   E. Assessing      F. Fire Authority   G. MHOG    H. Planning Commission                             
              I. ZBA            J. WWTP              K. HAPRA   L. Property Committee  
    M. Park & Recreation Committee   N. Shiawassee River Committee   
             O. Trustee 
 
11.  Disbursements: Regular and Check Register 
 
12.  Adjournment 
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HOWELL TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

3525 Byron Rd. Howell, MI 48855 
June 8, 2026 

6:30 P.M. 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:     MEMBERS ABSENT:  
Robert Spaulding               Supervisor    
Sue Daus                           Clerk                                          
Jonathan Hohenstein         Treasurer    
Matthew Counts                  Trustee                                      
Tim Boal                             Trustee 
Jodi Fulton                          Trustee 
Bob Wilson                         Trustee 
                                                                                           
                                           
Also in Attendance:  
7 people signed in 
Deputy Supervisor Kilpela, M/I Homes representative David Straub. 
 
Supervisor Spaulding called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. The roll was called. Supervisor Spaulding 
requested members rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
CALL TO THE BOARD: 
None 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:  
June 8, 2026 
Motion by Hohenstein, Second by Daus, “To approve the agenda as presented.” Motion carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF BOARD MEETING MINUTES:  
May 11, 2026 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Motion by Daus, Second by Hohenstein, “To approve the Board meeting minutes of May 11th.” Motion 
carried.  
 
May 11, 2026 
2026/2027 BUDGET MEETING MINUTES 
Motion by Hohenstein, Second by Counts, “To accept the Budget meeting minutes from May 11th as 
presented.” Motion carried.  
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC: 
Jeff Smith, 3774 Mason Rd.: Spoke in support on Heritage Square development, and the impact of the 
Land Division Act. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
There was no unfinished business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Heritage Square (M/I Homes) Phase II and III Final PUD Approval 
Treasurer Hohenstein provided an update regarding the development process for Heritage Square, 
including Phases II and III of the M/I Homes project. 
David Straub of M/I Homes provided an update on the Heritage Square development. He reported 
that the model home for Phase I has officially opened and that public response has been positive, 
resulting in early sales. Residents are expected to begin moving into the community later this month. 
Board discussion followed. Mr. Straub answered questions from Board members regarding the 
proposed Phase II and Phase III improvements to the Heritage Square development. Motion by 
Hohenstein, Second by Daus, “To accept phases II and III for Heritage Square with the plans 
dated May 26, 2026 as it meets the conditions set out in Article 27 of the ordinance and all 
conditions set out by the Township Planning Commission.”  Motion carried. 
 

B. Land Division Act Updates and Discussion 
Deputy Supervisor Kilpela requested direction from the Board regarding implementation of the 
amended Land Division Act prior to its effective date of March 2027. He also noted that the Township 
may review and amend its zoning standards if it wishes to allow land division opportunities beyond 
those required by the amended Act. Board members expressed support for continuing the review 
process and receiving additional information regarding the implementation of the amended Land 
Division Act.  
 

C. Human Resources – Staff Pay Discussion 
The Board discussed the Human Resources Committee’s recommendation regarding staff 
compensation for the 2026/2027 budget year. The Committee recommended a 2.8% cost-of-living 
adjustment (COLA) for Township staff. It was noted that new employee Amanda Bonnville is not 
eligible for a wage increase at this time due to her recent hire date. Discussion followed regarding 
whether Deputy Assessor Carol Makushik, a long-term employee who is scheduled to retire in 
September, should be included in the proposed wage increase. Board members agreed that all 
eligible employees, including those nearing retirement, should receive the wage increase. The Board 
then discussed the Township’s retirement contribution of 15%. Concerns were raised regarding how 
this compares to other municipalities and whether it should be reviewed in the future. It was noted 
that further analysis of comparable municipalities and total compensation (wages and benefits) may 
be warranted at a future meeting or through the Human Resources Committee. Motion by Counts, 
Second by Daus, “To accept Howell Township Human Resources Committee recommendation 
for 2026/2027 employee raise discussion Social Security Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) 
for 2026 of 2.8%, motion should apply for all employees who have been employed by the 
Township for more than one year.” Board discussion followed. Motion carried. The Board then 
discussed the redistribution of responsibilities among Township staff of duties previously performed 
by the Deputy Assessor, who is scheduled to retire in September. Motion by Counts, Second by 
Hohenstein, “To accept the HR Committee recommendation to increase Tanya Davidson’s pay 
by $2.00 per hour to compensate for FOIA coordinator and additional duties that were formally 
done by the Deputy Assessor who is retiring in September and to increase Teresa Murrish’s 
pay by $1.00 an hour to accommodate the additional duties that she is taking on that were 
formerly done by the Deputy Assessor who is retiring in September.” Motion carried. 
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D. Resolution – FOIA Coordinator 
Motion by Hohenstein, Second by Daus, “To accept resolution 06.26.563 appointing Tanya 
Davidson as the FOIA coordinator.” Roll call vote: Wilson – yes, Counts – yes, Boal – yes, Daus 
– yes, Fulton – yes, Hohenstein – yes, Spaulding – yes. Motion carried. 

 
E. Pay Increases for 2026/2027 Budget Year  

Supervisor – Motion by Wilson, “To have no pay increase for the Supervisor.” Motion rescinded. 
Motion by Hohenstein, Second by Counts, “To accept the resolution to establish the Supervisor 
salary, Resolution number 06.26.564 for $36,642.00 annual salary as presented.” Roll call vote: 
Fulton – yes, Boal – yes, Wilson – yes, Counts – yes, Hohenstein – yes, Spaulding – yes, Daus – 
yes. Motion carried. 
 
Clerk – Motion by Hohenstein, Second by Daus, “To accept resolution 06.26.565 to establish 
the Clerk’s salary at $36,642.00 as presented.” Roll call vote: Daus – yes, Hohenstein – yes, 
Spaulding – yes, Counts – yes, Boal – yes, Fulton – yes, Wilson – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer – Motion by Hohenstein, Second by Daus, “To accept resolution 06.26.566 to 
establish the Treasurer’s salary at $36,642.00 as presented.” Roll call vote: Spaulding – yes, 
Fulton – yes, Boal – yes, Counts – yes, Daus – yes, Wilson – yes, Hohenstein – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Trustee – Motion by Hohenstein, Second by Fulton, “To accept resolution 06.26.567 to establish 
the salary for Trustee $6,107.00 as presented.” Roll call vote: Hohenstein – yes, Daus – yes, 
Fulton – yes, Spaulding – yes, Counts – yes, Boal – yes, Wilson – yes. Motion carried.  

 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC: 
Dan Bonello, 3531 Warner Rd.: Spoke on the potential impacts that future land divisions and residential 
development may have on water drainage within the Township. 
 
REPORTS: 
 

A. SUPERVISOR: 
Supervisor Spaulding reported that the Township recently held a ZBA training that he found to be 
informative and beneficial. He also informed the Board that the County Planning Department will be 
hosting a "Lunch and Learn" session regarding updates to the Michigan Land Division Act. 
 

B. TREASURER:  
Treasurer Hohenstein reported that the Township's tax bills have received county approval and have 
been submitted for printing and tax bills will be mailed out in early July. 
 

C. CLERK:  
Clerk Daus reported that the Township has received the official Call to Election from the County Clerk 
in preparation for the upcoming August election. She noted that additional election workers are 
needed and encouraged interested individuals to apply or contact the Clerk’s department for 
information. Clerk Daus also reported that permanent ballot applications have been mailed to eligible 
voters. 
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D. ZONING: 
Zoning Administrator Hohenstein reported that the report was included in the meeting packet. 
 

E. ASSESSING: 
See Deputy Supervisor Kilpela reported that his written report was included in the meeting packet. 
He also reported that there has been an increase of requests from third-party companies seeking 
large data extracts from the Township and whether the Township should continue providing these 
extracts at no charge. Board members discussed the matter and expressed support for establishing 
a fee schedule for bulk data requests. The Assessor indicated that he would research comparable 
fees charged by other municipalities and present a recommendation for future Board consideration. 
Deputy Supervisor Kilpela also provided an update regarding ongoing litigation involving Operating 
Engineers. 

 
F. FIRE AUTHORITY: 

Supervisor Spaulding reported that his written report was included in the meeting packet. Discussion 
was held regarding previously raised concerns related to the radios and communication tower. It was 
noted that no updates had been discussed at the most recent meeting. Supervisor Spaulding also 
reported that fire authority is in the process of recruiting a new Chief.  

 
G. MHOG: 

Trustee Counts reported production of 46.9 million gallons of water for the month of April. Updates 
were provided on the cross-country main project.  

 
H. PLANNING COMMISSION: 

Trustee Boal reported that the May Planning Commission meeting was cancelled and a data center 
subcommittee meeting was held. 

 
I. ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS (ZBA): 

No report 
              

J. WWTP: 
Clerk Daus reported that Board approval is required for the purchase of a replacement ferric chloride 
pump for the wastewater treatment plant at a cost of $5,545.00 Motion by Counts, Second by 
Hohenstein, “Approval item 1.10 in the Wastewater Treatment Plant from Kennedy Industries 
in the amount of $5,545.00 for ferric chloride pump.” Motion carried. Discussion followed. 

 
K. HAPRA: 

Clerk Daus reported that a written report was included in the meeting packet. 
 

 
L. PROPERTY COMMITTEE: 

Treasurer Hohenstein reported that there is an interested party for the Marr Road and Oak Grove 
property, and that the Township is awaiting a purchase agreement. 
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M. PARK & RECREATION COMMITTEE:  
Treasurer Hohenstein reported that the Township is working with Spicer on developing an RFP for 
the site plan for the park property and the timeline will depend on the Board’s review and 
consideration process. 

 
N. SHIAWASSEE RIVER COMMITTEE: 

Board discussion was held regarding maintenance of the Shiawassee River. 
 

O. TRUSTEE: 
Trustee Wilson discussed his grievance regarding a prior censure action and requested clarification 
from Trustee Boal. 
Trustee Boal recognized Board members and Township staff for their participation in the Township 
Clean-up Day and thanked them for their time and efforts in supporting the event. 
 

DISBURSEMENTS: REGULAR PAYMENTS AND CHECK REGISTER:  
Motion by Hohenstein, Second by Daus, “To accept the disbursements as presented and any normal 
and customary payments for the month.” Motion carried.   
 
ADJOURNMENT: Motion by Counts, Second by Daus, “To adjourn” Motion carried. The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________________ 
Robert Spaulding, Howell Township Supervisor 

 
          _______________________________ 
          Sue Daus, Howell Township Clerk 

                              
   _______________________________ 

          Tanya Davidson, Recording Secretary 
 
 





 

7B 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7C 



Howell Township Resident Research Committee (RRC) 

Data Center Ordinance Review 

July 7, 2026 

Howell Township Board 

Howell Township Hall 

3525 Byron Rd. 

Howell, MI 48855 

Re: Status of the Data Center Ordinance Review — Request for Board Attention 

Dear Members of the Howell Township Board: 

The Resident Research Committee (RRC) submits this letter for the record ahead of Monday's meeting 

to share the status of the data center ordinance review with the Board and the public, and to 

respectfully ask for the Board's help in moving it forward. 

Since December 2025, the RRC has participated in every Planning Commission and data center 

subcommittee meeting made available to us, submitting reports, research, and drafting feedback on a 

consistent basis. In each instance where we were asked for input on short notice — including a full 

turnaround of revisions to the Carlisle Wortman working draft in under five days — we delivered. 

Our most recent substantive submission — the “Work List & RRC Memo” — was sent to the 

subcommittee on May 14, 2026, following the May 12 meeting. It has now been almost eight weeks 

since that submission, without a subcommittee meeting being held to work through the outstanding 

items it identified. In response to our request for an update, the Township Treasurer confirmed this 

week that legal questions raised at the May 12 meeting were sent to the Township attorney for review, 

and that a response is still pending. 

We understand legal review takes time, and we are not asking the Board to short-circuit that process. 

Our concern is narrower: the items the RRC identified in our May 14 submission — changes the planner 

made in the revised draft that were never included in their memo, and therefore never discussed by the 

subcommittee — are separate from the legal questions currently under review, and they remain 

unaddressed. If the attorney's review concludes and a new draft moves forward without the 

subcommittee first working through this list, the public could be presented with a fully baked ordinance 

with little real opportunity to review or discuss it before adoption. 

We recognize the Board and Township staff are aware of where this process stands — the Treasurer's 

response to us this week makes that clear. We share this update publicly, ahead of Monday's meeting, 

because we believe residents are entitled to the same visibility, and because public attention is one of 

the most effective ways to help keep a stalled review moving. To be clear, the RRC is not the source of 

the delay. We have met every deadline asked of us and not requested any extensions – a significant feat 

for a volunteer resident group. Our request of the Board is simple: encourage the Township attorney to 

complete the pending review promptly, and direct that a subcommittee meeting be scheduled so the 

outstanding items already on the record can be discussed before the next draft is finalized. 



Residents are following this process closely. For the public’s reference, we have attached a timeline of 

the RRC's meetings, submissions, and correspondence since December 2025. 

Thank you for your time and continued attention to this important issue. 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Howell Township Resident Research Committee (RRC) 

Angela Barbash, Co-Chair 

 

 

 
Attachment: RRC Meeting & Submission Timeline (December 2025 – June 2026) 
 







  

 

  

                

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

Howell Township, MI 
Wastewater Financial Projection Study 

June 5, 2026 

Submitted Respectfully by: 
 
Dawn Lund, Vice President 
Utility Financial Solutions, LLC 
dlund@ufsweb.com 
(231) 218-9664 

mailto:dlund@ufsweb.com


 
 

 

 
 

June 5, 2026 
 
 
Jonathan Hohenstein, Township Treasurer 
Howell Township 
3525 Byron Road 
Howell, MI  48855 
 
 
Mr. Hohenstein,  
 

We are pleased to present this executive summary report for a financial projection and rate design study 
completed for the Howell Township Wastewater Department.  This report was prepared to provide the 
utility with a comprehensive examination of its existing financials by an outside party.   
 
The specific purposes of this long-term financial projection and rate study are:   

1) Determine the wastewater utility revenue requirements for fiscal year 2027 
2) Project rate adjustments needed to work toward targeted revenue requirements 
3) Develop retail rates to be implemented in fiscal year 2027 

 
This report includes the results of the financial projection and identifies the future rate track for the 
Wastewater operation.   Specific findings included in this report are:   

1) Projected rate tracks are based on the utility’s ability to work toward three factors listed below: 

 Debt Coverage Ratio 

 Minimum Cash Reserves 

 Optimal Operating Income 
 
 

This report is intended for information and use by management and the Board of Directors for purposes 
stated above and is not intended to be used by anyone except the specified parties.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

Dawn Lund 
 
Utility Financial Solutions, LLC 
Dawn Lund, Vice-President 
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Wastewater Operations 
 
UTILITY REVENUE REQUIREMENTS 
 

Revenue requirements for the Wastewater Department were projected for 2027 based on actual fiscal 
year 2025 and 2026 budget expenses.  Revenues and expenses were analyzed with adjustments made to 
actual expenses to reflect projected operating characteristics and inflation.  The table below summarizes 
the significant assumptions used in the projection.   
 

 
 

Table Two below is a summary of the financial projection for the period 2026-2030. The Wastewater 
Department has a projected cash flow from operations of $166,492 in 2026 and decreases to $47,958 by 
2030.   The cash balance is projected at $1.3 million by 2030.   Staff would like the study to produce 
about $175,000 in cash flow from operations for a repair and replacement account.  
   

Table Two – Financial Projection Summary (Without Rate Adjustments)   
 

 
 

1. The five-year capital improvement plan was provided by the Utility. 
2. Staff would like the study to produce about $175,000 in cash flow from operations for a repair and 

replacement account. 
3. Financial projections should be updated during the budgeting process each year. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Projected      

2026

Projected      

2027

Projected      

2028

Projected      

2029

Projected      

2030

Inflation Rate 2.90% 2.90% 2.90% 2.90% 2.90%

Growth 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

Investment Income 2.5% 2.5% 0.5% 0.5% 0.5%

Fiscal 

Year

Projected Rate 

Adjustments

Projected 

Revenues

Projected 

Expenses

Cash Flow 

from 

Operations

Projected 

Cash 

Balances

Capital 

Improvements Bond Issues

Debt 

Coverage 

Ratio

2026 0.0% 1,064,595$     961,189$         166,492$        925,150$        169,651$            -$                 n/a

2027 0.0% 1,066,595       983,263          144,389          1,069,539       174,571              -                   n/a

2028 0.0% 1,068,635       1,005,978        100,871          1,170,410       179,634              -                   n/a

2029 0.0% 1,070,716       1,029,351        74,873            1,245,283       184,843              -                   n/a

2030 0.0% 1,072,838       1,053,402        47,958            1,293,241       190,204              -                   n/a

Minimum Target 2026 604,712$        1.25/1.45

Minimum Target 2030 790,039$        1.25/1.45
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Wastewater Operations 

 
PROJECTED CASH FLOW 
 

Table Three is the projected cash flow for 2026-2030, including projections of capital improvements as 
provided by the Utility.  Changes in the capital improvement plan can greatly affect the cash balance and 
minimum cash reserve target.  The projected cash balance for 2026 is $925,150 and $1.3 million in 2030.  
The minimum the utility should hold over the projection period is approximately $746,000.   
 
 

Table Three – Projected Cash Flow (Without Rate Adjustments) 
 

 
 

Projected Cash Balances meet targeted minimums throughout the projection period. 

 

  

Projected Cash Flows

Projected      

2026

Projected      

2027

Projected      

2028

Projected      

2029

Projected      

2030

Add Net Income 136,144$      118,960$      80,505$       59,716$       38,162$        

Add Back Depreciation Expense 200,000       200,000       200,000       200,000       200,000        

Subtract Debt Principal -              -              -              -              -               

Add Bond Sale Proceeds -              -              -              -              -               

Cash Available from Operations 336,144$      318,960$      280,505$      259,716$      238,162$      

Estimated Annual Capital Additions         169,651         174,571         179,634         184,843         190,204 

Net Cash From Operations 166,492$      144,389$      100,871$      74,873$       47,958$        

Beginning Cash Balance 758,658       925,150       1,069,539     1,170,410     1,245,283     

Ending Cash Balance 925,150$      1,069,539$   1,170,410$   1,245,283$   1,293,241$   

Total Cash Available 925,150$      1,069,539$   1,170,410$   1,245,283$   1,293,241$   

Targeted Minimum 604,712$      773,091$      778,580$      784,227$      790,039$      
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Wastewater Operations 
 

FINANCIAL TARGETS 

When evaluating rates to charge customers, three factors must be considered: 

1. Debt Coverage Ratio 
2. Minimum Cash Reserves 
3. Optimal Net Income 

 

Each of these factors is discussed below: 

 
Debt Coverage Ratio - The minimum targeted debt coverage ratio for revenue bonds is typically 1.25 with 
prudent financial planning target of 1.45.  Maintaining a 1.45 debt coverage ratio is good business practice 
and would help to achieve the following: 

 Helps to ensure adequate funds are available to meet debt service payments in years when sales 
are low due to cold or wet summers or loss of a major customer(s). 

 Obtain higher bond rating, if revenue bonds are sold in the future, to lower interest cost. 
   

The Utility’s wastewater department currently does not hold any debt.   
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Wastewater Operations 
 
Minimum Cash Reserve Target – Table Four is the minimum level of cash reserves required to help ensure 
timely replacement of assets and to provide financial stability of the wastewater utility.  The methodology 
used to establish this minimum is based on certain assumptions related to a percentage of operating 
expense, historical investment, capital improvements, and debt service to be kept in cash reserves.  
Minimum cash reserve attempts to quantify the minimum amount of cash the utility should keep in 
reserve and is considered at critical levels if cash approaches this minimum.   
 
Actual cash reserves may vary substantially above the minimum and are dependent on the life cycle of 
assets that are currently in service.  If a minimum cash reserve policy is established, and the utility’s cash 
balance falls below the established amount, it should require the Board to take action to rebuild cash.  The 
typical action includes a rate increase or the consideration of a bond issuance for extra ordinary capital.  
Based on these assumptions, the Wastewater Department should maintain a minimum of approximately 
$746,000 in cash reserves. 

 
Table Four – Minimum Cash Reserves 

 

 
 

Cash reserves meet the minimum targets throughout the projection period. 

Notes: 
1. Operation and maintenance expenses exclude depreciation expense. 
2. Rate base is historical investment in plant and equipment. 
3. Five-year capital is projected capital improvements for the next five years and excludes capital 

improvements funded through debt issuances. 
 

 

  

Percent 

Allocated

Projected      

2026

Projected      

2027

Projected      

2028

Projected      

2029

Projected      

2030

Operation & Maintenance Less Depreciation Expense 12.3% 93,626$       96,341$       99,135$       102,010$      104,969$      

Historical Rate Base 2% 326,091       491,756       494,450       497,223       500,076        

Five Year Capital Improvements - Net of bond proceeds 20% 184,994       184,994       184,994       184,994       184,994        

Targeteded Minimum Cash Reserve Levels 604,712$      773,091$      778,580$      784,227$      790,039$      

Projected Cash Reserves 925,150$      1,069,539$   1,170,410$   1,245,283$   1,293,241$   
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Wastewater Operations 
 
 
Optimal operating income targets - The optimal target for setting rates is the establishment of a target 
operating income to help ensure the following: 

1) Funding of Interest Expense on the outstanding principal on debt.  Interest expense is 
below the operating income line and needs to be recouped through the operating 
income balance.   

2) Funding the inflationary increase on the assets invested in the system.  The inflation on 
the replacement of assets invested in the utility should be recouped through the 
Operating Income 

3) Adequate rate of return on investment to help ensure current customers are paying 
their fair share of the use of the infrastructure and not deferring the charge to future 
generations. 

 

As improvements are made to the system, the optimal operating income target will increase unless annual 
depreciation expense is greater than yearly capital improvements.  The target established for the system 
is approximately $1.05 million.   

 

Table Five – Optimal Operating Income Targets Compared to Projected  

           

 

Projected Operating Income is below optimal targeted levels throughout the projection. 
 

  

Percent 

Allocated

Projected      

2026

Projected      

2027

Projected      

2028

Projected      

2029

Projected      

2030

System Equity 5.3% 1,043,492     1,049,079     1,054,827     1,060,742     1,066,828     

Target Operating Income 1,043,492$   1,049,079$   1,054,827$   1,060,742$   1,066,828$   

Projected Adjusted Operating Income 103,406$      83,331$       62,657$       41,364$       19,436$        

Rate of Return in % 5.3% 5.4% 5.4% 5.4% 5.5%
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Wastewater Operations 

 
SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL POSITION 
 

PROPOSED RATE TRACK 

Increasing rates require balancing the financial health of the utility with the financial impact on customers.  
Table Six below is the five-year financial projection with projected rate increases of 3.5% in 2027-2030.  
With this projected rate track the cash from operations stabilizes over the period and is projected to 
produce $175,000 for a repair and replacement account as requested by staff.  The rate track should be 
reviewed as part of the annual budget process to ensure it is adequate as costs and revenues may vary 
from projections. 
 

Table Six – Financial Projection Summary (With Rate Adjustments) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fiscal 

Year

Projected Rate 

Adjustments

Projected 

Revenues

Projected 

Expenses

Cash Flow 

from 

Operations

Projected 

Cash 

Balances

Capital 

Improvements Bond Issues

Debt 

Coverage 

Ratio

2026 0.0% 1,064,595$     961,189$         166,492$        925,150$        169,651$            -$                 n/a

2027 3.5% 1,099,306       983,263          177,100          1,102,250       174,571              -                   n/a

2028 3.5% 1,135,201       1,005,978        167,601          1,269,851       179,634              -                   n/a

2029 3.5% 1,172,323       1,029,351        176,978          1,446,828       184,843              -                   n/a

2030 3.5% 1,210,712       1,053,402        186,840          1,633,669       190,204              -                   n/a

Minimum Target 2026 604,712$        1.25/1.45

Minimum Target 2030 790,039$        1.25/1.45
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Wastewater Operations 

 
SIGNIFICANT ASSUMPTIONS 

 

This section outlines the procedures used to develop the cost of service and rate design for the 
Wastewater Utility and the related significant assumptions. 
 
Forecasted Operating Expenses 
Forecasted expenses were based on 2025 actual and budget 2026 adjusted for inflation.   
 
Inflation 
Inflation was assumed at 2.9% 2026-2030. 
 
Interest Income 
Interest income was forecasted based on projected cash balances and an interest rate of 2.5% in 2026-
2027 and 0.5% 2028-2030. 
 

Capital Improvements  
The capital improvement projections were provided by the utility.  Projections for 2026-2030 are listed 
below: 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Year 

Projected 

Capital 

Improvement 

2026 169,651$      

2027 174,571        

2028 179,634        

2029 184,843        

2030 190,204        
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Wastewater Operations 

WASTEWATER OPERATION FINDINGS 
 

For the Howell Township’s wastewater operations to maintain long-term financial targets, rate 
increases should be considered.  Below is a summary of the financial projection with proposed 
inflationary-type  rate adjustments of 3.5% in 2027-2030.  The rate track was set to stabilize 
cash flow from operations.  The rate track should be reviewed as part of the annual budget process 
as costs and revenues may vary from projections.    

  

 
 
 
A Cash Reserve Policy should be considered and updated each year with the budget process based 
on the formula below.  Minimum cash reserve attempts to quantify the minimum amount of cash 
the utility should keep in reserve and is considered at critical levels if cash approaches this 
minimum.  Actual cash reserves may vary substantially above the minimum and are dependent on 
the life cycle of assets that are currently in service.  
  

 
 

Fiscal 

Year

Projected Rate 

Adjustments

Projected 

Revenues

Projected 

Expenses

Cash Flow 

from 

Operations

Projected 

Cash 

Balances

Capital 

Improvements Bond Issues

Debt 

Coverage 

Ratio

2026 0.0% 1,064,595$     961,189$         166,492$        925,150$        169,651$            -$                 n/a

2027 3.5% 1,099,306       983,263          177,100          1,102,250       174,571              -                   n/a

2028 3.5% 1,135,201       1,005,978        167,601          1,269,851       179,634              -                   n/a

2029 3.5% 1,172,323       1,029,351        176,978          1,446,828       184,843              -                   n/a

2030 3.5% 1,210,712       1,053,402        186,840          1,633,669       190,204              -                   n/a

Minimum Target 2026 604,712$        1.25/1.45

Minimum Target 2030 790,039$        1.25/1.45
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RATE DESIGN AND IMPACTS 

Wastewater Department 3.5% - 2027-2030 Proposed Rates 

 

The financial projection should be updated each year with the budget process to 

help ensure the proposed rates are on-track. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current  

Charges

 

Proposed 

2027 

 

Proposed 

2028 

 

Proposed 

2029 

 

Proposed 

2030 

With Meter 25.69$       26.50$   27.50$   28.50$   29.50$   

Consumption 9.00           9.32      9.65      9.98      10.33    

Avg Bill (5,000 gallons) 70.69$       73.10$   75.73$   78.42$   81.16$   

$ Increase Monthly Bill 2.41$    2.63$    2.69$    2.74$    

3.4% 3.6% 3.7% 3.6%

Phase-In

No Meter 36.00$       46.50$   57.84$   69.89$   81.16$   

Equiv units 1.15           2.15      3.15      4.15      5.00      

$ Increase Monthly Bill 10.50$   11.35$   12.05$   11.28$   





Howell Township 
Sewer and Water Fees 

 
 
June 4, 2026 
 
Howell Township charges the following fees before a property can connect to the Township’s sewer 
and/or water systems: 
 
Sewer:        
Purchase REU – District Dependent (if not already paid by a special assessment)    
Connection Fee – $5,000 (set by Township Board annually)   
        
Water: 
Purchase REU - District Dependent (if not already paid by a special assessment) 
Connection Fee - $5,000 (set by Township Board annually) 
MHOG Connection Fee - $3,500 (if usage was not already planned) 
Meter Horn Package Fees – Set by MHOG (dependent on meter size) 
 
In 2020 Township staff reviewed all of the sewer and water districts that were paid off and calculated 
what the REU fees would be and the Township has been charging the same flat rate for those districts 
ever since.  For districts #8 and #11, we continue to apply the CPI to the original assessment costs.  2024 
was the final special assessment payment year for District #8 and 2026 is the final year for District #11 
payments.   
 
The Board should evaluate how these fees will be calculated moving forward.   
 
The Waste Water Committee has concluded that the most logical and fair method would be to calculate 
the amount each REU would cost at the end of 2026, rounding down to the nearest hundred and then 
annually adjusting the fee by applying the current annual CPI, setting the following year’s costs.  This will 
keep our REU costs up to date and avoid large cost adjustments in the future.  It should be noted 
however, that large future capital expenditures such as a wastewater treatment plant expansion may 
require adjustments to the REU charges beyond the annual CPI cost increase. 
 
For example: 
1 sewer REU in District #11 cost $5,716.54 in 2007 
Applying the CPI to that cost, today an REU costs $9,405.00.   
The Township would then round that amount down to the nearest hundred: $9,400 for the REU cost 
starting in January 2027.  In December 2027 the CPI would be added and the prices would be set starting 
January 2028.       
 
Attached to this report is a chart calculating the amounts for 2027 should the Board accept this method 
moving forward. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Jonathan Hohenstein 



 
Water Districts 

 
 

 

 

Sewer Districts 

District Year Started Original Assessment 
Amount 

Today’s Cost 
Using CPI Adj. 

2027 REU Cost 

6 2001 $2,115.00 $4,022.49 $4,000.00 
7 2006 $2,897.89 $4,866.64 $4,800.00 
8 2005 $5,334.80 $9,316.18 $9,300.00 
11 2007 $5,716.54 $9,405.00 $9,400.00 
Burkhart 
Extension 

1993 $4,301.48 $10,045.43 $10,000.00 

 

 

District Year Started Original Assessment 
Amount 

Today’s Cost 
Using CPI Adj. 

2027 REU Cost 

2 Ext. 2005 $2,681.70 $4,683.06 $4,600.00 
3 1995 $1,400.00 $3,101.98 $3,100.00 
4 2003 $1,625.00 $2,978.30 $2,900.00 
8 2005 $2,342.68 $4,091.03 $4,000.00 
11 2007 $2,052.52 $3,376.86 $3,300.00 





 

Howell Township 
Park and Community Center 

DRAFT - Request for Proposal 
August 1, 2026 

 
Project Brief: To create final and construction level site plans 

for Phase I of the concept park plan.  Phase I 
includes a Community Center building.   

 
Owner/Client:    Howell Township 
      3525 Byron Rd. 
      Howell, MI 48855 
 
Location of Bid Documents:    
 
Point of Contact:    Jonathan Hohenstein 
      3525 Byron Rd. 
      Howell, MI 48855 
      treasurer@howelltownshipmi.org 
      517-546-2817 x 103 
 
Tentative Schedule of Events: RFP Distributed: August 1 
      
     Questions/Clarifications Due by: August 12 
 
     Owner Responses Due by: August 26 
 
     Sealed Submittals Due by: September 7 
   
  -Tentative-  Interviews: September 28 
 
  -Tentative-  Contractor Selected by Township Board: October 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:treasurer@howelltownshipmi.org


 

Project Summary 
The Howell Township Board has approved a concept plan for a public park (attached as 
Exhibit A) currently on parcels 4706-15-300-002 and 4706-22-100-001.  Howell Township is 
now seeking to create a site plan for Phase I (Exhibit A, page 2), including a universally 
accessible walking trail and a 10,000 square foot Community Center to be used as a voting 
center for the Township and will otherwise be used for programs run by Howell Area Park 
and Recreation Authority.   
 
Expectations 
Contractor is expected to create final site plans and construction level documents.  
This project is a special use per Section 16.18 of the Township’s Zoning Ordinance and 
requires the site plan to be presented at a public hearing before the Planning Commission 
and ultimately to the Township Board for approval.  Contractor is expected to attend all 
required meetings.  The Township is also requesting that bids include a contract with an 
architect for the Community Center. 
 
Items to be included in the bids: 
Survey of the two properties, as properties will be combined, prepared by a licensed land 
surveyor showing all property lines, easements, adjacent roads, topographical contour 
lines at two foot intervals for the area of disturbance, location of all trees having a diameter 
at breast height of six inches or more just beyond the area of disturbance, boundaries of 
woodlots and shrub masses, existing buildings and structures located above and below the 
ground surface, potential wetlands and flood areas, connecting property lines and land 
uses of adjacent properties and utilities available to serve the project site.     
Site plan for Phase I. 
Stormwater management for complete plan build out. 
Geotechnical work for building site and parking area; indicate number of soil borings 
planned in the test locations. 
Architect – To include a needs assessment session for the Community Center with final 
deliverable as construction documents for the Phase I Community Center. 
 
The Township does not believe wetland delineation will be required.  If bidders wish to 
include it in their bid it needs to be listed separately. 
 
Construction administration services will be negotiated at a future date. 
 
 
 



 

Confidentiality 
From the date of issue of the RFP, until a firm is selected, prospective firms shall not 
communicate about the subject of the RFP including with its Board of Trustees, individual 
members, or staff, except as permitted by the requests for clarifications.  Proposals and 
modifications shall be submitted only to the point of contact, listed above. 
 
Addenda 
Any addendum to this RFP will be issued in writing by Howell Township and will be posted 
on Howell Township’s website or can be picked up at the Township Hall. 
 
Owner’s Rights 
The Township reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals. 
 
Information to be included in the RFP Submittal: 
Cover Letter 
Cover letter should include contact information and a general overview of your firm 
 
Detailed Scope and Schedule (25%) 
Provide information on your approach to the project and an estimate of timing 
 
Your Team (35%) 
Provide names of staff assigned to the project and resumes of the key team members 
(limited to 2 pages each)   
 
Funding (15%) 
Explain your teams funding experience for public projects 
 
References (25%) 
Provide names and contact information for at least three projects of similar size and 
complexity. 
 
Process 
This is a Qualifications Based Selection process.  Proposals are limited to 20 pages, 
excluding resumes, and will be weighted by the percentages listed above.  Those invited to 
be interviewed will be provided time for a 15-minute presentation and a 30-minute 
question and answer session. 
 
 



 

Township Selection Team 
Martha Haglund – Park and Recreation Committee - Member 
Teresa Murrish - Park and Recreation Committee - Member 
Jonathan Hohenstien – Park and Recreation Committee - Board Representative 
Rob Spaulding – Township Supervisor 
Jodi Fulton – Township Trustee 
Phil Westmoreland – Township Engineer, Executive Vice President of Spicer Group, Inc. 
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HOWELL TOWNSHIP PARK1:100 CONCEPT LAYOUT
HOWELL TOWNSHIP

3525 Byron Road
Howel, Michigan 48855
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• Trees / Area to be reforested

• Site boundary

• Split-rail fence

• Future structure (later phase)

• Flex space / open lawn

• Existing water/sewer line/manhole

• Bench

• Way�nding / park sign

• Turf grass

• Prairie restoration area

PHASE I: Community 
Center with space to 
accommodate voting, 
room rental, storage, 
etc. (10,000 sq ft)

PHASE I: Reforested Area: 100 - 200’ buffer zone consisting of 
a mix of coniferous and deciduous trees. Existing high quality 
trees will be preserved to the greatest extent possible. 

PHASE I: Split-rail fence along edge of path to discourage 
travel into prairie, wetlands, and adjacent properties. “Park 
boundary / no trespassing” signs to be added to posts every 
100 feet.Exact layout and location to be determined. 

PHASE I: Wetland overlook: Situated on 
high point adjacent to pathway.

PHASE I: Walking trail to be completed in 
phases. Phase I trail will be constructed 
of asphalt, later phases will be laid out 
as either asphalt or crushed limestone. 
Approximately 1.5 miles total length.

PHASE I: Detention basin. Gentle 
grade (shown 1:10) eliminates need for 
safety fencing. Wet prairie species slow 
stormwater and increase infiltration.

Location also serves to discourage 
trespassing on neighboring properties.

PHASE I: Prairie restoration; short grass 
prairie. Total area approximately 36 acres.

PHASE I: Wayfinding / park rule signs, 
placed at multiple intersections.

PHASE I (Dark Gray): 
Parking with space for 
107 vehicles. Includes 
space for food trucks.

PHASE II-III (Light Gray):
Expand as required. 
Can accommodate 
up to 225 additional 
vehicles (332 total).

PHASE II: Athletic / flex space 
building. Room for indoor soccer, 
batting practice, etc. (36,000 sq ft)

PHASE III: Future 
pedestrian crossing to 
proposed municipal 
complex.

PHASE I: Welcome 
plaza / drop-off area 
(8,000 sq ft). Could 
include Veterans’ 
Memorial.

PHASE III: Future 
building expansion 
(36,000 sq ft)

PHASE II: Softball / pinto league-level 
baseball diamond. Basic backstop for 
initial phase, with potential for bleachers 
and dugouts in future

PHASE I: Flex space for additional 
sports use, general play, and special 
event seating. Lawn seating area can 
accommodate up to 1,500 people. Stage 
is located on west end so sound projects 
towards the wooded area.

PHASE II: Sand volleyball court, 
basketball / multi-use court, exercise 
stations, and pickleball courts.

PHASE II: Picnic Pavilion & grills

PHASE I: Benches spaced approximately 
300-feet apart along pathway. Includes
concrete pad and backed bench with
armrests for ADA compliance. Deciduous
trees planted nearby provide shade.

PHASE II: Accessible play structure

PHASE I: Sled hill using existing terrain. 
Estimated run 100’, with 9’ drop.

PHASE I: Public restrooms, separated from 
interior space, with access from outside. 

PHASE II: Open space. Option to stripe for 
football & lacrosse play.

PHASE I: Berms with 
prairie grasses and 
flowering trees to shield 
view of complex from 
street. Park signage at 
entry drives. 

PHASE I: Gates at 
entrances to restrict 
entry after hours. 
Security lighting 
and cameras at 
strategic locations 
around campus. 
Foldable bollards 
at trail entrances to 
discourage ATV use. 

Exhibit A



WARNER RD

TO
O

LEY R
D

SH
EET

SC
ALE

PROJECT NAME: CLIENT:

HOWELL TOWNSHIP PARK1:100 CONCEPT LAYOUT
PHASE 1
TIMEFRAME: BY 2028

HOWELL TOWNSHIP

3525 Byron Road
Howel, Michigan 48855
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D
ATE:  11/10/2025

D
ATE:  11/13/2025

• Trees / Area to be reforested

• Site boundary

• Split-rail fence

• Future structure (later phase)

• Flex space / open lawn

• Existing water/sewer line/manhole

• Bench 

• Way�nding / park sign

• Turf grass

• Prairie restoration area

PHASE I: Reforested Area: 100 - 200’ buffer zone consisting of 
a mix of coniferous and deciduous trees. Existing high quality 
trees will be preserved to the greatest extent possible. 

PHASE I: Split-rail fence along edge of path to discourage 
travel into prairie, wetlands, and adjacent properties. “Park 
boundary / no trespassing” signs to be added to posts every 
100 feet.Exact layout and location to be determined. 

PHASE I: Wetland overlook: Situated on 
high point adjacent to pathway.

PHASE I: Walking trail to be completed in 
phases. Phase I trail will be constructed 
of asphalt, later phases will be laid out 
as either asphalt or crushed limestone. 
Approximately 1.5 miles total length.

PHASE I: Detention basin. Gentle 
grade (shown 1:10) eliminates need for 
safety fencing. Wet prairie species slow 
stormwater and increase infiltration.

Location also serves to discourage 
trespassing on neighboring properties.

PHASE I: Prairie restoration; short grass 
prairie. Total area approximately 36 acres.

PHASE I: Wayfinding / park rule signs, 
placed at multiple intersections.

PHASE I: Parking with 
space for 107 vehicles. 
Includes space for food 
trucks.

PHASE I: Flex space for additional 
sports use, general play, and special 
event seating. Lawn seating area can 
accommodate up to 1,500 people. Stage 
is located on west end so sound projects 
towards the wooded area.

PHASE I: Benches spaced approximately 
300-feet apart along pathway. Includes 
concrete pad and backed bench with 
armrests for ADA compliance. Deciduous 
trees planted nearby provide shade. 

PHASE I: Sled hill using existing terrain. 
Estimated run 100’, with 9’ drop.

PHASE I: Public restrooms, separated from 
interior space, with access from outside. 

PHASE I: Berms with 
prairie grasses and 
flowering trees to 
shield view of complex 
from street. Park 
signage at entry drives. 

PHASE I: Community 
Center with space to 
accommodate voting, 
room rental, storage, 
etc. (10,000 sq ft)

PHASE I: Gates at 
entrances to restrict 
entry after hours. 
Security lighting 
and cameras at 
strategic locations 
around campus. 
Foldable bollards 
at trail entrances to 
discourage ATV use. 

PHASE I: Welcome 
plaza / drop-off area 
(8,000 sq ft). Could 
include Veterans’ 
Memorial.



WARNER RD

TO
O

LEY R
D

SH
EET

SC
ALE

PROJECT NAME: CLIENT:

HOWELL TOWNSHIP PARK1:100 CONCEPT LAYOUT
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HOWELL TOWNSHIP

3525 Byron Road
Howel, Michigan 48855
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D
ATE:  11/13/2025

• Trees / Area to be reforested

• Site boundary

• Split-rail fence

• Future structure (later phase)

• Flex space / open lawn

• Existing water/sewer line/manhole

• Bench 

• Way�nding / park sign

• Turf grass

• Prairie restoration area

PHASE I: Reforested Area: 100 - 200’ buffer zone consisting of 
a mix of coniferous and deciduous trees. Existing high quality 
trees will be preserved to the greatest extent possible. 

PHASE I: Split-rail fence along edge of path to discourage 
travel into prairie, wetlands, and adjacent properties. “Park 
boundary / no trespassing” signs to be added to posts every 
100 feet.Exact layout and location to be determined. 

PHASE I: Wetland overlook: Situated on 
high point adjacent to pathway.

PHASE I: Walking trail to be completed in 
phases. Phase I trail will be constructed 
of asphalt, later phases will be laid out 
as either asphalt or crushed limestone. 
Approximately 1.5 miles total length.

PHASE I: Detention basin. Gentle 
grade (shown 1:10) eliminates need for 
safety fencing. Wet prairie species slow 
stormwater and increase infiltration.

Location also serves to discourage 
trespassing on neighboring properties.

PHASE I: Prairie restoration; short grass 
prairie. Total area approximately 36 acres.

PHASE I: Wayfinding / park rule signs, 
placed at multiple intersections.

PHASE II expansion:  
As shown, can 
accommodate up to 
197 vehicles. Exact 
expansion layout may 
vary, with space for 
up to 332 vehicles. 
Includes space for food 
trucks. 

PHASE II: Athletic / flex space 
building. Room for indoor soccer, 
batting practice, etc. (36,000 sq ft)

PHASE II: Softball / pinto league-level 
baseball diamond. Basic backstop for 
initial phase, with potential for bleachers 
and dugouts in future

PHASE I: Flex space for additional 
sports use, general play, and special 
event seating. Lawn seating area can 
accommodate up to 1,500 people. Stage 
is located on west end so sound projects 
towards the wooded area.

PHASE II: Sand volleyball court, 
basketball / multi-use court, exercise 
stations, and pickleball courts.

PHASE II: Picnic Pavilion & grills

PHASE I: Benches spaced approximately 
300-feet apart along pathway. Includes 
concrete pad and backed bench with 
armrests for ADA compliance. Deciduous 
trees planted nearby provide shade. 

PHASE II: Accessible play structure

PHASE I: Sled hill using existing terrain. 
Estimated run 100’, with 9’ drop.

PHASE I: Public restrooms, separated from 
interior space, with access from outside. 

PHASE II: Open space. Option to stripe for 
football & lacrosse play.

PHASE I: Community 
Center with space to 
accommodate voting, 
room rental, storage, 
etc. (10,000 sq ft)

PHASE I: Welcome 
plaza / drop-off area 
(8,000 sq ft). Could 
include Veterans’ 
Memorial.

PHASE I: Berms with 
prairie grasses and 
flowering trees to shield 
view of complex from 
street. Park signage at 
entry drives. 

PHASE I: Gates at 
entrances to restrict 
entry after hours. 
Security lighting 
and cameras at 
strategic locations 
around campus. 
Foldable bollards 
at trail entrances to 
discourage ATV use. 
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HOWELL TOWNSHIP PARK1:100 CONCEPT LAYOUT
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HOWELL TOWNSHIP

3525 Byron Road
Howel, Michigan 48855
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• Trees / Area to be reforested

• Site boundary

• Split-rail fence

• Future structure (later phase)

• Flex space / open lawn

• Existing water/sewer line/manhole

• Bench 

• Way�nding / park sign

• Turf grass

• Prairie restoration area

PHASE I: Reforested Area: 100 - 200’ buffer zone consisting of 
a mix of coniferous and deciduous trees. Existing high quality 
trees will be preserved to the greatest extent possible. 

PHASE I: Split-rail fence along edge of path to discourage 
travel into prairie, wetlands, and adjacent properties. “Park 
boundary / no trespassing” signs to be added to posts every 
100 feet.Exact layout and location to be determined. 

PHASE I: Wetland overlook: Situated on 
high point adjacent to pathway.

PHASE I: Walking trail to be completed in 
phases. Phase I trail will be constructed 
of asphalt, later phases will be laid out 
as either asphalt or crushed limestone. 
Approximately 1.5 miles total length.

PHASE I: Detention basin. Gentle 
grade (shown 1:10) eliminates need for 
safety fencing. Wet prairie species slow 
stormwater and increase infiltration.

Location also serves to discourage 
trespassing on neighboring properties.

PHASE I: Prairie restoration; short grass 
prairie. Total area approximately 36 acres.

PHASE I: Wayfinding / park rule signs, 
placed at multiple intersections.

PHASE I (Dark Gray): 
332 total vehicular 
spots provided. 
Overflow can be 
accommodated at new 
Township Hall space 
across Tooley. Includes 
space for food trucks.

PHASE II: Athletic / flex space 
building. Room for indoor soccer, 
batting practice, etc. (36,000 sq ft)

PHASE III: Future 
building expansion 
(36,000 sq ft)

PHASE II: Softball / pinto league-level 
baseball diamond. Basic backstop for 
initial phase, with potential for bleachers 
and dugouts in future

PHASE I: Flex space for additional 
sports use, general play, and special 
event seating. Lawn seating area can 
accommodate up to 1,500 people. Stage 
is located on west end so sound projects 
towards the wooded area.

PHASE II: Sand volleyball court, 
basketball / multi-use court, exercise 
stations, and pickleball courts.

PHASE II: Picnic Pavilion & grills

PHASE I: Benches spaced approximately 
300-feet apart along pathway. Includes 
concrete pad and backed bench with 
armrests for ADA compliance. Deciduous 
trees planted nearby provide shade. 

PHASE II: Accessible play structure

PHASE I: Sled hill using existing terrain. 
Estimated run 100’, with 9’ drop.

PHASE I: Public restrooms, separated from 
interior space, with access from outside. 

PHASE II: Open space. Option to stripe for 
football & lacrosse play.

PHASE I: Community 
Center with space to 
accommodate voting, 
room rental, storage, 
etc. (10,000 sq ft)

PHASE III: Future 
pedestrian crossing to 
proposed municipal 
complex.

PHASE I: Welcome 
plaza / drop-off area 
(8,000 sq ft). Could 
include Veterans’ 
Memorial.

PHASE I: Berms with 
prairie grasses and 
flowering trees to shield 
view of complex from 
street. Park signage at 
entry drives. 

PHASE I: Gates at 
entrances to restrict 
entry after hours. 
Security lighting 
and cameras at 
strategic locations 
around campus. 
Foldable bollards 
at trail entrances to 
discourage ATV use. 





Howell Township 
Human Resources Committee Meeting 

June 11, 2026 7:45 am 
 
 
Attending: Rob Spaulding, Sue Daus, Brent Kilpela, Jonathan Hohenstein 
 
 
Carol Makushik 
On June 10th Carol submitted her letter of resignation to the Township.  This was earlier than expected 
and may necessitate other adjustments in the future.  The HR Committee recognized all the time and 
effort that Carol put into the Township and is very appreciative of her service to the community.  She 
will be missed by staff and members of the Township.  Attached to these minutes is a Resolution of 
Appreciation for Carol. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jonathan Hohenstein 
 





Howell Township, Livingston County, Michigan 
Recognition of Carol Makushik 

Resolution 07.26.______ 
July 13, 2026 

At a regular meeting of the Howell Township Board, County of Livingston, State of Michigan, held at the 
Howell Township Hall on the 13th day of July 2026 at 6:30 p.m. 

Present: 

Absent: 

The following resolution was offered by ______________ and supported by _______________: 

Whereas, Carol Makushik started working at the Township as the receptionist and the Deputy Treasurer 
in April 2006, and continued in those positions through February 2024; and 

Whereas, Carol has worked in Assessing since 2010, became the office manager in 2016, became Deputy 
Assessor in 2024, and the Deputy Zoning Administrator from March 2024 through April 2025; and 

Now therefore be it resolved, that this Township Board, on behalf of its members, officials, the 
employees, and citizens of Howell Township, do hereby express to Carol Makushik, our sincere and 
profound appreciation and thanks for her years of dedication and service, and for all of the little things she 
has done for Howell Township over the years; and 

Be it further resolved, that Carol Makushik be presented this resolution, as a formal and permanent 
recording of her service to the Township of Howell, attested to by the Township Clerk. 

Yeas: 

Nays: 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ___________ 

STATE OF MICHIGAN  ) 
)ss 

COUNTY OF LIVINGSTON ) 

I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk for the Township of Howell, Livingston County, 
Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of certain proceedings taken by 
the Howell Township Board at a meeting held on the 13th day of July 2026, and further certify that the 
above resolution was adopted at said meeting. 

_____________________________ 
Sue Daus, Howell Township Clerk 





Engine Braking Ordinance 
 
 
The Township received a complaint about large trucks using their engine brakes as they travel south 
down Oak Grove Road toward M-59.  We have received other comments and concerns from 
neighbors along Oak Grove Road and Barron Road about this same issue.  As was stated in a 
previous Township Board meeting, the trucks are coming from the old gravel pit on Barron Road.   
 
We reached out to Marion Township about their engine brake ordinance, talked to the Township 
Planner, and Township Attorney.   
 
Attached is an engine brake ordinance from the Township Attorney for another township along with 
communication with the Livingston County Sheriff’s Department regarding enforcement. 
 
The Board should discuss the next steps they would like to take for this issue. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jonathan Hohenstein     























FY 2025-2026
Park and Rec Investments
Vehicle Amount Start Date End Date Rate Interest Earned
119 Day CD $200,000.00 4/28/2025 8/25/2025 4.20% $2,738.63
119 Day CD $100,000.00 5/27/2025 9/23/2025 4.00% $1,315.29
119 Day CD $400,000.00 6/23/2025 10/20/2025 4.00% $5,216.44
119 Day CD $200,000.00 8/25/2025 12/22/2025 4.00% $2,608.22
119 Day CD $500,000.00 8/27/2025 12/24/2025 4.00% $6,520.55
119 Day CD $100,000.00 9/23/2025 1/20/2026 3.90% $1,282.33
119 Day CD $400,000.00 10/21/2025 2/17/2026 3.90% $5,129.32
119 Day CD $200,000.00 12/22/2025 4/20/2026 3.75% $2,445.21
119 Day CD $500,000.00 12/24/2025 4/22/2026 3.75% $6,113.01
119 Day CD $100,000.00 1/20/2026 5/19/2026 3.65% $1,190.00
119 Day CD $400,000.00 2/19/2026 6/18/2026 3.65% $4,760.00
119 Day CD $200,000.00 4/22/2026 8/19/2026 3.55%
119 Day CD $500,000.00 4/22/2026 8/19/2026 3.55%
119 Day CD $100,000.00 5/19/2026 9/15/2026 3.50%
119 Day CD $400,000.00 6/22/2026 10/19/2026 3.60%

Total $39,319.00

General Fund Investments
Vehicle Amount Start Date End Date Rate Interest Earned
119 Day CD $300,000.00 4/28/2025 8/25/2025 4.20% $4,107.95
119 Day CD $100,000.00 5/27/2025 9/23/2025 4.00% $1,315.29
119 Day CD $700,000.00 6/23/2025 10/20/2025 4.00% $9,128.77
119 Day CD $300,000.00 8/25/2025 12/22/2025 4.00% $3,912.33
119 Day CD $900,000.00 8/27/2025 12/24/2025 4.00% $11,736.99
119 Day CD $100,000.00 9/23/2025 1/20/2026 3.90% $1,282.33
119 Day CD $700,000.00 10/21/2025 2/17/2026 3.90% $8,976.32
119 Day CD $300,000.00 12/22/2025 4/20/2026 3.75% $3,667.81
119 Day CD $900,000.00 12/24/2025 4/22/2026 3.75% $11,003.42
365 Day CD $1,000,000.00 8/27/2025 8/27/2026 3.50%
119 Day CD $100,000.00 1/20/2026 5/19/2026 3.65% $1,190.00
119 Day CD $700,000.00 2/19/2026 6/18/2026 3.65% $8,330.00
119 Day CD $300,000.00 4/22/2026 8/19/2026 3.55%
119 Day CD $900,000.00 4/22/2026 8/19/2026 3.55%
119 Day CD $1,200,000.00 4/22/2026 8/19/2026 3.55%
179 Day CD $800,000.00 4/22/2026 10/18/2026 3.50%
119 Day CD $100,000.00 5/19/2026 9/15/2026 3.50%
119 Day CD $700,000.00 6/22/2026 10/19/2026 3.60%

Total $64,651.21
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Commercial Land Use
Permit # Applicant Address Fee Total Const. Value

P26-125 FERGUSON ROOFING INC. 3845 W GRAND RIVER AVE $50.00 $0.00

Work Description: Tear off and re-shingle suit 200- Front building

P26-148 TOWER GROUP LLC 4495 W GRAND RIVER AVE $50.00 $0.00

Work Description: Small interior only renovation of existing office and apartment

P26-151 RUNYAN BROTHERS
CONSTRUCTION CO.

4590 W GRAND RIVER AVE $250.00 $0.00

Work Description: Construct 4800 sq ft commercial building 
Site work including storm water, driveway and parking area,
well and septic per approved site plan 

P26-133 J.A. OLTHOFF
CONSTRUCTION

5170 W GRAND RIVER RD $50.00 $0.00

Work Description: Enclosing existing structure and adding windows and garage
doors.

Total Permits For Type: 4
Total Fees For Type: $400.00

Total Const. Value For Type: $0.00

Residential Land Use
Permit # Applicant Address Fee Total Const. Value

P26-144 HOME PRO EXTERIORS 3463 AMBER OAKS DR $10.00 $0.00

Work Description: Tear off and re-shingle roof of existing residential home.

P26-152 POWER HOME REMODELING 2477 ARMOND RD $10.00 $0.00

Work Description: Remove and replace roof on house and attached garage
No structural changes

P26-135 ERIC OSBURN 2851 BOWEN RD $10.00 $0.00

Work Description: Install of a 20kW Kohler generator.

P26-130 Pure Energy Roofing 1830 BREWER RD $10.00 $0.00

Work Description: Remove existing shingles and install new roof/ventilation (
house only)

P26-153 HILKOWSKI FRANK R JR 2975 N BURKHART RD $75.00 $0.00

Work Description: 18' X 20' shed on cement slab

P26-138 ORIGINAL ROOFING
COMPANY

2201 BYRON RD $10.00 $0.00

Work Description: Complete tear off and re-roof of the main house.

P26-124 COMFORT LIVING HOMES,
LLC

1052 ELLINGTON DR $50.00 $0.00

Work Description: 9'6" X 19' 6" treated wood deck on rear of home

P26-123 MANUS BUILDERS 2704 FISHER RD $50.00 $0.00

Work Description: Deck with covered roof 14' X 13' 6"

P26-143 KEENEY SHANE AND
BRIANNA

2897 FISHER RD $75.00 $0.00



Work Description: 30' x 50' barn, 14' to eaves, 17' to the peak
12' x 50' lean-to
Built on foundation with concrete pad

Owner will need approval from Road Commission for additional
driveway

P26-131 PREMIER BUILDER INC. 4595 FISHER RD $10.00 $0.00

Work Description: Strip and re-shingle house roof. Replace wood as needed.

P26-139 STAMPER & SONS 660 HENDERSON  ROAD $10.00 $0.00

Work Description: Approx. 60' x 90' pond, dug approx. 130' east of the house,
pond will be under 1-acre.

P26-150 MI HOMES OF MICHIGAN
LLC A DELAWARE LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

4113 HERITAGE SQUARE DRIVE $75.00 $0.00

Work Description: New single family home

P26-157 C & D FENCE & D 3072 HILL HOLLOW LN $50.00 $0.00

Work Description: 4' high black chain link fence as depicted on plot plan.  

Building is on a corner lot and proposed fence meets the
Ordinance requirement for clear vision on corner lots. 

P26-127 LAURAIN JEFFERY 3233 W MARR RD $150.00 $0.00

Work Description: Covered Front Porch 8'3" x 48'  - deck 24" above grade

Permit cost triple - work started prior to permit  

P26-128 LAURAIN JEFFERY 3233 W MARR RD $225.00 $0.00

Work Description: 15' x 30' detached accessory structure, metal shed roof and
siding

Fee triple - constructed prior to permit

P26-129 LAURAIN JEFFERY 3233 W MARR RD $150.00 $0.00

Work Description: 38' x 12' partially covered deck on rear of house, metal roof

Fee triple - constructed prior to permit

P26-132 SERENITY GENERAL
CONTRACTING LLC

4193 W MARR RD $10.00 $0.00

Work Description: Layover shingles over existing single layer. House only, not
the breezeway addition or garage.

P26-147 WEATHER GARD WINDOWS 140 MEADOW LN $10.00 $0.00

Work Description: Re-roof house and garage

P26-155 WEATHER GARD WINDOWS 140 MEADOW LN $10.00 $0.00

Work Description: Window and storm door replacement

P26-126 OAK ELECTRIC 4840 PRESTON RD $10.00 $0.00

Work Description: Generator/ATS info: 22KW with 150 AMP
Rear yard install

P26-134 ZAROR NICOLE 5603 PRESTON RD $75.00 $0.00

Work Description: 30' X 50' Metal building with concrete pad

P26-136 Michael Chosid 4406 RAMSBURY DR $75.00 $0.00

Work Description: 24' x 24' Cosmetically attached garage to existing manufactured
home.

P26-137 Michael Chosid 4416 RAMSBURY DR $75.00 $0.00



Work Description: 24' x 24' Cosmetically attached garage to existing manufactured
home.

P26-141 HOME WATER SPORTS 3211 RIVERTON DR $50.00 $0.00

Work Description: 8' X 40' In-ground pool with a 4 ' high aluminum fence with a
gate that will auto close and self- latch.

P26-156 MI HOMES OF MICHIGAN
LLC A DELAWARE LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

4132 SEDGEVIEW CIRCLE $75.00 $0.00

Work Description: New single family home

P26-146 MI HOMES OF MICHIGAN
LLC A DELAWARE LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

4148 SEDGEVIEW CIRCLE $75.00 $0.00

Work Description: New single family home

P26-149 MI HOMES OF MICHIGAN
LLC A DELAWARE LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

4181 SEDGEVIEW CIRCLE $75.00 $0.00

Work Description: New single family home

P26-145 MI HOMES OF MICHIGAN
LLC A DELAWARE LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

4200 SEDGEVIEW CIRCLE $75.00 $0.00

Work Description: New single family home

P26-142 HARRIS BROS BUILDING 1020 WOODHAVEN RD $75.00 $0.00

Work Description: 40' X 45' Pole barn

Total Permits For Type: 29
Total Fees For Type: $1660.00

Total Const. Value For Type: $0.00

Sewer Connection
Permit # Applicant Address Fee Total Const. Value

PWS26-059 MI HOMES OF MICHIGAN
LLC A DELAWARE LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

4113 HERITAGE SQUARE DRIVE $5000.00 $0.00

Work Description: Sewer connection

PWS26-061 MI HOMES OF MICHIGAN
LLC A DELAWARE LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

4132 SEDGEVIEW CIRCLE $5000.00 $0.00

Work Description: Sewer Connection

PWS26-055 MI HOMES OF MICHIGAN
LLC A DELAWARE LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

4148 SEDGEVIEW CIRCLE $5000.00 $0.00

Work Description: Sewer connection

PWS26-057 MI HOMES OF MICHIGAN
LLC A DELAWARE LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

4181 SEDGEVIEW CIRCLE $5000.00 $0.00

Work Description: Sewer Connection

PWS26-053 MI HOMES OF MICHIGAN
LLC A DELAWARE LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

4200 SEDGEVIEW CIRCLE $5000.00 $0.00

Work Description: Sewer Connection



Total Permits For Type: 5
Total Fees For Type: $25000.00

Total Const. Value For Type: $0.00

Water Connection
Permit # Applicant Address Fee Total Const. Value

PWS26-060 MI HOMES OF MICHIGAN
LLC A DELAWARE LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

4113 HERITAGE SQUARE DRIVE $5000.00 $0.00

Work Description: Water connection

PWS26-062 MI HOMES OF MICHIGAN
LLC A DELAWARE LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

4132 SEDGEVIEW CIRCLE $5000.00 $0.00

Work Description: Water connection

PWS26-056 MI HOMES OF MICHIGAN
LLC A DELAWARE LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

4148 SEDGEVIEW CIRCLE $5000.00 $0.00

Work Description: Water connection

PWS26-058 MI HOMES OF MICHIGAN
LLC A DELAWARE LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

4181 SEDGEVIEW CIRCLE $5000.00 $0.00

Work Description: Water Connection

PWS26-054 MI HOMES OF MICHIGAN
LLC A DELAWARE LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

4200 SEDGEVIEW CIRCLE $5000.00 $0.00

Work Description: Water Connection

PWS26-052 COBB NINA DENISE 3467 WARNER RD $5000.00 $0.00

Work Description: Water connection

Total Permits For Type: 6
Total Fees For Type: $30000.00

Total Const. Value For Type: $0.00

Grand Total Fees: $57,060.00

44.00Grand Total Permits:



Code Enforcement List 07/01/2026

Owners Name StatusAddress Parcel Number Date Filed Origin

131 ROBIN CT

Complaint

TILLEY JOSHUA 4706-24-302-023 06/12/2026 OPEN - COMPLANT RECEIVE

Pool violating multiple ordnances and setbacks. Its in the front yard , unsightly, and "affecting property values" when I recently inquired with a real estate team.

Comments

6/1/2026 - I had become aware of this complaint and had visited this address and briefly spoke with the owner. Conversation was unproductive, and a follow up letter was sent out. 
06/11/2026 - Met with Josh Tilley (owner) 131 Robin Ct. Family set up a temporary pool for the summer and invested a substantial amount of money in setup and filling of the pool. The
pool is located to the east (left) side of the house. It is not directly in front of the house but is placed in a location that is beyond the front wall of the house.  I discussed with him the new
for a land use permit for a pool, despite it being temporary. We also went of the rules concerning set back and location of the pool being set in the side or back yard. 

3590 W GRAND RIVER

Complaint

HASLOCK PROPERTIE 4706-28-100-024 05/06/2026 OPEN - COMPLANT RECEIVE

Owner constructed the east face of an existing billboard without approvals or permits.    

Comments

4.27.26 - Received notification that the east face of the billboard had been constructed; site visit completed, verified new construction
4.28.26 - Spoke with property owner, confirmed construction, owner requested letter
5.6.26 - Determination letter sent via mail and email to owner; owner has 60 days to challenge determination, enforcement will not start until 60 days has expired or, if challenged, until
ZBA has ruled on the issue  



Code Enforcement List 07/01/2026

Owners Name StatusAddress Parcel Number Date Filed Origin

1682 PINECROFT LANE

Complaint

PINEVIEW VILLLAGE 4706-27-201-071 01/14/2026 PUBLIC - COMPL OPEN - COMPLANT RECEIVE

Ongoing construction activity at the Pineview Village, new development is creating noise and vibrations in violation of Howell township Ordinance No. 123.Noise Violation:On
10/09/2025 at approximately 6:30 a.m. EST, construction activity produced load equipment and impact noise that was plainly audible inside my residence and woke my household.On
01/08/2026 and approximately 6:32 a.m. EST, a heavy dumpster delivery and construction activity again produced noise plainly audible and inside my residence and woke my
household.Both incidents occurred prior to the permitted 7:00a.m. start time for construction activity under Township Ordinance No. 123.Vibration Violations:On most weekdays during
active construction, Heavy machinery (including excavators, compactors, and trucks) produces vibrations that are felt inside my residence. Ordinance No. 123 requires vibrations from
any operation to be controlled so they cannot be felt beyond the property line.  These vibrations are perceptible inside my home and disturb normal use and enjoyment of the residence.I
am requesting Township Investigation and enforcement of the noise and vibration provisions of Ordinance No. 123

Comments

01/12/26 - Email received from resident of Pineview Village in reference to construction activity prior to 0700. Responded to resident advising him to complete Ord Enforcement
Complaint form.
01/13/26 - Arrived in Pineview Village 6:00 am checking for construction activity. remained onsite until 6:55 am. No activity in construction areas, no workers arriving at work.
01/14/26 - Arrived in PV at 6:10 am, no activity in construction areas. GFL arrives in area at approx 6:35 am for garbage collection.
01/16/26 - In PV approx 6:35 am no activity in construction areas. Official complaint form received and entered into computer.
01/19/26- Checked the area between 6-7 am, no activity
01/21/26 - Area checked, no activity.
03/04/26 - Unfounded at this time. Additional construction expected soon and will monitor more closely.



Code Enforcement List 07/01/2026

Owners Name StatusAddress Parcel Number Date Filed Origin

3590 W GRAND RIVER

Complaint

HASLOCK PROPERTIE 4706-28-100-024 05/06/2024 OPEN - FIRST LETTER SENT

Zoning Violations:Outdoor storage without screening, setback issues, parking not hard surfaced, no sign permit.

Comments

5.13.24 - Violation letter to Occupant returned.
5.20.24 - Received phone call from owner.  Will be preparing a site plan to take before the Planning Commission for approval.
6.20.24 - Received phone call from owner, discussed site plan requirements.
9.4.24 - Sent letter to owner RE site plan progress.
9.12.24 - Spoke to owner, Engineer has site plans almost complete.  Will submit for review in the near future.
2.27.25 - Spoke to owner, Engineer will be submitting plans in the next week or two.
3.31.25 - Site visit completed, violations still present
4.30.25 - Site visit completed, violations still present
5.1.25 - Property owner turned in site plan.  Currently considering if they would like to schedule a pre-conference prior to formally submitting the site plan. 
6.9.25 - Spoke to the owner about next steps to move the site plan forward, owner is considering pairing down what has been proposed.
6.16.25 - Site visit completed, photos attached.
7.21.25 - Site visit completed, photos attached.
8.11.25 - Owner stopped in to discuss the site plan, will get the site plans printed out and submitted for review.
9.10.25 - Owner dropped off site plan and application, sent out for outside review, expected to be on October PC agenda
10.29.25 - Met with owner and engineer to discuss revisions to site plan requested by Township's Engineer and Planner.  They will update the plan and resubmit for review.
12.16.25 - Owner and Engineer before the PC for preliminary site plan approval.  Application tabled until updates are made to plans including: landscaping, parking, screening, storm
water
2.25.26 - Owner indicated that site plan is still being updated per PC requirements, contemplating other changes to the site plan as well
3.5.26 - Spoke to owner, Justice Fence is moving out by 5.1.26.  Owner would like to cancel site plan process.  Indicated that property still needs to comply with the Ordinance and the
outside storage of equipment such as trucks would need to be screened per 12.02-L.
3.25.26 - Owner confirmed that they would be making changes to the site plan and resubmitting to the PC for review and approval.
5.20.26 - Justice Fence has vacated the property, removed the materials that were stored outside, and removed the sign that had been installed without a permit.  Haslock Trucking still
needs to complete the site plan process so that their property meets the requirements of the Ordinance.

Records: 4

Population: All Records





Monthly Activity Report for June 2026 – Assessing Dept/Brent Kilpela 

 

MTT UPDATE:     

The Operating Engineers Local 324 Journeyman and Apprentice Training Fund v Howell 
Township: Nothing to report. Waiting for Michigan Tax Tribunal to schedule. 

 

SMALL CLAIMS TRIBUNAL:  

No Open Appeals  

 

ASSESSING OFFICE: 

ASSESSOR: The BS&A sketch issue has been resolved finally. We have imported the new 
construction sketches and are working to get all the remaining fieldwork changes updated for 
the 2027 assessment roll. I attended a meeting at County Equalization with EagleView. The 
County is interested in contracting with EagleView going forward. This has the potential to save 
Howell Township money on future flights, but the details need to be ironed out. The case heard 
in the 6th district of the US Court of Appeals Mockeridge v. Harvey, 149 F.4th 826, 830 (6th Cir. 
2025) fundamentally changes how field work and inspections will be handled going forward. We 
need to ensure that our permits have the language that states township staff will inspect new 
construction both during construction and upon completion.   
    

OTHER: Attended the June onsite Wastewater Treatment Plant meeting. The operators have 
worked diligently to make the plant presentable. It is reassuring to see all the maintenance being 
kept current.    

 











 
 

HOWELL TOWNSHIP ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
DRAFT MINUTES: June 16, 2026 

3525 BYRON RD. HOWELL, MI 48855 (517-546-2817) 
 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:                        MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Ken Frenger – Chair                                                   
Carol Weaver – Vice Chair 
Jim McEvoy – Secretary    
Matt Counts – Board Rep.  
Wayne Williams – P.C. Rep. 

 
Also present: 
Township Attorneys Chris Patterson and Sophia Youssef, Deputy Zoning Administrator Marnie Hebert 

 
All rose for the Pledge of Allegiance  

 
1. Approval of the Agenda: June 16, 2026, Motion by Counts, Second by Frenger, “Approval on 

agenda for tonight.”  Motion passed. 
 
2. Approval of the Minutes: Regular Meeting April 15, 2025, Motion by Weaver, Second by McEvoy, 

“To approve the minutes from April 15, 2025.”  Motion passed. 
 
3. Township Board Report: Draft May 11, 2026, Regular Board Meeting Minutes - Draft Minutes are 

included in the packet.  
 
4.  Planning Commission Report: Draft April 28, 2026, Regular Planning Commission Meeting Minutes- 

Draft minutes are included in the packet.  
 
5.     Old Business: None 

 
6. New Business: 

a. Public Hearing: Matt Pietila, PZBA2026-01, 
Parcel #: 4706-14-400-032, 3147 Oak Grove Rd., Howell, MI 48855. 
Article VI SFR – Single Family Residential, Section 6.06 – Dimensional 
Requirements Except as Otherwise Specified in this Ordinance: Variance request to 
build an accessory building in excess of 20 feet high 

Chairperson Frenger opened the public hearing and read the instructions.   

Applicant Matt Pietila discussed the reasoning for the variance being that he wanted to have the 
pitch of the roof be 12/12 to match his home. Originally Matt Pietila believed that the variance 
from ordinance of the roof height would need to be 7 feet. Matt Pietila’s thought was that a flatter 
roof would lessen the resale value of the home. 

Matt Counts relayed the ordinance definition of height as stated in the Staff Report. “The vertical 
distance from the established grade to the highest point of the roof surface for flat roofs; to 
the deck line of mansard roofs; and to the average height between the eaves and ridge  
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for gable, hip, and gambrel roofs.” Which meant that the actual variance from the ordinance 
would be 3 feet. 

Proposals of alternate pitch heights 10/12, and attachment of the accessory building to the 
main structure were discussed. Matt Pietila found these would be unacceptable as he restated 
his need to have matching height. 

Matt Pietila’s neighbor Branden and Brittany Kenyon voiced no objection in the email submitted 
to the Township and included in the packet. 

Chairperson Frenger closed the public hearing. 

ZBA members discussed the application including:  alternatives to the pitch, resale value, 
neighbors letter, and explanation of hardships.  

 

 

HOWELL TOWNSHIP ZONING 

BOARD OF APPEALS 

WRITTEN DECISION OF ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

 
 

Application Number: PZBA2026-01 

Hearing Date: June 16, 2026, 

Applicant: Matt Pietila (“Applicant”). 

Site Address: 3147 Oak Grove Rd. Howell, MI 48855. Parcel No. 4706-14-400-032 (the 
“Parcel”). 

Purpose of Request: Request a variance from the 20’ height requirement of accessory structures 
located in the Single Family Residential (SFR) Zoning District of the Howell Township Zoning 
Ordinance Section 6.06. 

Public Hearing: The ZBA opened the public hearing on June 16, 2026, to consider the subject 
matter of the Application for a variance. The ZBA heard comments from the Applicant, the 
Township attorney, and members of the public, along with exhibits submitted by the Applicant and 
Township Zoning Administrator. 

Standards of Review: The Howell Township Zoning Ordinance provides the standards for review 
by the Zoning Board of Appeals in section 22.07. 

In order for a variance to be granted, evidence must be presented at a public hearing that all of 
the following conditions exist: 

1. That special conditions and circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land 
use, land, structure or building in the same zoning district. 
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2. That literal interpretation of the provisions of this Ordinance would deprive the 
applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning 
district under the provisions of this Ordinance. 

 
3. That granting of the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any 

special privilege that is denied by the provisions of this Ordinance to other 
lands, structures, or buildings in the same zoning district. 

 
Findings of Fact: The ZBA finds as follows based upon the Zoning Ordinance, the Application, 
information and comments received by the Applicant, the Zoning Administrator, and the Township 
attorney, and based on input (both through comments and written submissions) received during 
the public hearing. 

1. Pursuant to the Zoning Ordinance, Article 22, the ZBA has the authority to hear the 
request for a variance. 

2. Applicant is the owner of 3147 Oak Grove Rd., MI 48855, the subject of this variance 
request. 

3. The Application was filed requesting a variance from the height limitation of detached 
accessory structures per Section 6.06-G of the Ordinance. 

Whether the Applicant has shown: 

1. That special conditions and circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land use, land, 
structure or building in the same zoning district, the ZBA specifically finds: Not Found;                  
The principal use of the land is for single family residence with associated permitted 
accessory uses. The property has no unique features. Accessory Building are very 
common in the area and in the township. Nothing has been submitted or discussed that 
demonstrates special conditions or circumstances that are peculiar to land use, the land 
or proposed structure.  

2. That granting of the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any special 
privilege that is denied by the provisions of this Ordinance to other lands, structures, or 
buildings in the same zoning district, the ZBA specifically finds: Not Found                                            
The vast majority of existing accessory structures in the area meet the height limit of the 
ordinance. Therefore, the regulation of the ordinance is not unreasonably restrictive, nor 
unreasonably burdensome. Granting the variance would confer a special privilege that is 
denied to other properties and buildings in the area. 

 
3. The reasons set forth in the application justify the granting of the variance, and the variance 

is the minimum variance that will make possible the reasonable use of the land, building, 
or structure in the zoning district in which it is located, the ZBA specifically finds: Not found  
The applicant’s listed and discussed reasons may be inconvenient or undesirable. None 
of the reasons justify granting the applicant the requested variance.  
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Decision: 

For the reasons above and stated on the record, the ZBA DENIES the Application for a 
variance. 

 
Motion by Weaver, Second by McEvoy with friendly amendments,  “For Matt Pietila PZBA 2026-01, 
Parcel 4706-14-400-032, 3147 Oak Grove Rd. Howell, MI 48855 for his variance on exceeding the 20 
foot height, it has been denied with the ordinances of section 22.07 and sections 1, 3 and 6.2 which are 
the findings of the staff report.”  Roll Call: Weaver-yes, Counts-yes, Frenger-yes, Williams-yes, McEvoy-
yes. Motion passed (5-0.) 

 

b. ZBA Annual Report – Report is in the packet. 
 
7. Call to the Public: None 
 
8. Adjournment- Motion by Williams, Second by Counts “For Adjournment.” The meeting was adjourned 

at 7:10 P.M. 
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Addendum 
 

Howell Township 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

Staff Report 
 
Date May 20, 2026 
 
Applicant: Matt Pietila 
Property: 3147 Oak Grove Rd., Howell, MI 48855.  Parcel # 4706-14-400-032  
 
Request 
The property owners desire to construct an accessory structure that allows the storage of a recreational 
vehicle, other general storage, and a workshop to match the architecture of the house.   
 
Background 
Matt and Carol Pietila purchased the vacant property in 2022 and built a house which was completed in 2023.  
The parcel is approximately 7.54 acres and is located in the Single Family Residential (SFR) zoning district 
between Oak Grove Road and the railroad tracks. 
 

  
 

 
 
 



Howell Township Zoning Board of Appeals   
Draft Minutes 6/16/26 
 
 

6 
 

 
Findings of Fact 
The Ordinance currently limits the height of accessory structures in the SFR zoning district to 20 feet.  Section 
6.06-G, “Height limitations.  Maximum of two and one-half (2 ½) stories or 35 feet, except that detached 
accessory structures shall not exceed twenty (20) feet.”   
 
An accessory structure is defined as, “A supplementary building on the same lot or parcel of land as the main 
building or buildings occupied by or devoted exclusively to any accessory use;…” 

• Matt’s proposed structure meets the definition of a detached accessory structure, since it is not 
attached to the main house and will be used for general storage and a workshop.   

 
Building height is defined as, “The vertical distance from the established grade to the highest point of the roof 
surface for flat roofs; to the deck line of mansard roofs; and to the average height between the eaves and ridge 
for gable, hip, and gambrel roofs.”     

• Matt’s proposed building has a gable roof and therefore the height of the building is measured to the 
average height between the eaves and the ridge.  Matt’s drawings indicate that the proposed building’s 
height at the midline of the roof will be 23 feet, 3 feet beyond the limit in the Ordinance.  Note: Matt’s 
application indicates that he is seeking a 7-foot variance, but I believe this is an error due to how height 
is defined in the Ordinance versus how the average person would define height.    

 
Zoning Ordinance Standards 
For the ZBA to approve a dimensional variance the applicant must demonstrate a practical difficulty.  While no 
documents supporting the variance request were submitted with the application the ZBA must still consider the 
provisions of the Ordinance, Section 22.07: 
 

1. That special conditions and circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land use, land, structure or 
building in the same zoning district. 

• The principal use of the land is for single family residences with the associated permitted accessory 
uses.  The property has no unique features.  Accessory buildings are very common in the area and in 
the Township.  Nothing has been submitted that demonstrates special conditions or circumstances that 
are peculiar to the land use, the land, or the proposed structure. 

 
2. That literal interpretation of the provisions of this Ordinance would deprive the applicant of rights 

commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district under the provisions of this 
Ordinance. 

• While the ZBA must take into account provision 4 below, a search of the area found two barns that 
exceed the height limits of the Ordinance.  However, both are old agricultural barns whose age is not 
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on record.  With so few barns exceeding the current height limit, taller accessory structures are not 
commonly enjoyed by other properties in the area.   

 
3. That granting of the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any special privilege that is 

denied by the provisions of this Ordinance to other lands, structures, or buildings in the same zoning 
district. 

• The vast majority of existing accessory structures in the area meet the height limit of the Ordinance.  
Therefore, the regulation is not unreasonably restrictive, nor unreasonably burdensome and granting 
the variance would confer a special privilege that is denied to other properties and buildings in this 
area. 

 
4. That no nonconforming uses of other lands, structures, or buildings in the same zoning district, and not 

permitted use of lands, structures or buildings in other zoning districts, shall be considered grounds for 
the issuance of a variance. 

• Applicant provided no examples of existing structures as part of the variance request. 
 

5. Applicants shall also follow the outline of requirements prescribed by the Zoning Board of Appeals 
when applying for an appeal for an interpretation of or a variance from the provisions or requirements of 
this Zoning Ordinance. 

• Applicant provided drawings of the proposed accessory structure and alternative drawings of the same 
building, with comments, should it be built to the maximum height permitted. 

 
6. Reasons set forth in the application justify the granting of the variance, and the variance is the minimum 

variance that will make possible the reasonable use of the land, building, or structure in the zoning 
district in which it is located. 

• The applicant’s comments on the submitted drawings listed the following issues with complying with the 
Ordinance: minimal roof slope, poor curb appeal, workshop severely diminished due to low roof pitch, 
does not match current home architecture, entry door no longer under overhang, minimizing of windows 
due to wall space.   

• While the listed reasons may be inconvenient or undesirable, none of them justify granting the 
requested variance, and no further written information was provided on how the variance meets the 
requirements of the Ordinance.   

 
7.  The granting of the variance will be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of this Ordinance, 

and will not be injurious or otherwise detrimental to the public welfare of the zoning district in which it is 
to be located. 

• The variance request would not be injurious or otherwise detrimental to the public welfare of the Single 
Family Residential area. 

 
The ZBA needs to discuss the facts of the case against the provisions of Section 22.07 of the Ordinance and 
determine if the applicant has demonstrated a practical difficulty.  In order to grant the requested variance, the 
Zoning Board of Appeals would need to find in favor of the applicant for all of the standards listed above.  I 
have included my findings under each standard.  Any motion made to approve or deny the variance request 
needs to include the findings of fact that support the decision.  Attached is a draft written decision to be 
completed by the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jonathan Hohenstein 
Howell Township Zoning Administrator 
 















































































HAPRA NOTES 6-16-2026 
 
Here is a summary of the Howell Area Parks & Recreation Authority meeting from June 
16, 2026. 

Meeting Summary: June 16, 2026 
• Consent Agenda: All items on the consent agenda were officially approved. 
• Meeting Load: The board conducted a light meeting with standard business. 
• Budget Timeline: The 2027 budget will be prepared and ready for review ahead 

of schedule. 
• Upcoming Work Session: A specialized budget work session is now scheduled 

for November 17, 2026, at 5:30 p.m. 
• Regular Meeting: The standard board meeting will follow immediately after the 

work session at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 Upcoming events Parks & Recreation Month, Melon Social is being moved back in town, 
will be at the Opera House. Collaborative Network Update, 
The Howell Melon Social is officially moving back downtown to the historic Howell 
Opera House.  

 
Key Highlights & Upcoming Events 
• Parks & Recreation Month:  
• Melon Social Kickoff: The summer party moves downtown to the Howell Opera 

House on Saturday, August 8, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.  
• Admission Pricing: Tickets cost $65 per person or $440 for a full table of 8.  
• Melon Fest Art Show: The 20th Annual Art at the Opera House fine arts market 

will follow later during festival weekend from August 14–16, 2026.  
• Collaborative Network Update: Regional coordination is underway to align local 

volunteer efforts, venue logistics, and marketing across community groups. 
• Recreation Manager: Kevin Troshak applied for and was successfully awarded a 

$7,800.00 grant. The funds will be dedicated entirely to the Teen Center Health 
and Wellness programs. 
 
 
 

Board Member Updates 

During the Board Member Updates segment of the June 16, 2026, Howell Area Parks & 
Recreation Authority (HAPRA) meeting, representatives from the participating 
municipalities shared progress on local park infrastructure, regional coordination, and 
maintenance:  
 

https://www.howellrecreation.org/authority-information-1
https://www.howellrecreation.org/authority-information-1
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