
This meeting is open to all members of the public under Michigan’s Open Meetings Act. 
Persons with disabilities who need accommodations to participate in this meeting should contact the Township Clerk’s Office at 517-546-2817 

at least two (2) business days prior to the meeting. 

 

 HOWELL TOWNSHIP BOARD 

 REGULAR MEETING 

                                                        Rod Bushey Performing Arts Center 
 1200 W. Grand River Ave  

Howell, MI 48843 
November 20, 2025  

 6:30 pm 
 
 

  

1. Call to Order    

  

2. Roll Call:   (  )  Mike Coddington         (  )  Matt Counts           

  (  )  Sue Daus           (  )  Tim Boal 

(  )  Jonathan Hohenstein       (  )  Shane Fagan   

      (  )  Bob Wilson                     

   

3. Pledge of Allegiance  

  

4. Call to the Board   

 

5. Approval of the Minutes:   

A. Regular Board Meeting October 14, 2025 

 

6.         Data Center Moratorium Ordinance 

 

7.         Call to the Public 

 

8.         Unfinished Business: 

A. Renewable Energy Ordinance and Overlay District     

B. Howell Twp. v. Fagan 

 

9.         New Business:  

A.  2026 Water Connection Fee 

B.  2026 Sewer Connection Fee 

C.  2026 Meeting Dates 

D.  FOIA Appeal Determination – Ben Gresko 

E.  Planning Commission Appointment to Open Seat 

 

10.       Call to the Public 

 

11.     Reports:   

            A. Supervisor     B. Treasurer         C. Clerk       D. Zoning   

  E. Assessing      F. Fire Authority   G. MHOG    H. Planning Commission                             

             I. ZBA           J. WWTP             K. HAPRA   L. Property Committee  

   M. Park & Recreation Committee   N. Shiawassee River Committee   

 

12.  Disbursements: Regular and Check Register 

 

13.  Adjournment 
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HOWELL TOWNSHIP 
LIVINGSTON COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

 
DATA CENTER MORATORIUM  

 
Ordinance No. ________ 

 
At a regular meeting of the Township Board of Howell Township, Livingston County, Michigan, 
held at 1200 W. Grand River Ave., Howell, Michigan 48843 on the 20th day of November, 2025, 
at 6:30 p.m., the following Ordinance was offered by Township Board Member 
____________________ and supported by Township Board Member ____________________. 
 

An Ordinance Imposing a Temporary Moratorium for a period of six (6) months on 
the establishing, permitting, consideration, approval, location, construction, 
and/or installation of any data centers in Howell Township.  

 
WHEREAS, the Township currently has data processing listed as a permitted principal use 

in Article V, RT (Research and Technology) of its Zoning Ordinance, which the Township has 
administered to include development of data centers, but has yet to establish, approve, and 
implement additional performance standards specific for data centers; and 

 
WHEREAS, it has recently come to the attention of residents and the Howell Township 

Board members that the Township Board should study and review whether data centers require 
additional local regulation within Howell Township, and whether absent such additional local 
regulation, data centers may interfere with other land uses, and may have substantial impacts on 
the environment, public health, and safety, depending on the proposed size being sited by an 
applicant; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township has a legitimate public purpose in assessing the regulation of 
the establishment and use of data centers within the Township; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Township Board is desirous of assessing its regulations to implement an 

appropriate regulatory approach for addressing potential impacts of data centers while ensuring 
the productive and healthy development of data centers within the Township, which may include 
designated areas where data centers may be located within the Township; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Township Board wishes to consider and assess amendments to its current 

regulations  regarding the use of data centers that are consistent with all applicable state and federal 
laws, including any controlling precedent from the United States Supreme Court; and 

 
WHEREAS, the time to consider and assess regulation of data centers will take several 

months; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township is legitimately invested in ensuring that data centers do not 

interfere with other land uses, or have substantial negative impacts on the environment, public 
health, and safety; and 
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WHEREAS, it is a routine and an appropriate method to enact a reasonable and temporary 

moratorium to consider enactment of any amendment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township Board finds that it is necessary and reasonable to establish a 

temporary moratorium on the establishment and use of data centers within the Township for six 
(6) months or until the Township has enacted a regulatory ordinance setting forth the regulations 
for the establishment and use of data centers within the Township. 

 
THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED by the Township Board as follows: 

  
THE TOWNSHIP OF HOWELL, LIVINGSTON COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS: 
 
 Section 1: Moratorium. The Township hereby temporarily enacts a blanket prohibition 
on the establishment and use of data centers, including without limitation, approval of such use 
within the Township, pending further study and enactment of Township regulation addressing the 
same.  
 Section 2: Term; Renewal. This Ordinance shall terminate and be of no further effect six 
(6) months from the effective date of this Ordinance unless the Township Board adopts a resolution 
extending the moratorium or terminating the moratorium. 
 Section 3: Validity and Severability. Should any portion of this Ordinance be found 
invalid for any reason, such holding shall not be construed as affecting the validity of the remaining 
portions of this Ordinance. 
 Section 4: Repeal. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 
repealed only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect. 
 Section 5: Publication. This Ordinance or a summary thereof shall be promptly published 
in a newspaper of general circulation within the Township, as provided by law, and on the 
Township’s website. 

Section 6: Waiver. A waiver of the moratorium may be granted upon the request of an 
applicant if the Township Board finds that a waiver would not impact the health and safety of the 
Township and is deemed reasonable by the Township Board in exercising its legislative authority 
over land use regulation to remain consistent with the Township Zoning Ordinance.  
 

Section 7: Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after its 
publication as required by law. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
 
YEAS:             
 
NAYS:             
 
ABSENT/ABSTAIN:         
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ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
________________________________________ 
Mike Coddington, Howell Township Supervisor 

 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify that: 
 
1. The above is a true copy of the said Ordinance, adopted by the Township Board at a duly 

scheduled and noticed meeting of that Township Board held on November 20, 2025, 
pursuant to the required statutory procedures. 

 
2. The complete text of the Ordinance was posted at the Township Clerk’s office and on the 

Township’s website, https://www.howelltownshipmi.org/, on _________, 2025.  
 
3. A summary of this Ordinance was duly published in ____________________________, a 

newspaper that circulates within the Township, on ________, 2025 (within seven (7) days 
after adoption). 

 
4. Within one (1) week after publication, I recorded the Ordinance in a book of ordinances, 

including the date of adoption, the names of the Township Board Members voting, and 
how each Board Member voted.  

 
5. I filed a copy of the Ordinance with the Livingston County Clerk on ____________, 2025. 
 
 
ATTESTED:  
 
_____________________________________ 
Sue Daus, Howell Township Clerk 
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HOWELL TOWNSHIP 
LIVINGSTON COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 
 

ORDINANCE NO.  ____ 
 

At a regular meeting of the Township Board of Howell Township, Livingston County, Michigan, 
held at 3525 Byron Rd., Howell, Michigan 48855 on the 20th day of November, 2025, at 6:30 P.M., 
Township Board Member __________________ moved to adopt the following Ordinance, which 
motion was seconded by Township Board Member ____________________:  

An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of Howell Township; to amend 
Articles XVI to allow Renewable Energy Facilities, to create Article XXX a 
Renewable Energy Overlay District, and to provide for severability and repealer 
clauses of any ordinances inconsistent herewith.  

HOWELL TOWNSHIP ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT TO THE HOWELL TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO 
ARTICLE XVI, SPECIAL USES: The Howell Township Zoning Ordinance shall be amended to 
read as follows: 

 
ARTICLE XVI 

 
SPECIAL USES 

 
 
Section 16.15 – RENEWABLE ENERGY FACILITIES 
 
  

1) Abandonment: Any renewable energy system or facility that is no longer producing 
power over a consecutive 12-month period of time. 

 
2) Accessory Solar Energy Systems: A device, and/or components designed to 

generate renewable and store energy installed at individual residential or 
commercial locations which are incidental to the principle permitted use on a 
parcel of land. The use of such installation is exclusively for private purposes, 
and not for any commercial resale of any energy, except for the sale of surplus 
electrical energy back to the electrical grid. Examples include Building-
Mounted Solar Energy Collectors and Ground-Mounted Solar Energy 
Collectors. 
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3) Decommission: To remove and/or retire a renewable energy system or facility from 

active service, including the restoration of the ground to its original condition. 
 

4) Facility Boundary. The boundary around a parcel, multiple parcels, or portions 
thereof, leased or purchased for the purposes of operating a renewable energy 
facility. 

 
5) Nameplate Capacity: The designed full-load sustained generating output of an 

energy facility. This is determined by reference to the sustained output of an energy 
facility even if components of the energy facility are located on different parcels, 
whether contiguous or noncontiguous. 

 
6) Nonparticipating Property: A property that is adjacent to an energy facility and that 

is not a participating property. 
 
7) Occupied Community Building: a school, place of worship, day-care facility, public 

library, community center, or other similar building that the applicant knows or 
reasonably should know is used on a regular basis as a gathering place for 
community members. 

 
8) Solar Array: A collection of solar panels, wired together to generate electricity from 

the sun. 
 
9) Renewable Energy Facilities: A facility where the principal design, purpose, or use 

is to provide renewable energy via wind, solar and/or storage to off-site uses or the 
wholesale or retail sale of generated electricity. 

 
10) Renewable Energy Systems: A device, and/or components designed to generate 

renewable energy. 
 

11) Wind Energy Conversion System (WECS): Any device such as a turbine, windmill, 
or charger that converts wind energy to a usable form of energy. 

 
A. INTENT. Renewable Energy Facilities may only be permitted in the Howell Township 

Renewable Energy Overlay District. The following regulations are intended to ensure 
the interests of the landowner and the Township are achieved harmoniously with no 
negative effect to the long-term viability of the subject property or those surrounding 
it. In the Renewable Energy Overlay District where this special land use is permitted, 
facilities for the capture, storage, and distribution of renewable energy for commercial 
purposes. 

 
B. SOLAR AND STORAGE FACILITIES 
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1) Setbacks. The solar and storage renewable energy facility setback requirements are 
found in the table below. All associated accessory equipment shall be subject to 
the same requirements. Setback requirements for all yards may be increased or 
decreased by the Planning Commission based upon the following considerations: 

 
• The land use and zoning of adjacent properties, with particular attention 

to residential or other sensitive uses. 
• The presence and effectiveness of screening measures such as 

landscaping, fencing, or natural buffers. 
• Topographic conditions or existing vegetation that may reduce visual 

or noise impacts. 
• The orientation and design of the facility, including panel direction 

and placement of accessory structures. 
• Potential glare, noise, or other nuisance impacts on neighboring 

properties. 
 

 Renewable Energy Overlay District 

Adjacent 
Properties Residential Land Uses 

Place of Worship or 
Public Institutional Land 

Uses 

All Other 
Land 
Uses 

Front Yard 
Setback (adjacent 
to right-of-way) 

300ft from nearest 
dwelling unit or 100ft 

from property line 
whichever is greater 

300ft from nearest 
dwelling unit or 100ft 

from property line 
whichever is greater 

50ft from 
property 

line 

Side Yard 
Setback 

300ft from nearest 
dwelling unit or 100ft 

from property line 
whichever is greater 

300ft from nearest 
dwelling unit or 100ft 

from property line 
whichever is greater 

50ft from 
property 

line 

Rear Yard 
Setback 

300ft from nearest 
dwelling unit or 100ft 

from property line 
whichever is greater 

300ft from nearest 
dwelling unit or 100ft 

from property line 
whichever is greater 

50ft from 
property 

line 

In instances where the renewable energy facility is comprised of multiple 
parcels, these setbacks shall apply to the exterior perimeter of all adjoining 
parcels. All setback distances are measured from the property line, to the closest 
point of the renewable energy system. Should the nearest component of the 
renewable energy system be a solar or photovoltaic array, the measurement 
shall be taken from the array at minimum tilt. 

 
2) Lot Coverage. The area of the renewable solar energy facility and any 

associated accessory structures shall not exceed 75% of the square footage of the 
entire site within the facility boundary. Impervious surfaces for the purpose of 
calculating lot coverage for renewable solar energy systems include, but are not 
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limited to, mounting pads, footings, concrete, asphalt, or gravel driveways and 
walkways, and accessory structures. 

 
3) Height. The height of the renewable solar energy system and any mounts, 

buildings, accessory structures, and related equipment must not exceed twenty- 
five (25) feet when orientated at maximum tilt. Lightning rods may exceed 
twenty- five (25) feet in height, but they must be limited to the height necessary 
to protect the solar energy system from lightning and clearly shown in site plan 
proposals. 

 
The height of the renewable storage energy system or any structure constructed 
to enclose the system shall not exceed thirty (30) feet. 
 

4) Screening. Screening is required around the entire facility boundary perimeter 
to obscure, to the greatest extent possible, the solar or storage renewable energy 
system from all adjacent properties. Screening standards set forth in Section 
28.03.A. shall be applied to all solar and storage renewable energy facilities. 
Each owner, operator, or maintainer of solar or storage renewable energy 
facility to which this ordinance applies shall utilize good husbandry techniques 
with respect to said vegetation, including but not limited to, proper pruning, 
proper fertilizer, and proper mulching, so that the vegetation will reach maturity 
as soon as practical and will have maximum density in foliage. Dead or diseased 
vegetation shall be removed and must be replanted at the next appropriate 
planting time. An acceptable and reasonable long term landscape maintenance 
plan must be submitted prior to final approval. The Planning Commission may 
modify these requirements if it reasonably determines it necessary as it relates to 
proposed placement of renewable energy systems and adjacent land uses and/or 
zoning. 

 
5) Fencing. The facility boundary perimeter of a solar or storage renewable energy 

facility shall be completely enclosed by a lock gated perimeter fence at least eight 
(8) feet in height and in accordance with the other relevant Fencing and 
Protective Screening language of Section 14.26, 14.27, and 28.08 of the 
Township Zoning Ordinance. Additional fencing may be required for screening 
or security purposes in cases where the Planning Commission deems necessary. 
All fencing must comply with the latest version of the National Electrical Code. 

 
6) Glare. Solar renewable energy systems must be placed and oriented such that 

concentrated solar radiation and/or glare does not project onto roadways and 
nearby properties. Applicants have the burden of proving any glare produced does 
not cause annoyance, discomfort, or loss in visual performance and visibility. 
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An analysis by a qualified professional third-party, mutually agreeable by both 
the Township and applicant, shall be required to determine if glare from the 
utility-scale solar energy system will be visible from nearby residents and 
roadways. The analysis shall consider the changing position of the sun 
throughout the day and year, and its influence on the solar renewable energy 
system. 

 
7) Drainage and Stormwater. Renewable solar and storage energy facilities shall 

not increase stormwater runoff onto adjacent properties. The application shall 
include a drainage plan prepared by a registered civil engineer showing how 
stormwater runoff shall be managed and demonstrating that runoff from the site 
shall not cause undue flooding. Any necessary permits from outside agencies for off-
site discharge shall be provided. It should also be reasonably demonstrated that 
maintenance procedures and products will not introduce chemicals or create 
detrimental impacts to the natural environment, groundwater, and wildlife. 

 
8) Noise. The solar energy facility shall not generate a maximum sound in excess 

of 55 average hourly decibels as modeled at the property line. Decibel modeling 
shall use the A-weighted scale as designed by the American National Standards 
Institute. 

 
9) Code Compliance. All renewable storage energy facilities, all dedicated use 

buildings, and all other buildings or structures that (1) contain or are otherwise 
associated with a renewable storage energy facility and (2) subject to the 
Building Code shall be designed, erected, and installed in accordance with all 
applicable provisions of the Building Code, all applicable state and federal 
regulations, and industry standards as referenced in the Building Code and the 
Howell Township Zoning Ordinance. 

 
C. WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEM (WECS) 

 
1) Design Safety Certification. The safety of the design of all WECS structures shall 

comply with all current applicable State of Michigan guidelines and standards. 
 

2) Interference. All WECS structures shall be certified by the manufacturer to 
minimize or mitigate interference with existing electromagnetic 
communications, such as radio, telephone, microwave or television signals. 

 
3) Setbacks. The distance between a WECS and the nearest property line and/or 

nearest road right of way shall be at least two and one-tenth (2.1) times the blade 
tip height for occupied community buildings and residences on nonparticipating 
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properties and one and one-half (1.5) times the blade tip height from residences 
and other structures on participating properties, nonparticipating property lines, 
the public right-of-way, and overhead communication and electric transmission 
(not including utility service lines to individual houses or outbuildings). No part 
of the WECS structure, including guy wire anchors, may extend closer than ten 
(10) feet to the owner's property line. All accessory equipment shall be at least 
one hundred (100) feet from the nearest property line. Setback requirements for 
all yards may be increased or decreased by the Planning Commission based 
upon impacts to existing land uses and/or zoning of adjacent properties. 

 
4) Shadow Flicker. Each wind tower is sited such that any occupied community 

building or nonparticipating residence will not experience more than 30 hours 
per year of shadow flicker under planned operating conditions as indicated by 
industry standard computer modeling. 

 
5) Height. Each wind tower blade tip does not exceed the height allowed under a 

Determination of No Hazard to Air Navigation by the Federal Aviation 
Administration under 14 CFR part 77. 

 
6) Lighting. The WECS is equipped with a functioning light-mitigating 

technology. To allow proper conspicuity of a wind turbine at night during 
construction, a turbine may be lit with temporary lighting until the permanent 
lighting configuration, including the light-mitigating technology, is 
implemented. The Planning Commission may grant a temporary exemption 
from the requirements of this subparagraph if installation of appropriate light-
mitigating technology is not feasible. A request for a temporary exemption must 
be in writing and state all of the following: 

 
i. The purpose of the exemption. 

ii. The proposed length of the exemption. 
iii. A description of the light-mitigating technologies submitted to 

the Federal Aviation Administration. 
iv. The technical or economic reason a light-mitigating technology is 

not feasible. 
v. Any other relevant information requested by the Planning Commission. 

 
7) Guy Wires. If an on-site WECS is supported by guy wires, the wires shall be 

clearly visible to a height of at least six (6) feet above the guy wire anchors. 
 

8) Fencing. Facilities shall be completely enclosed by a lock gated perimeter fence 
at least eight (8) feet in height and in accordance with the other relevant Fencing 
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and Protective Screening language of Section 14.26, 14.27, and 28.08 of the 
Township Zoning Ordinance. Additional fencing may be required for screening 
or security purposes in cases where the Planning Commission deems necessary. 
All fencing must comply with the latest version of the National Electrical Code. 

 
9) Noise. WECS facility shall not generate a maximum sound in excess of 55 

average hourly decibels as modeled at the property line. Decibel modeling shall 
use the A-weighted scale as designed by the American National Standards 
Institute. 

 
10) Color. Towers and blades shall be a non-reflective neutral color. 

 
11) Controls and Brakes. All commercial WECS structures shall be equipped with 

manual and automatic controls to limit rotation of blades to a speed below the 
designed limits of the WECS. The Professional Engineer must certify that the 
rotor and overspeed control design and fabrication conform to applicable design 
standards. No changes or alterations from certified design shall be permitted 
unless accompanied by a Professional Engineer’s statement of certification. 

 
12) Compliance with FAA. It shall be the responsibility of the applicant to obtain 

the appropriate FAA permits for the WECS structure, or to obtain a 
determination of no significant impact to air navigation from the FAA. 

 
13) Climb Prevention. All commercial WECS structures must be protected by anti- 

climbing devices. 
 

14) Warning Signage. A visible warning sign of High Voltage is required to be 
placed at the base of all commercial WECS structures. Such signs shall also be 
located at all points of site ingress and egress. 

 
D. STANDARDS FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY FACILITIES 

 
1) Abandonment, Removal, Repowering and/or Maintenance. If a renewable 

energy facility ceases to perform its intended function (generating electricity) 
for more than 12 consecutive months, the operator shall remove all associated 
equipment and facilities no later than 90 days after the end of the 12-month 
period. Where the removal has not been lawfully completed as required above, 
and after at least 30 days’ written notice, the Township may remove or secure 
the removal of the renewable energy facility and/or system or if due to 
abandonment and/or negligence to maintain, the Township shall have the right 
to enter the site for the reason of repowering the facility, in cases where repairs 
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or replacements to the renewable energy system components are necessary, in 
order to properly maintain the system. The Township’s actual cost and 
reasonable administrative charges to be covered by the operator’s security bond. 
Charges may include the procurement of a contractor with the expertise to 
oversee and execute the entire set of repairs and/or maintenance to restore the 
site to its original capacity. Any costs incurred by the Township above and 
beyond the value of the security bond will be the responsibility of the operator. 

 
2) Decommissioning. The ground shall be restored to its original condition within 

60 days of removal of structures. The restoration will include returning all soil 
within the facility to its original environmental state of which record must be 
taken prior to the commencement of construction. Acceptable ground covers 
include grasses, trees, crops, or other material demonstrated to be characteristic 
of the surrounding land. All above and below ground materials shall be removed 
when the renewable energy facility and/or system is decommissioned. All 
installed landscaping and greenbelts shall be permitted to remain on the site as 
well as any reusable infrastructure as determined by the Township. These can 
include service drives, utilities, etc. 

 
Guarantee. A letter of credit, cash deposit, or other security instrument found 
acceptable to the Township Board shall be posted by the owner(s) and/or operator 
of the Utility-scale solar energy facility. Such surety shall be equal to one-
hundred twenty five (125) percent of the total cost of decommissioning and/or 
reclamation based on an estimate that shall be presented by the applicant and 
evaluated and approved by the township. The guarantee shall be increase by a 
minimum of 3% each year or equal to one hundred twenty five (125) percent of 
a new estimate. The cost of decommissioning shall be re-reviewed and submitted 
to the Township annually to ensure adequate funds are allocated for 
decommissioning. The developer shall provide a new estimate at least every 
five (5) years to assess whether the guarantee should be appropriately adjusted 
to reflect the current decommissioning cost. 

 
3) The applicant shall engage a certified professional engineer acceptable to the 

Township to estimate the total cost of decommissioning all structures in the 
facility in accordance with the requirements of this Ordinance, including 
reclamation to the original site conditions. 

 
4) A security bond, if utilized, shall be posted and maintained with an A-Rated 

bonding company licensed in the State of Michigan or a Federal or State-
chartered lending institution acceptable to the Township. 
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5) Any bonding company or lending institution shall provide the Township with 
90 days’ notice of the expiration of the security bond. Lapse of a valid security 
bond is grounds for the actions defined below. 

 
6) If at any time during the operation of the renewable energy facility, prior to, 

during, or after the sale or transfer of ownership and/or operation of the facility 
the security instrument is not maintained, the Township may take any action 
permitted by law, to revoke the special land use, order a cessation of operations, 
and order removal of the structure and reclamation of the site. 

 
7) In the event of sale or transfer of ownership and/or operation of the renewable 

energy facility, the security instrument shall be maintained throughout the 
entirety of the process. The security instrument shall be maintained until 
decommissioning and removal has been completed to the satisfaction of the 
Township. 

 
8) Provision of Manufacturers’ Safety Data Sheet(s). The applicant must submit 

manufacturer safety data sheets for all proposed equipment. If approval is 
granted, applicant must provide the Township with finalized manufacturer 
safety data sheets both to be kept on record with the Township and on-site in a 
clearly marked waterproof container. Applicants must provide updated 
manufacturer data sheets whenever equipment is modified so that all records 
are up to date. Documentation shall include the type and quantity of all materials 
used in the operation of all equipment. 

 
9) Fire Response. All electrical equipment associated with and necessary for the 

operations of the facility shall comply with all local and state codes. All design 
and installation work shall comply with all applicable provisions of the National 
Electrical Code (NEC). 

 
10) The applicant shall provide training, at no cost to the Township, before, 

approximately halfway through and after construction for all emergency service 
departments serving the Township. Including all other requirements for 
permits, all three (3) trainings must have been completed to receive final zoning 
permits. Trainings upon the completion and during the operation of the 
renewable energy facility will be conducted upon the request of all emergency 
service departments but not exceed four (4) trainings per any given twelve (12) 
month period. 

 
11) The applicant shall provide a set of procedures and protocols for managing risk 

or fire and for responding in the event of an emergency at the facility. It will be 
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the burden of the applicant to ensure said procedures and protocols provided to 
the various emergency service departments is the most up to date version. 

 
12) Special equipment that may be required to ensure the safety of fire and rescue 

personnel when responding to an emergency at the facility shall be provided at 
no cost to the Township prior to commencement of construction of the facility. 
The authority to determine whether, and what type of, special equipment is 
needed shall be with the fire and/or rescue department(s) serving the Township. 

 
13) The applicant shall provide for and maintain reasonable means of access for 

emergency services. Lock boxes and keys shall be provided at locked entrances 
for emergency personnel access. If any adjoining properties are damaged as a 
result of ingress/egress to the facility, the applicant shall remedy all damages in 
full. 

 
14) Anticipated Construction Schedule. Applicant must provide an anticipated 

construction schedule which highlights when potentially hazardous materials will 
be brought on-site and installed. 

 
15) Permits. Applicant must coordinate with all applicable agencies for required 

permitting including but not limited to the Livingston County Road 
Commission and/or Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) 
Livingston County Drain Commission, Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy 
(EGLE), etc. 

 
16) Photographic Record. Applicant must submit a complete set of photos and video 

of the entire development area prior to construction. This will be used as historical 
documentation for the township to secure and refer to if/when decommissioning 
and redevelopment activities take place. 

 
17) Site Security. A security plan shall be submitted with the special land use 

application and site plan application for a renewable energy facility. Additional 
fees may be required to cover specialized reviews of these plans and or 
the Township’s building official’s inspection of the site. The security plan shall: 

 
i. Show all points of secured access as well as the means for limiting 

access to authorized personnel only. 
ii. Along with other signage requirements in this Ordinance and the 

Township Sign Ordinance, install and maintain warning signage on 
all dangerous equipment and facility entrances. 
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iii. Provide a schedule outlining the implementation and maintenance 
of site security as well as routine inspections to ensure site security 
infrastructure is intact and operating as intended. 

 
18) Indemnity. Applicant will indemnify and hold the Township harmless from any 

costs or liability arising from the approval, installation, construction, 
maintenance, use, repair, or removal of the Utility-scale solar energy facility 
and/or system, which is subject to the Township’s review and approval. 

 
19) Ownership Changes: If the owner of the Utility-scale solar energy facility 

changes or the owner of the property changes, the special use permit shall 
remain in effect, provided that the successor owner or operator assumes in 
writing all of the obligations of the special use permit, site plan approval, and 
decommissioning responsibilities. A new owner or operator of the Utility-scale 
solar energy facility shall notify the Township of such change in ownership or 
operator within 30 days of the ownership change. A new owner or operator must 
provide such notification to the Township in writing. The special use permit and 
all other local approvals for the Utility-scale solar energy facility may be 
determined by the Township Board at a public meeting to be void if a new owner 
or operator fails to provide written notification to the Township in the required 
timeframe, unless the new owner or operator provides a reasonable explanation 
for any delay. Reinstatement of a void special use permit will be subject to the 
same review and approval processes for new applications under this Ordinance. 

 
20) Location: Renewable Energy Facilities shall be permitted only within the 

Renewable Energy Overlay District as designated in Section 30.01. This 
requirement does not apply to Accessory Solar Energy Systems, as outlined in 
Section 16.15(G). 

 
E. RENEWABLE ENERGY FACILITIES SITE PLAN REQUIREMENTS.  

 
Applications for all renewable energy facilities must be accompanied by detailed site 
plans, drawn to scale and dimensioned and certified by a registered engineer licensed 
in the State of Michigan. All site plans shall conform to the requirements listed in 
Article XX. In addition they shall display the following information: 

 
1. Horizontal and vertical to scale drawings (elevations) with dimensions that 

show the location of the proposed solar array(s), wind turbines and energy 
storage facilities, buildings, structures, electrical tie lines and transmission lines, 
security fencing and all above ground structures and utilities on the property. 

 
2. Location of all existing and proposed overhead and underground electrical 
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transmission or distribution lines within the renewable energy facility and 
within one hundred (100) feet of all facility boundary property lines. Use of 
above-ground lines shall be kept to a minimum. 

 
3. Planned security measures to prevent unauthorized trespass and access during 

the construction, operation, removal, maintenance or repair of the renewable 
energy facility. In no instance shall barbwire be used. 

 
4. A written description of the maintenance program to be used for the renewable 

energy facility, including decommissioning and removal. The description shall 
include maintenance schedules, types of maintenance to be performed, and 
decommissioning and removal procedures and schedules if the renewable 
energy facility is decommissioned. Description should include the average 
useful life of all primary renewable energy system equipment and components 
being proposed. 

 
5. Additional detail(s) and information as required by the Planning Commission 

and/or Township Board. 
 

F. RENEWABLE ENERGY FACILITIES REQUIRED STUDIES.  
 
All studies and analyses listed below may be required for renewable energy 
facilities as determined appropriate by the Planning Commission based on the size, 
location, and potential impacts of the proposed project. The Commission may 
waive or modify these requirements if it determines that sufficient information is 
otherwise available or the study is not necessary to ensure public health, safety, and 
welfare. 
1. Stormwater Study. A stormwater plan prepared by a qualified professional shall 

be submitted in accordance with Part 31 of the Michigan Natural Resources and 
Environmental Protection Act (NREPA), and any applicable Township 
stormwater regulations. The analysis should address how site design, including 
layout, slope, and panel spacing, affects stormwater runoff and infiltration. 
Engineered stormwater solutions may be required where natural infiltration is 
not feasible. 

 
2. Wildlife Impact Analysis. For sites with potential sensitive habitat or wildlife 

concerns, the Planning Commission may require the applicant to provide a 
wildlife and habitat assessment. This assessment should include a review of 
known species and habitats using available data from the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Where applicable, the 
applicant shall implement best management practices and comply with relevant 
State and Federal endangered species protection laws. 
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3. Natural Feature Preservation Study. Applicants shall identify and preserve, to 

the extent feasible, significant natural features such as mature trees, wetlands, 
and natural grade. Tree clearing should be minimized, especially in setback 
areas. A tree inventory may be required for trees 6” DBH or greater if significant 
clearing is proposed. 

 
4. Environmental Impact Analysis. The applicant shall provide a summary 

identifying how the proposed facility complies with relevant parts of the 
Michigan Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act (Act 451 of 
1994), including but not limited to: 

 
i. Michigan Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act 

(Act 451 of 1994, MCL 324.101 et seq.) including but not 
limited to: 

ii. Part 31 Water Resources Protection (MCL seq.), 
iii. Part 91 Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control (MCL 

324.9101 et seq.), 
iv. Part 301 Inland Lakes and Streams (MCL 324.30101 et seq.), 
v. Part 303 Wetlands (MCL 324.30301 et seq.), 

vi. Part 323 Shoreland Protection and Management (MCL 
324.32301 et seq.), 

vii. Part 325 Great Lakes Submerged Lands (MCL 324.32501 et seq.), 
viii. Part 353 Sand Dunes Protection and Management (MCL 

324.35301 et seq.). 
ix. The Township may request documentation from relevant 

regulatory agencies to confirm compliance with required permits 
and standards. 

 
G. ACCESSORY SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS 

 
1. Intent. Accessory Solar Energy Systems including all solar technologies and 

batteries for energy storage generated by the solar technologies are hereby 
permitted as accessory uses and subject to approval or a certificate of Zoning 
Compliance per Section 21.04 of this Ordinance. Typically installed at 
individual residential or commercial locations, use is exclusively for private 
purposes, and not for any commercial resale of any energy, except for the sale or 
credit of surplus electrical energy back to the electrical grid. Any accessory solar 
energy system shall be designed and size to provide for the energy needs of the 
principal use. The following requirements shall apply to all Accessory Solar 
Energy Systems for private use. 
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2. Building-Mounted Solar Energy Requirements. Any building-mounted solar 

energy system shall be a permitted accessory use by right in all zoning districts, 
subject to the following requirements: 

 
i. Solar energy systems that are mounted on the roof of a building 

shall not project more than the highest point on the roof. 
Additionally, they are not to exceed the maximum building 
height limitation for the zoning district in which it is located and 
shall not project beyond the eaves of the roof. 

 
ii. Solar energy systems that are wall-mounted shall not exceed 

the height of the building wall to which they are attached. 
 

iii. Solar energy systems that are mounted on the roof or on a wall 
of a building, shall not be angled in such a way that glare from 
the surface is directed at a neighboring residential structure. 

 
iv. The design of accessory solar energy system, and the 

installation and use thereof, shall conform to the State 
Construction Code and all other applicable building, electrical, 
and fire codes. 

 
3. Ground-Mounted Solar Energy System Requirements. A ground-mounted 

solar energy system is considered an accessory structure and may be permitted 
as an accessory use by right in all zoning districts, subject to the following 
requirements: 

 
i. Ground-mounted solar energy systems may be located in the rear 

yard and the side yard, but must meet the required side and rear yard 
setbacks of the district in which they are located. Ground- mounted 
solar energy collectors may be located within the front yard if the 
following criteria are met: 

 
a) The parcel is located in AR district. 
b) The principal building is located at a minimum of 200% of the 

required front yard setback. 
c) Ground-mounted solar energy systems shall meet the front 

yard setback. 
d) Vegetative screening materials must meet the requirements of 

Section 28.04. 
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ii. Ground-mounted solar energy systems shall not exceed the height 
of fifteen (15) feet, measured from the ground at the base of such 
equipment at full tilt. 

 
iii. The ground-mounted solar energy systems shall not be angled in 

such a way that glare from the surface is directed at a neighboring 
residential structure. 

 
iv. The design of ground-mounted solar energy systems, and the 

installation and use thereof, shall conform to the State Construction 
Code and all other applicable building, electrical, and fire codes. 

 
v. The lot coverage area, as measured from edge to edge, at minimum 

tilt, horizontally with the ground, of the solar array shall not exceed 
50% of the square footage of the primary building of the property 
and shall comply with the maximum ground floor coverage referred 
to in Section 3.17. 

 
Section 16.19 – Will be removed from the Ordinance. 
  
 
SECTION 2. AMENDMENT TO THE HOWELL TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO 
ARTICLE XXX, RENEWABLE ENERGY OVERLAY DISTRICT: The Howell Township 
Zoning Ordinance shall be amended to read as follows: 
 

ARTICLE XXX 
 

RENEWABLE ENERGY OVERLAY DISTRICT 
 

 
Section 30.01 – PURPOSE 
 

A. GENERAL PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 
It is the purpose of this Section to establish Overlay Districts that provide additional 
land use standards, development guidelines, or use permissions tailored to specific 
geographic areas or planning objectives within Howell Township. Overlay Districts are 
intended to address unique community goals, environmental considerations, 
infrastructure needs, or economic development opportunities, while maintaining 
compatibility with the underlying zoning and promoting the health, safety, and general 
welfare of the Township. These districts are designed to ensure coordinated and 
context-sensitive development that supports the long-term vision of the Master Plan 
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and other adopted policies. 
 

B. SPECIFIC PURPOSE STATEMENTS 
 
1. Renewable Energy Facilities Overlay District 

 
It is the purpose of the Renewable Energy Overlay District to provide 
appropriate locations for Renewable Energy Facilities. This district is intended 
to ensure such facilities are developed in a location that is compatible with 
surrounding land uses, minimizes adverse impacts on the community and 
environment, and supports the safe, efficient production of renewable energy 
in accordance with state law. The Renewable Energy Facilities Overlay District 
shall be incorporated into the official Zoning Map and shall be adopted in the 
manor identified in Section 3.02. 

 
 
SECTION 3. REPEAL: This Ordinance hereby repeals any ordinances in conflict herewith. 
 
SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY: The various parts, sections and clauses of this Ordinance are 
declared to be severable.  If any part, sentence, paragraph, section or clause is adjudged 
unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of the Ordinance 
shall not be affected. 
 
SECTION 5. SAVINGS CLAUSE: That nothing in this Ordinance hereby adopted be construed 
to affect any just or legal right or remedy of any character nor shall any just or legal right or remedy 
of any character be lost, impaired, or affected by this Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 6. PUBLICATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE: This Ordinance is hereby declared to 
have been adopted by the Howell Township Board at a meeting thereof duly called and held on 
the 20th day of November, 2025, was ordered to be given publication in the manner required by 
law, and was ordered to be given effect as mandated by statute. 
 
YEAS: _____________________________________________ 
NAYS: _____________________________________________ 
ABSENT/ABSTAIN: _________________________________ 
 
       HOWELL TOWNSHIP:    
  
       BY: ___________________________ 
             Sue Daus, Clerk  
ADOPTED:     
PUBLISHED:     
EFFECTIVE:     
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CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Susan Daus, the Clerk of Howell Township, Livingston County, Michigan, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of Ordinance No.          , adopted by the 
Howell Township Board at a regular meeting held on November 20, 2025.   
 
The following members of the Township Board were present at that meeting: 
              
              
The Ordinance was adopted by the Township Board with   ______ members of the Board 
voting in favor and     members voting in opposition.  Notice of adoption and 
publication of the Ordinance was published in the ___________               on ____________, 2025.  
The Ordinance shall be effective on ___________  , 2025, seven (7) days after 
publication. 
 
      By: ________________________________ 
       Susan Daus, Township Clerk 
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preserved its right to enforce its Zoning Ordinance in the future. Accordingly, this matter 
is considered closed. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 

 
DAVID J .  SZYMANSKI 
ASSOCIATE 

Direct: 517.381.3188 

dszymanski@fsbrlaw.com 

 
DJS/jns 
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Howell Township 
Resolution Setting Township Water Charges 

Resolution Number 11.25.______ 

At a regular meeting of the Howell Township Board, Livingston County, Michigan, held at the Rod 

Bushey Center, 1200 W. Grand River Ave., Howell Michigan, on the 20th day of November 2025 at 6:30 

p.m., Eastern Daylight Time.  

Present:  

Absent: 

The following resolution was offered by _____________ and supported by ________________: 

WHEREAS, Ordinance 294 of Howell Township, entitled the Water Supply and Wastewater Collection 

and Treatment System Ordinance, provides for the operation and maintenance of a sanitary sewage 

disposal system by the Township; 

WHEREAS, Ordinance 294 empowers the Township with the authority to fix from time to time just and 

reasonable rates and other charges as may be deemed advisable for supplying the inhabitants of the 

Township and others with a water supply system; and 

WHEREAS, Section 6 of Ordinance 294 authorizes the Township Board to, by ordinance or resolution, 

establish the fee for the connection permit for each single family residential premises or single family 

Residential Equivalent (RE) connecting to any water lines within the Township; and 

WHEREAS, Section 6-G of Ordinance 294 further provides that the amount of the Connection Fee may 

be modified from time to time by the Township Board as may be required to recover the Township’s 

capacity costs in the system; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Board has historically allowed the Connection Fee to increase by 5% but for 

in any year where the Township Board has resolved by resolution to maintain the then applicable 

Connection Fee; and 



WHEREAS, for purposes of establishing the Connection Fee as of January 1, 2026, the Township 

Board desires to resolve the applicable Connection Fee as set forth herein. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED b the Township Board of Howell Township, Livingston 

County, Michigan, as follows: 

1. The Connection Fee as of January 1, 2026 is $_____________ for each single family

residential premises or single family residential equivalent (RE).

2. Such amount shall increase by 5% on each succeeding January 1, unless otherwise resolved

by the Howell Township Board.

All prior resolutions and parts of prior resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions of 

this resolution are hereby rescinded. 

Yeas: 

Nays: 

RESOLUTION DECLARED _____________ 

STATE OF MICHIGAN  ) 
) ss 

COUNTY OF LIVINGSTON ) 

I, Sue Daus, Clerk of Howell Township, hereby certify this to be a true and complete copy of this 
resolution, duly adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Board. 

____________________________ 
Sue Daus, Howell Township Clerk  
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Howell Township 
Resolution Setting Township Sewer Charges 

Resolution Number 11.25._____ 

At a regular meeting of the Howell Township Board, Livingston County, Michigan, held at the Rod 

Bushey Center, 1200 W. Grand River Ave., Howell Michigan, on the 20th day of November 2025 at 6:30 

p.m., Eastern Daylight Time.  

Present:  

Absent: 

The following resolution was offered by _____________ and supported by ________________: 

WHEREAS, Ordinance 294 of Howell Township, entitled the Wastewater Collection and Treatment 

System Ordinance, provides for the operation and maintenance of a sanitary sewage disposal system by 

the Township; 

WHEREAS, Ordinance 294 empowers the Township with the authority to fix from time to time just and 

reasonable rates and other charges as may be deemed advisable for supplying the inhabitants of the 

Township and others with a sanitary sewage disposal system; and 

WHEREAS, Section 7-I of Ordinance 294 authorizes the Township Board to, by ordinance or resolution, 

establish the fee for the connection permit for each single family residential premises or single family 

Residential Equivalent (RE) connecting to any sanitary sewer lines within the Township; and 

WHEREAS, Section 7-I of Ordinance 294 establishes that each single family residential premises or 

single family Residential Equivalent (RE) connecting to any sanitary sewer lines within the Township 

shall pay a connection fee of $4,200.00 as of January 1, 2004, and such amount shall increase by 5% on 

each succeeding January 1, unless otherwise resolved by the Howell Township Board; and WHEREAS, 

Section 7-I of Ordinance 294 further provides that the amount of the Connection Fee may be modified 

from time to time by the Township Board as may be required to recover the Township’s capacity costs in 

the system; and 



WHEREAS, the Township Board has historically allowed the Connection Fee to increase by 5% but for 

in any year where the Township Board has resolved by resolution to maintain the then applicable 

Connection Fee; and 

WHEREAS, for purposes of establishing the Connection Fee as of January 1, 2026, the Township 

Board desires to resolve the applicable Connection Fee as set forth herein. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED b the Township Board of Howell Township, Livingston 

County, Michigan, as follows: 

1. The Connection Fee as of January 1, 2026 is $_____________ for each single family

residential premises or single family residential equivalent (RE).

2. Such amount shall increase by 5% on each succeeding January 1, unless otherwise resolved

by the Howell Township Board.

All prior resolutions and parts of prior resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions of 

this resolution are hereby rescinded. 

Yeas: 

Nays: 

RESOLUTION DECLARED _____________ 

STATE OF MICHIGAN  ) 
) ss 

COUNTY OF LIVINGSTON ) 

I, Sue Daus, Clerk of Howell Township, hereby certify this to be a true and complete copy of this 
resolution, duly adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Board. 

____________________________ 
Sue Daus, Howell Township Clerk  
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Howell Township 
Livingston County, Michigan 

Resolution to Establish Township Meeting Dates for 2026 
November 20, 2025 

11.25. 

At a regular meeting of the Howell Township Board, held at the Rod Bushey Center on the 2 0th day 

of November 2025 at 6:30 p.m. 

Present: 

Absent: 

The following resolution was offered by _ _ and supported by ___ _ 

WHEREAS, the Board of the Township of Howell, County of Livingston, State of Michigan, at a 
regular meeting, desires to set the meeting dates for the calendar year 2026 per MCL 41.72a(l) 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Howell Township, that the Township 
Board's regular meetings take place on the second Monday of each month, the Planning 
Commission's regular meetings take place on the fourth Tuesday of each month, and the Zoning 
Board of Appeals' regular meetings take place on the third Tuesday of each month; and 

WHEREAS, exceptions due to holidays shall follow MCL 41.72a(l) and be the next secular day, 
and the Township Board's March meeting will be the second Tuesday of the month due to March 
Board of Review, and the Planning Commission's and Zoning Board of Appeals' meetings in 
November and December will be one week prior due to Thanksgiving and Christmas as shown on the 
attached calendar. 

Yeas: 

Nays: 

RESOLUTION DECLARED 

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
) ss 

COUNTY OF LIVINGSTON ) 

I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk for the Township of Howell, Livingston 
County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of certain 
proceedings taken by the Howell Township Board at a meeting held on this day, and further certify 

that the above resolution was adopted at said meeting. 

Sue Daus, Howell Township Clerk 
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From: Ben G   
Sent: Tuesday, October 14, 2025 11:20 PM 
To: Trent Cunningham <tcunningham@fsbrlaw.com> 
Subject: Re: Howell Township FOIA Response 

 

RE: FOIA Appeal – Fee and Partial Denial (MCL 15.240 & MCL 15.240a) 

Dear Trent Cunningham, 

Pursuant to the Michigan Freedom of Information Act (MCL 15.240 and MCL 15.240a), I 
hereby submit this formal appeal of the Township’s FOIA response letter dated 10/14/2025, 
regarding my request received by the Township on or about September 22, 2025. 

 

1. Appeal of Fees – “Unreasonably High Cost” 

The Township’s response letter cites MCL 15.234(3) to justify an “unreasonably high cost” 
fee totaling $293.10, with a remaining balance due of $143.10. I respectfully appeal this fee 
assessment on the following grounds: 

• The Township’s explanation of “unreasonably high costs” lacks the specific factual 
basis required by MCL 15.234(3). General statements that staff time is diverted from 
other duties or that “hundreds of pages” exist are insufficient without clear evidence 
that this request imposes costs beyond those of typical FOIA requests. 

• The Township indicates it used multiple employee rates, including those of higher-
paid officials such as the Township Treasurer, to calculate the cost. Under MCL 
15.234(1)(a), labor charges must be based on the lowest-paid employee capable of 
performing the task. “Password restrictions” or record access convenience do not 
meet the statutory threshold for bypassing lower-paid personnel. 

• Several FOIA requests have been submitted to the Township for substantially 
the same subject matter. Because the Township has already performed similar 
searches, reviews, and redactions for those prior requests, charging new requestors 
full labor costs for the same materials is duplicative and not “reasonable” under 
MCL 15.234(3). 

• If the Township already located and reviewed these records in response to earlier 
FOIA requests, the labor to produce them again should be minimal and not justify 
an “unreasonably high cost” determination. 



Accordingly, I request that the Township reduce or waive the assessed fee, or provide a 
revised cost estimate reflecting: 

• The actual lowest-paid employee capable of performing each function; 

• A detailed justification for why prior searches and reviews cannot be reused; and 

• A specific factual explanation for any claimed “unreasonably high cost.” 

 

2. Request for Fee Waiver – Public Interest 

Under MCL 15.234(1), a public body may waive or reduce fees when disclosure is in the 
public interest. My request concerns matters of significant community importance — 
specifically, Township planning, zoning, and development activities that affect the public’s 
understanding of local government operations and decision-making. 
Disclosure of these communications contributes directly to government transparency and 
accountability, and therefore qualifies for a public-interest fee waiver or substantial 
reduction. 

 

3. Appeal of Partial Denial / Redactions 

I also appeal the Township’s partial denial of records under MCL 15.243(1)(a) (privacy 
exemption) and MCL 15.243(1)(g) (attorney-client privilege). 
While personal addresses and private contact information may be properly redacted, 
overbroad use of these exemptions risks withholding information of public concern. I 
request that the Township: 

• Conduct a narrower review of redactions to ensure only personal identifiers are 
withheld; 

• Provide an index of withheld documents or a privilege log describing each withheld 
record’s general nature (without disclosing privileged content), as required for 
meaningful review; and 

• Release any records where the public interest in disclosure outweighs minimal 
privacy concerns. 

 

4. Requested Relief 

I respectfully request that the Howell Township Board: 



1. Reconsider and reduce or waive the assessed FOIA fees; 

2. Provide a specific factual justification for the “unreasonably high cost” 
determination; 

3. Review withheld or redacted records for over-application of exemptions; 
and 

4. Release all non-exempt records without additional charge. 

 

5. Delivery of Decision 

Please provide a written response to this appeal within 10 business days as required by 
MCL 15.240(2) and MCL 15.240a(2). 
You may send your decision and any revised cost estimate to me via email at [your email 
address] or by mail to the address above. 

Thank you for your time and commitment to ensuring transparency in Howell Township’s 
operations. 

Sincerely, 
Ben Gresko 
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been redacted because disclosure of such information would be an unwarranted invasion 
of privacy, and the public interest in disclosure does not outweigh the privacy interest in 
nondisclosure because public disclosure of personal addresses and contact information 
does not “contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of 
the government.” Rataj v City of Romulus, 306 Mich App 735, 751, 754; 858 NW2d 116 
(2014) (“Home addresses, dates of birth, and telephone numbers typically constitute 
information of a personal nature within the meaning of the privacy exemption”). 
Additionally, your request is denied to the extent you are seeking information and 
communications that are exempt from disclosure pursuant to attorney-client privilege. 
MCL 15.243(1)(g).  
 
To process your request, the Township is required to search for and locate records that 
are responsive to your request, which requires staff time and takes time away from their 
statutory duties and other employment obligations, resulting in unreasonably high costs to 
the Township compared to its normal FOIA requests. Moreover, the Township must 
review each record to ensure that the record does not fall under an applicable FOIA 
exemption, which takes additional time and results in additional costs to the Township. 
See MCL 15.243(1).  
 
For the reasons articulated above, among other things, searching, locating, and reviewing 
public records responsive to your request will require significant efforts and staff time on 
behalf of the Township. This will result in unreasonably high costs to the Township 
compared to its normal FOIA costs, requiring it to charge fees as permitted under the 
FOIA. MCL 15.234(3). An enclosed Detailed Cost Itemization Form contains your final 
FOIA fees (Enclosure #2). The total cost to fulfill your request is $293.10. Since you 
have already paid $150.00 as a good faith deposit, the total amount due to the 
Township to receive your records is $143.10. Please make any checks payable to 
Howell Township, and if mailing a deposit, address all postage to Howell Township, 3525 Byron 
Road, Howell, MI 48855. You may direct inquiries to the Township’s Deputy Clerk by phone at 
(517) 546-2817 (ext. 105) or via email at deputyclerk@howelltownshipmi.org to arrange 
payment.  
 
Due to the nature of your request, Township officials and staff were required to search 
through their email addresses, text messages, and files (including those files maintained on 
local devices or in password protected accounts). The Township has calculated the 
relevant FOIA fee according to MCL 15.234 by using “the hourly wage of its lowest-paid 
employee capable of searching” for the relevant records. MCL 15.234(1)(a) (emphasis 
added). Because certain records can only be accessed by specific officials or staff, the 
Township was required to use three different hourly rates because those rates represent 
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the lowest-paid employee “capable” of locating the specific records. For example, the 
Township Treasurer’s hourly rate was used to calculate the portion of the fee that 
corresponds with the time spent by the Township Treasurer to locate records that only 
he is “capable” of accessing or locating (due to password restrictions, records being 
stored on local devices, etc.). These hourly rates are reflected in the enclosed Detailed 
Cost Itemization.  
 
A preliminary search for responsive records has located hundreds of pages of potentially 
responsive documents and communications. Accordingly, the Township anticipates that it 
will take approximately 15 business days after payment of the required FOIA fee to 
review, compile, and produce the public records responsive to your request. This best-
efforts time estimate is not binding on the Township but is made in good faith to provide 
the requested records pursuant to the FOIA. MCL 15.234(8). 
 
To the extent your request has been denied, you are entitled under MCL 15.240 to 
appeal to the Howell Township Board or commence an action in the circuit court to 
compel disclosure of the requested records if you believe they were wrongfully withheld 
from disclosure. If, after judicial review, the court determines that the Township has not 
complied with MCL 15.235 in this denial and orders disclosure of all or a portion of a 
public record, you have the right to receive attorneys’ fees and damages as provided in 
MCL 15.240, a copy of which is enclosed (Enclosure #3). Please refer to MCL 15.240a 
regarding a FOIA requestor’s ability to appeal FOIA fees.  
 
If you have any questions about the content of this letter and response, please contact 
the undersigned. Please find a copy of the Township’s FOIA Procedures and Guidelines 
and its Written Public Summary of the same online here: 
https://www.howelltownshipmi.org/community/forms.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
TRENT J .  CUNNINGHAM 
ASSOCIATE 

Direct: 517.381.3182 

tcunningham@fsbrlaw.com 

 
Enclosures: (1) FOIA Request; (2) Detailed Cost Itemization; (3) MCL 15.240  



ENCLOSURE 1 







ENCLOSURE 2 





 FOIA Detailed Cost Itemization Form 
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2. Labor Cost to Locate: 
This is the cost of labor directly associated with the necessary searching for, locating, and examining public 
records in conjunction with receiving and fulfilling a granted written request. This fee is being charged 
because failure to do so will result in unreasonably high costs to the township that are excessive and 
beyond the normal or usual amount for those services compared to the township’s usual FOIA 
requests, because of the nature of the request in this particular instance, specifically: The Township is 
required to have all staff and officials search through their emails, text messages, and other files (including in 
local devices and password restricted accounts) to locate records and communications that may be responsive 
to your broad request, which takes time away from statutory duties and other employment obligations, resulting 
in unreasonably high costs to the Township.  
 
The township will not charge more than the hourly wage of its lowest-paid employee capable of searching for, 
locating, and examining the public records in this particular instance, regardless of whether that person is 
available or who actually performs the labor.  
 
These costs will be estimated and charged in 15-minute time increments (must be 15-minutes or more); all 
partial time increments must be rounded down. If the number of minutes is less than 15, there is no charge. 
 
Hourly Wage Charged: $48.96                             Charge per increment: $12.24 
 
Hourly Wage Charged: $36.00                             Charge per increment: $9.00 
 
Hourly Wage Charged: $28.72                            Charge per increment: $7.18 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Number of 
increments 
 
x 10 = 
 
x 7 = 
 
x 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
$122.40 
 
$63.00 
 
$57.44 
 
Total Labor 
Cost: 
 
$242.84 
 
 

 
3a. Employee Labor Cost for Separating Exempt from Non-Exempt (Redacting): 
 
(Fill this out if using a township employee. If contracted, use No. 3b instead). 
 
The township will not charge for labor directly associated with redaction if it knows or has reason to know that it 
previously redacted the record in question and still has the redacted version in its possession. 
 
This fee is being charged because failure to do so will result in unreasonably high costs to the township 
that are excessive and beyond the normal or usual amount for those services compared to the 
township’s usual FOIA requests, because of the nature of the request in this particular instance, 
specifically:  
 
This is the cost of labor of a township employee, including necessary review, directly associated with 
separating and deleting exempt from nonexempt information. This shall not be more than the hourly wage of the 
township’s lowest-paid employee capable of separating and deleting exempt from nonexempt information in 
this particular instance, regardless of whether that person is available or who actually performs the labor.  
 
These costs will be estimated and charged in 15 minute time increments (must be 15-minutes or more); all 
partial time increments must be rounded down. If the number of minutes is less than 15, there is no charge. 
 
Hourly Wage Charged: $28.72                                                 Charge per increment: $7.18 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Number of 
increments 
 
x 7 = 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3a. 
Labor Cost 
 
$ 50.26 



 FOIA Detailed Cost Itemization Form 
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3b. Contracted Labor Cost for Separating Exempt from Non-Exempt (Redacting): 
 
(Fill this out if using a contractor, such as the attorney. If using in-house employee, use No. 3a instead.) 
 
The township will not charge for labor directly associated with redaction if it knows or has reason to know that it 
previously redacted the record in question and still has the redacted version in its possession. 
 
This fee is being charged because failure to do so will result in unreasonably high costs to the township 
that are excessive and beyond the normal or usual amount for those services compared to the 
township’s usual FOIA requests, because of the nature of the request in this particular instance, 
specifically:  
 
As this township does not employ a person capable of separating exempt from non-exempt information in this 
particular instance, as determined by the FOIA Coordinator, this is the cost of labor of a contractor (i.e.: outside 
attorney), including necessary review, directly associated with separating and deleting exempt information from 
nonexempt information. This shall not exceed an amount equal to 6 times the state minimum hourly wage rate 
of $12.48 (currently). 
 
Name of contracted person or firm:  
 
These costs will be estimated and charged in 15-minute time increments (must be 15-minutes or more); all 
partial time increments must be rounded down. If the number of minutes is less than 15, there is no charge. 
 
Hourly Cost Charged: $____                                                  Charge per increment: $_____ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To figure the 
number of 
increments, take 
the number of 
minutes 
___ divide by  
15 -minute 
increments, and 
round down.  
Enter below: 
 
Number of 
increments 
 
x ____ = 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3b. 
Labor Cost 
 
$________ 

 
4. Copying / Duplication Cost:  
 
Copying costs may be charged if a copy of a public record is requested, or for the necessary copying of a record 
for inspection (for example, to allow for blacking out exempt information, to protect old or delicate original 
records, or because the original record is a digital file or database not available for public inspection). 
 
No more than the actual cost of a sheet of paper, up to maximum 10 cents per sheet for: 
 

• Letter (8 ½ x 11-inch, single and double-sided): _____ cents per sheet 
• Legal (8 ½ x 14-inch, single and double-sided): _____ cents per sheet 

 
No more than the actual cost of a sheet of paper for other paper sizes: 
 

• Other paper sizes (single and double-sided): ______ cents / dollars per sheet 
 
Actual and most reasonably economical cost of non-paper physical digital media: 
 

• Circle applicable:  Disc / Tape / Drive / Other Digital Medium    Cost per Item: ___________ 
 
The cost of paper copies must be calculated as a total cost per sheet of paper. The fee cannot exceed 10 
cents per sheet of paper for copies of public records made on 8-1/2- by 11-inch paper or 8-1/2- by 14-inch 
paper. A township must utilize the most economical means available for making copies of public records, 
including using double-sided printing, if cost saving and available. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Number of 
Sheets: 
 
x __________ = 
x __________ = 
  
 
 
x __________ = 
 
No. of Items: 
 
x __________ = 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Costs: 
 
$_________ 
$_________ 
 
 
 
$_________ 
 
 
 
$_________ 
 
4. Total 
Copy Cost 
 
$_________ 
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5. Mailing Cost: 
 
The township will charge the actual cost of mailing, if any, for sending records in a reasonably economical and 
justifiable manner. Delivery confirmation is not required. 
 

• The township may charge for the least expensive form of postal delivery confirmation.  
• The township cannot charge more for expedited shipping or insurance unless specifically requested 

by the requestor.* 
 

Actual Cost of Envelope or Packaging: $__________ 
  

Actual Cost of Postage: $___________ per stamp 
$___________ per pound 
$_________ per package 

 
Actual Cost (least expensive) Postal Delivery Confirmation: $_________ 

 
*Expedited Shipping or Insurance as Requested: $________ 

 
 
 

        * Requestor has requested expedited shipping or insurance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Number of 
Envelopes or 
Packages: 
 
x __________ = 
 
x __________ = 
x __________ = 
x __________ = 
  
x __________ = 
 
x __________ = 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Costs: 
 
$_________ 
 
$_________ 
$_________ 
$_________ 
 
$_________ 
 
$_________ 
 
5. Total 
Mailing Cost 
 
$__________ 
 

 
6a. Copying/Duplicating Cost for Records Already on Township’s Website: 
 
If the public body has included the website address for a record in its written response to the requestor, and the 
requestor thereafter stipulates that the public record be provided to him or her in a paper format or non-paper 
physical digital media, the township will provide the public records in the specified format and may charge 
copying costs to provide those copies.  
 
No more than the actual cost of a sheet of paper, up to maximum 10 cents per sheet for: 
 

• Letter (8 ½ x 11-inch, single and double-sided): _____ cents per sheet 
• Legal (8 ½ x 14-inch, single and double-sided): _____ cents per sheet 

 
No more than the actual cost of a sheet of paper for other paper sizes: 
 

• Other paper sizes (single and double-sided): ______ cents / dollars per sheet 
 
Actual and most reasonably economical cost of non-paper physical digital media: 
 

• Circle applicable:  Disc / Tape / Drive / Other Digital Medium    Cost per Item: ___________ 
 

        Requestor has stipulated that some / all of the requested records that are already available on the 
township’s website be provided in a paper or non-paper physical digital medium. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Number of 
Sheets: 
 
x __________ = 
x __________ = 
  
 
 
x __________ = 
 
No. of Items: 
 
x __________ = 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Costs: 
 
$_________ 
$_________ 
 
 
 
$_________ 
 
 
 
$_________ 
 
6a. Web 
Copy Cost 
 
_________ 
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6b. Labor Cost for Copying/Duplicating Records Already on Township’s Website: 
 
This shall not be more than the hourly wage of the township’s lowest-paid employee capable of necessary 
duplication or publication in this particular instance, regardless of whether that person is available or who 
actually performs the labor. These costs will be estimated and charged in 15 minute time increments (i.e.: 15-
minutes or more); all partial time increments must be rounded down. If the number of minutes is less than 15, 
there is no charge. 
 
Hourly Wage Charged: $                                                                             Charge per increment:  
                 OR  
Hourly Wage with Fringe Benefit Cost: $________                                                 OR 
Multiply the hourly wage by the percentage multiplier: ______%  
and add to the hourly wage for a total per hour rate.                                    Charge per increment: $_________ 
The township may use a fringe benefit multiplier greater  
than the 50% limitation, not to exceed the actual costs of providing the information in the specified format. 
 
        Overtime rate charged as stipulated by Requestor 
 

 
 
 
 
To figure the 
number of 
increments, take 
the number of 
minutes: 
____, divide by  
_____ -minute 
increments, and 
round down.  
Enter below: 
 
Number of 
increments 
 
x ______= 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6b. Web 
Labor Cost 
 
$_________ 

 
6c. Mailing Cost for Records Already on Township’s Website: 
 

Actual Cost of Envelope or Packaging: $__________ 
  

Actual Cost of Postage: $___________ per stamp / per pound / per package 
 

Actual Cost (least expensive) Postal Delivery Confirmation: $_________ 
*Expedited Shipping or Insurance as Requested: $_________ 

 
 

        * Requestor has requested expedited shipping or insurance  
 

 
Number: 
 
x __________ = 
 
x __________ = 
 
x __________ = 
x __________ = 
 
 
 
 

 
Costs: 
 
$_________ 
 
$_________ 
 
$_________ 
$_________ 
 
6c. Web 
Mailing Cost 
 
See Above 
 

 
      Subtotal Fees Before Waivers, Discounts or Deposits:                                      1. Labor Cost for Copying: 

2. Labor Cost to Locate: 
3a. Labor Cost to Redact: 

3b. Contract Labor Cost to Redact: 
4. Copying/Duplication Cost: 

5. Mailing Cost: 
6a. Copying/Duplication of Records on Website: 

6b. Labor Cost for Copying Records on Website: 
6c. Mailing Costs for Records on Website: 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                        Subtotal Fees: 

 
$ ________ 
$242.84 
$50.26 
$_________ 
$_________ 
$_________ 
$_________ 
$_________ 
$_________ 
 
$293.10 
 

 
Waiver: Public Interest 
A search for a public record may be conducted or copies of public records may be furnished without charge or 
at a reduced charge if the township determines that a waiver or reduction of the fee is in the public interest 
because searching for or furnishing copies of the public record can be considered as primarily benefiting the 
general public. 
                                                    All fees are waived       OR                All fees are reduced by: __________%     

 
 
 
 
Subtotal Fees 
After Waiver: 

 
 
 
 
 
$ 

Estimated Time Frame to Provide Records:  
 

15 Business Days 
The time frame estimate is nonbinding upon the 
township, but the township is providing the 
estimate in good faith. Providing an estimated 
time frame does not relieve the township from  
any of the other requirements of this act. 

__   Cost estimate 
X     Bill 
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Discount: Indigence  
A public record search must be made and a copy of a public record must be furnished without charge for the 
first $20.00 of the fee for each request by an individual who is entitled to information under this act and who:  
 
1) Submits an affidavit stating that the individual is indigent and receiving specific public assistance, OR  
 
2) If not receiving public assistance, stating facts showing inability to pay the cost because of indigence.  
 
If a requestor is ineligible for the discount, the public body shall inform the requestor specifically of the reason 
for ineligibility in the public body's written response. An individual is ineligible for this fee reduction if ANY of the 
following apply: 
 

(i) The individual has previously received discounted copies of public records from the same public 
body twice during that calendar year, OR 
 
(ii) The individual requests the information in conjunction with outside parties who are offering or 
providing payment or other remuneration to the individual to make the request. A public body may 
require a statement by the requestor in the affidavit that the request is not being made in conjunction 
with outside parties in exchange for payment or other remuneration. 
 

                                                                                                                       Eligible for Indigence Discount  
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subtotal Fees 
After Discount 
(subtract $20): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
$_______ 

 
Discount: Nonprofit Organization 
A public record search must be made and a copy of a public record must be furnished without charge for the 
first $20.00 of the fee for each request by a nonprofit organization formally designated by the state to carry out 
activities under subtitle C of the federal Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000 and 
the federal Protection and Advocacy for Individuals with Mental Illness Act, if the request meets ALL of the 
following requirements: 

(i) Is made directly on behalf of the organization or its clients. 
 
(ii) Is made for a reason wholly consistent with the mission and provisions of those laws  
under section 931 of the Michigan Mental Health Code, 1974 PA 258, MCL 330.1931. 
 
(iii) Is accompanied by documentation of its designation by the state, if requested by the township. 
 

                                                                                                                       Eligible for Nonprofit Discount  
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subtotal Fees 
After Discount 
(subtract $20): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
$________ 

 
Deposit: Good Faith 
The township may require a good-faith deposit before providing the public records to the requestor if the entire 
fee estimate or charge authorized under this section exceeds $50.00, based on a good-faith calculation of 
the total fee. The deposit cannot exceed 1/2 of the total estimated fee.         
Percent of Deposit: 50% 
 

 
 
 

Deposit  
Amount 
Paid:  
 
$150.00 





ENCLOSURE 3 



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 442 of 1976

15.240 Options by requesting person; appeal; actions by public body; receipt of written
appeal; judicial review; civil action; venue; de novo proceeding; burden of proof; private
view of public record; contempt; assignment of action or appeal for hearing, trial, or
argument; attorneys' fees, costs, and disbursements; assessment of award; damages.
Sec. 10. (1) If a public body makes a final determination to deny all or a portion of a request, the

requesting person may do 1 of the following at his or her option:
(a) Submit to the head of the public body a written appeal that specifically states the word "appeal" and

identifies the reason or reasons for reversal of the denial.
(b) Commence a civil action in the circuit court, or if the decision of a state public body is at issue, the

court of claims, to compel the public body's disclosure of the public records within 180 days after a public
body's final determination to deny a request.

(2) Within 10 business days after receiving a written appeal pursuant to subsection (1)(a), the head of a
public body shall do 1 of the following:

(a) Reverse the disclosure denial.
(b) Issue a written notice to the requesting person upholding the disclosure denial.
(c) Reverse the disclosure denial in part and issue a written notice to the requesting person upholding the

disclosure denial in part.
(d) Under unusual circumstances, issue a notice extending for not more than 10 business days the period

during which the head of the public body shall respond to the written appeal. The head of a public body shall
not issue more than 1 notice of extension for a particular written appeal.

(3) A board or commission that is the head of a public body is not considered to have received a written
appeal under subsection (2) until the first regularly scheduled meeting of that board or commission following
submission of the written appeal under subsection (1)(a). If the head of the public body fails to respond to a
written appeal pursuant to subsection (2), or if the head of the public body upholds all or a portion of the
disclosure denial that is the subject of the written appeal, the requesting person may seek judicial review of
the nondisclosure by commencing a civil action under subsection (1)(b).

(4) In an action commenced under subsection (1)(b), a court that determines a public record is not exempt
from disclosure shall order the public body to cease withholding or to produce all or a portion of a public
record wrongfully withheld, regardless of the location of the public record. Venue for an action against a local
public body is proper in the circuit court for the county in which the public record or an office of the public
body is located has venue over the action. The court shall determine the matter de novo and the burden is on
the public body to sustain its denial. The court, on its own motion, may view the public record in controversy
in private before reaching a decision. Failure to comply with an order of the court may be punished as
contempt of court.

(5) An action commenced under this section and an appeal from an action commenced under this section
shall be assigned for hearing and trial or for argument at the earliest practicable date and expedited in every
way.

(6) If a person asserting the right to inspect, copy, or receive a copy of all or a portion of a public record
prevails in an action commenced under this section, the court shall award reasonable attorneys' fees, costs,
and disbursements. If the person or public body prevails in part, the court may, in its discretion, award all or
an appropriate portion of reasonable attorneys' fees, costs, and disbursements. The award shall be assessed
against the public body liable for damages under subsection (7).

(7) If the court determines in an action commenced under this section that the public body has arbitrarily
and capriciously violated this act by refusal or delay in disclosing or providing copies of a public record, the
court shall order the public body to pay a civil fine of $1,000.00, which shall be deposited into the general
fund of the state treasury. The court shall award, in addition to any actual or compensatory damages, punitive
damages in the amount of $1,000.00 to the person seeking the right to inspect or receive a copy of a public
record. The damages shall not be assessed against an individual, but shall be assessed against the next
succeeding public body that is not an individual and that kept or maintained the public record as part of its
public function.

History: 1976, Act 442, Eff. Apr. 13, 1977;Am. 1978, Act 329, Imd. Eff. July 11, 1978;Am. 1996, Act 553, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997;
Am. 2014, Act 563, Eff. July 1, 2015.

Popular name: Act 442

Popular name: FOIA

Rendered Tuesday, March 25, 2025 Page 1 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 2 of 2025

 Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov
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November 11, 2025 

 

Re: Interest in Vacant Howell Township Planning Commission Seat 

 

Howell Township Trustees & Members of the Planning Commission, 

I am writing to express my interest in serving on the Howell Township Planning Commission. While not a 
Howell Township resident or electorate, I am a nearby neighbor in Cohoctah Township and I recently 
became the owner of an agricultural property on Burkhart Road within Howell Township.  

I am interested in serving as a member of the planning commission because I am passionate about policy 
development, government engagement, and this community.  

I hold a Bachelor’s Degree in Materials Science and Engineering from the University of Michigan, but 
during my career at Daimler Truck North America (DTNA), I’ve transitioned from engineering work to 
Regulatory and Government Affairs. DTNA is North America’s largest producer of medium- and heavy-
duty commercial vehicles, and as a heavily regulated industry, this role has given me significant 
experience in state and federal policy, regulatory work, and compliance that I believe can be directly 
applied to serving on the Planning Commission. 

I have extensively worked with regulators and various state agencies to develop policies that balance 
technical feasibility, cost, environmental progress, and stakeholder interests. This work requires diving 
deep into existing regulation and legislation, proposing modifications, seeking clarifications, 
consideration of stakeholder perspectives, assessments of data, and ultimately ensuring that the business 
is prepared to comply with all implemented policies.  

In addition to regulatory development, I serve as a liaison for state and local government matters for our 
Redford, Michigan and North Carolina facilities. This includes economic development work such as site 
selection and expansion, zoning changes, and pursuing competitive grant projects.  

After working with many authorities having jurisdiction, I have a profound appreciation for local 
government. I believe my background could be a benefit to the Township and I appreciate your 
consideration for the opportunity. 

 

Sincerely, 

Alissa Recker 

 

  











JEFFREY A SMITH 
PO BOX 162 

Howell, Michigan 48844 
 
 

 
 

November 10, 2025 Delivered clerk@howelltownshipmi.org; 

deputyclerk@howelltownshipmi.org 

Howell Township 
3525 Byron Rd 

Howell, Michigan 48855 

 

RE: Planning Commission Committee  

Dear Township Board, 

I am writing to formally express my interest in serving on the Howell Township Planning Commission. 

As a nearly 50-year resident of the greater Howell area and a Howell Township resident for the past 15 years, I have a 
deep appreciation for our community’s growth and character. I attended all of the long-standing Howell schools—MAMS, 

the former Howell High School, and graduated from the then “new” high school. My roots in the area run deep, as my 

children also attended Howell Public Schools, and two of my grandchildren are currently enrolled there, with another 

attending Fowlerville Public Schools. 

Professionally, I bring over 40 years of experience in the title insurance industry, a field closely tied to real estate and land 

use. I began my career at a local title agency, later owning and operating my own successful title insurance business 

before selling it. I currently work part-time for an international, publicly traded title insurance company with a branch 

office in Brighton. Additionally, I previously served six years as a Howell Township Trustee, which provided me with 

valuable insight into municipal governance and community planning. 

I am naturally inquisitive, open-minded, and decisive. I believe in making informed, defensible decisions while remaining 

flexible enough to reconsider when presented with new, credible information. 

My personal experience with construction is also extensive—I have built three homes and renovated numerous properties. 

This hands-on knowledge, combined with years of reviewing zoning ordinances, bylaws, plats, building plans, surveys, 
legal descriptions, and related documents, allows me to approach planning issues with both practical understanding and 

regulatory awareness. 

If appointed, I am fully committed to attend as many meetings as possible with active participation in Planning 

Commission meetings. 

Most importantly, I view a seat on the Planning Commission as a responsibility to serve the greater good of Howell 

Township. The role is not self-serving but collaborative—requiring sound judgment, respect for existing ordinances, and a 

commitment to making recommendations that best support our community’s long-term success. 

Thank you for considering my application. I would be honored to contribute my experience and perspective to the 

continued growth and vitality of Howell Township. 

Respectively, 

 

JEFF SMITH 







 

11B 







$24.75

$82.00

Enhanced Access Fees

Enhanced Access Fees

$33.36

$10.50

$7.93

$85.57

$119.50

Enhanced Access Fees

$2.50

$5.00

$49.75

$5.00

$10.75

$2.50

$22.00

$73.61

Enhanced Access Fees

$4.00

$11.50



$0.35

$0.35

$275.46
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Monthly Permit List 11/04/2025

1/4

Commercial Land Use
Permit # Applicant Address Fee Total Const. Value

P25-211 LENNOX AES HOLDINGS 1475 N BURKHART RD # G-180 $50.00 $0.00

Work Description: Direct change out of 3 packaged RTU's

P25-212 VANSTON/O'BRIEN INC 4293 LAMBERT DR $250.00 $0.00

Work Description: Building E 

Total Permits For Type: 2
Total Fees For Type: $300.00

Total Const. Value For Type: $0.00

Grading
Permit # Applicant Address Fee Total Const. Value

P25-228 MKHC, LLC HYDRAULIC DR - VACANT $250.00 $0.00

Work Description: Removing trees onsite, installing silt fence, and general
moving of soil.

Total Permits For Type: 1
Total Fees For Type: $250.00

Total Const. Value For Type: $0.00

Residential Land Use
Permit # Applicant Address Fee Total Const. Value

P25-225 MILLS SIDING AND
ROOFING

199 E BARRON RD $10.00 $0.00

Work Description: Tear off and re-roof house and garage

P25-208 LOCKHART ROOFING 1602 W BARRON RD $10.00 $0.00

Work Description: Tear off and re-roof of pole barn only

P25-230 MICHIGAN STORAGE BARNS
TOM KOLMAN

2125 BREWER RD $75.00 $0.00

Work Description: Shed is 12' x 18', 10' high vinyl siding, metal roof, 2
windows, roll up door and standard entry door

P25-222 HERRON CURT AND
MARGARET

CASTLEWOOD - VACANT $75.00 $0.00

Work Description: New single family 1800 square foot home with attached 1400
square foot garage.   

P25-224 SPENCER & SONS
CONSTRUCTION

3730 CRANDALL RD $75.00 $0.00

Work Description: Four Season Room and Sun Porch Addition to existing house

P25-219 Michael Chosid 1056 ELLINGTON DR $0.00 $0.00

Work Description: New Manufactured Home Installation

P25-216 Michael Chosid 1067 ELLINGTON DR $0.00 $0.00

Work Description: New Manufactured Home Installation



P25-217 Michael Chosid 1071 ELLINGTON DR $0.00 $0.00

Work Description: New Manufactured Home Installation

P25-218 Michael Chosid 1075 ELLINGTON DR $0.00 $0.00

Work Description: New Manufactured Home Installation

P25-214 SKYVIEW DETROIT LLC 78 FORDNEY PL $50.00 $0.00

Work Description: 13.5' X 13.5' pergola on existing deck

P25-235 JOHNSON ALBERT JAY FORDNEY PLACE - VACANT $10.00 $0.00

Work Description: Grading of lot with fill.

P25-234 AIS CARPET OUTLET 1235 FOX HILLS DR $50.00 $0.00

Work Description: Install 82' of 4' H black vinyl chain linked fence with two 5'
gates

P25-236 MILLS SIDING AND
ROOFING

4089 INDIAN CAMP TRL $10.00 $0.00

Work Description: Tear off/reroof 

P25-227 ORIGINAL ROOFING
COMPANY

2436 W MARR RD $10.00 $0.00

Work Description: Tear off and re-roof

P25-233 800 NEW LOOK 4385 MARWOOD DR $10.00 $0.00

Work Description: Replacing shingles on roof

P25-237 MUNSELL FRANK 2700 OAK GROVE RD $50.00 $0.00

Work Description: Remove 4 above ground tanks and pumps

P25-238 MUNSELL FRANK 2700 OAK GROVE RD $10.00 $0.00

Work Description: Grade the existing dirt on site

P25-223 MILLS JOHN E AND
LAVONDA J

OAK GROVE RD - VACANT $75.00 $0.00

Work Description: A run-in shelter for livestock

P25-221 Michael Chosid 4402 RAMSBURY DR $0.00 $0.00

Work Description: New Manufactured Home Installation

P25-213 SUPERIOR CUSTOM HOMES 1020 RIVER LINE DR $50.00 $0.00

Work Description: Two decks- 1.) 16' x 32'  Treated wood deck with fully enclosed
skirting 36" rails and handrails to code.

2.) 8' X 12" Wood deck 

P25-226 Michael Chosid 1020 RIVER LINE DR $75.00 $0.00

Work Description: 30' X 30' Cosmetically attached garage to existing manufactured
home

P25-229 SUPERIOR CUSTOM HOMES 1020 RIVER LINE DR $10.00 $0.00

Work Description: Hot tub on deck 

P25-231 COMFORT LIVING HOMES
BURKHART RIDGE LOT #201

1025 RIVER LINE DR $75.00 $0.00

Work Description: Cosmetically attached 24' X 24' garage to existing manufactured
home

P25-220 Michael Chosid 1039 RIVER LINE DR $0.00 $0.00

Work Description: New Manufactured Home Installation



P25-210 MI HOMES OF MICHIGAN
LLC A DELAWARE LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

4180 SEDGEVIEW CIRCLE $75.00 $0.00

Work Description: New Single Family Home

P25-232 MR ROOF ANN ARBOR LLC 2615 STARLITE DR $10.00 $0.00

Work Description: Tear off and reroof for house and attached garage

P25-215 Michael Chosid 4425 WILLOWBANK DR $0.00 $0.00

Work Description: New Manufactured Home Installation

Total Permits For Type: 27
Total Fees For Type: $815.00

Total Const. Value For Type: $0.00

Sewer Connection
Permit # Applicant Address Fee Total Const. Value

PWS25-134 Michael Chosid 1056 ELLINGTON DR $2083.33 $0.00

Work Description: Sewer Connection

PWS25-128 Michael Chosid 1067 ELLINGTON DR $2083.33 $0.00

Work Description: Sewer Connection

PWS25-130 Michael Chosid 1071 ELLINGTON DR $2083.33 $0.00

Work Description: Sewer Connection

PWS25-132 Michael Chosid 1075 ELLINGTON DR $2083.33 $0.00

Work Description: Sewer Connection

PWS25-138 Michael Chosid 4402 RAMSBURY DR $2083.33 $0.00

Work Description: Sewer Connection

PWS25-136 Michael Chosid 1039 RIVER LINE DR $2083.33 $0.00

Work Description: Sewer Connection

PWS25-124 MI HOMES OF MICHIGAN
LLC A DELAWARE LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

4180 SEDGEVIEW CIRCLE $5000.00 $0.00

Work Description: Sewer Connection

PWS25-126 Michael Chosid 4425 WILLOWBANK DR $2083.33 $0.00

Work Description: Sewer Connection

Total Permits For Type: 8
Total Fees For Type: $19583.31

Total Const. Value For Type: $0.00

Water Connection
Permit # Applicant Address Fee Total Const. Value

PWS25-135 Michael Chosid 1056 ELLINGTON DR $2083.33 $0.00

Work Description: Water Connection

PWS25-129 Michael Chosid 1067 ELLINGTON DR $2083.33 $0.00

Work Description: Water Connection



PWS25-131 Michael Chosid 1071 ELLINGTON DR $2083.33 $0.00

Work Description: Water Connection

PWS25-133 Michael Chosid 1075 ELLINGTON DR $2083.33 $0.00

Work Description: Water Connection

PWS25-139 Michael Chosid 4402 RAMSBURY DR $2083.33 $0.00

Work Description: Water Connection

PWS25-137 Michael Chosid 1039 RIVER LINE DR $2083.33 $0.00

Work Description: Water Connection

PWS25-125 MI HOMES OF MICHIGAN
LLC A DELAWARE LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

4180 SEDGEVIEW CIRCLE $5000.00 $0.00

Work Description: Water Connection

PWS25-127 Michael Chosid 4425 WILLOWBANK DR $2083.33 $0.00

Work Description: Water Connection

Total Permits For Type: 8
Total Fees For Type: $19583.31

Total Const. Value For Type: $0.00

Grand Total Fees: $40,531.62

46.00Grand Total Permits:



Code Enforcement List 11/04/2025

Owners Name StatusAddress Parcel Number Date Filed Origin

5704 CRANDALL RD

Complaint

JEWETT RICHARD L & 4706-05-200-004 11/25/2024 PUBLIC - EMAIL OPEN - COMPLANT RECEIVE

A person is living in an RV in the back of the property against Township Ordinance.

Comments

12.10.24 - Site visit completed.  RV is located in the back of the property.  Letter sent to owner. 
1.27.25 - Site visit completed.  No visible change.  Letter sent to owner.
2.11.25 - Requested additional information from complainant
3.10.25 - January letter returned unclaimed.
3.11.25 - December letter returned unclaimed. 
3.31.25 - Site visit completed.  New letter mailed out. 
4.7.25 - Copy of letter given to homeowner.  Spoke to homeowner - admitted that someone is living in the RV.  Follow up letter sent to owner.
4.14.25 - Spoke to homeowner on the phone.  Spoke to Jake at LCHD on the phone, they received a complaint about sewage being discharged onto the ground from one of the RVs.
Spoke to person staying in the RV (Wes Gray) on the phone.  Jake from LCHD and I made a visit to the site, spoke to Wes.  Wes understands that he cannot live in an RV on the property.
We agreed to 30 days to remove his things from the site.
4.30.25 - Site visit completed, Wes appears to be working on getting his things removed.
5.14.25 - Spoke to the homeowner, Wes moved some things but has started building a new trailer.  Owner will call the Sheriff's Department to understand her options to get Wes removed
from her property.
5.19.25 - Spoke to Wes, he has removed a lot of stuff but would like until June 1, 2025 to remove the rest of his stuff.  He will provide receipts for the dumpster that he used.  Twp will
make a site visit and confirm that progress has been made.  If progress has been made then we are willing to extend deadline to June 1. 
5.19.25 - Site visit completed, some clean up has taken place, photos attached.  Spoke to homeowner, admits a lot of work has been done and has no issue with Wes's request to extend
deadline to June 1.  Letter sent to owner to confirm same. 
06-02-25- MH- Spoke with Wes and he doesn't have any where to go, fractured his hand and hurt his back moving stuff off the property. He is still trying to move stuff off the property.
Jonathan is out of the office so I let him know he would be contacted when he returns. 
6.12.25 - Spoke to Wes, said he has hurt his hand but still intends to remove his things from the property.  We agreed to an extension to July 31st for all things to be removed from the
property, no further extensions will be granted for any reason.  Will prepare letter to owners RE same.
6.16.25 - Site visit completed, some changes have been made, photos attached.
7.21.25 - Site visit completed, photos attached.
8.4.25 - Site visit completed, Wes has not removed his belongings from the property, still living in the RV.  Spoke to owner.  Personally issued MCI Citation ticket #0162 to Denise Stach.
Personally issued MCI Citation ticket #0163 to Wes Gray. 
8.16.25 - Denise Stach paid ticket #0162 at court
9.9.25 - Wes Gray has requested a formal hearing.  

10/2/25 - Stopped to speak with home-owner ref upcoming court date and take updated photos. Mrs Stach stated she is willing to go to court. Photos taken.
10.20.25 - Court hearing started, adjourned to a later date.  Working with Wes Gray on settlement.
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4141 W GRAND RIVER A

Complaint

TONON CHIARINA S 4706-20-400-012 09/24/2024 OPEN - COMPLANT RECEIVE

House is neglected, building unsafe, junk in yard.

Comments

9.24.24 - Contacted Livingston County Building Department RE performing dangerous building inspection.  
10.3.24 - Received LCBD determination letter.  Contacted Spicer RE Dangerous Buildings Hearing Officer availability.  Spicer does not currently have availability to perform these
duties.
10.17.24 - Letter sent to owner.  
12.19.24 - No response received.  Second letter sent to owner with tracking.
1.9.25 - Spoke to owner, is getting quotes from companies to demolish the structures.  Provided contact information to Township and will stay in touch with progress reports.
1.27.25 - Violation still present.
3.31.25 - Site visit completed, violation still present, no visible change
4.30.25 - Site visit completed, violation still present, no visible change, will reach out to owners
5.7.25 - Left message for owner
5.9.25 - Received voicemail from owner, they are currently working through asbestos testing, getting the site taken care of in 4-6 weeks
5.14.25 - Spoke to the company that will be performing the demolition and discussed the permitting process
6.16.25 - Site visit completed, no change
8.6.25 - Demolition permit application received.
9.9.25 - Email received, expect to get started with demolition at the end of September. 
9.18.25 - Demolition permit acquired and escrow money provided
9/23/25 - Property has been mowed, debris from front of structure appears to be gone.
10.21.25 - Property owner now wants to remove only the house and leave the barn.  This would create a violation of the Township's Ordinance.  Zoning determination letter requested and
provided to owners.  Owners will have 60 days to appeal the determination to the ZBA.  Project on hold while owners decide to either demolish both the house and barn or challenge the
determination.
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3590 W GRAND RIVER

Complaint

HASLOCK PROPERTIE 4706-28-100-024 05/06/2024 OPEN - FIRST LETTER SENT

Zoning Violations:Outdoor storage without screening, setback issues, parking not hard surfaced, no sign permit.

Comments

5.13.24 - Violation letter to Occupant returned.
5.20.24 - Received phone call from owner.  Will be preparing a site plan to take before the Planning Commission for approval.
6.20.24 - Received phone call from owner, discussed site plan requirements.
9.4.24 - Sent letter to owner RE site plan progress.
9.12.24 - Spoke to owner, Engineer has site plans almost complete.  Will submit for review in the near future.
2.27.25 - Spoke to owner, Engineer will be submitting plans in the next week or two.
3.31.25 - Site visit completed, violations still present
4.30.25 - Site visit completed, violations still present
5.1.25 - Property owner turned in site plan.  Currently considering if they would like to schedule a pre-conference prior to formally submitting the site plan. 
6.9.25 - Spoke to the owner about next steps to move the site plan forward, owner is considering pairing down what has been proposed.
6.16.25 - Site visit completed, photos attached.
7.21.25 - Site visit completed, photos attached.
8.11.25 - Owner stopped in to discuss the site plan, will get the site plans printed out and submitted for review.
9.10.25 - Owner dropped off site plan and application, sent out for outside review, expected to be on October PC agenda
10.29.25 - Met with owner and engineer to discuss revisions to site plan requested by Township's Engineer and Planner.  They will update the plan and resubmit for review.

5057 WARNER RD

Complaint

HARTER EDWARD H 4706-19-200-005 03/14/2022 PUBLIC/ EMAIL OPEN - SECOND LETTER SEN

LARGE AMOUNT OF JUNK AND LITTER IN THE YARD.

Comments

4.17.2023  THERE IS MORE JUNK NOW THEN THERE WAS LAST MARCH OF 2022 OR JANUARY OF 2023.
5.25.2023  I SPOKE WITH MR. HARTER HE IS STARTING TO CLEAN THE SITE UP, HE SAID THAT IT WILL TAKE SOME TIME TO GET IT ALL CLEANED UP.  I WILL
BEE CHECKING ON HIS PROGRESS EVERY FEW WEEKS TO MAKE SURE HE IS MAKING PROGRESS.
6.29.2023 SOME PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE. WILL CHECK BACK IN A COUPLE OF WEEKS.
1.9.2024 did a site vist there has been no progress made on the clean up.
1.11.2024 Finial letter sent.

3.20.24 - Site visit. No remediation of issues has taken place.  Photos attached.

3.25.24 Spoke to owner.  Owner is working on cleaning up the property, has dumpsters being delivered, scrap is in piles and ready to be taken to the scrap yard.  Has requested 3 months
to get the property cleaned up.  Letter sent in confirmation of agreement.  Scheduled visit for June 25th.
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4.23.24 - Site visit.  Violation still present.  Scheduled reinspection.
5.20.24 - Site visit.  Work has been started.  Violation still present.  Scheduled reinspection.
6.18.24 - Site visit.  Violation still present, no evidence of continued clean up activity.  Will reinspect on June 25th as agreed.
6.25.24 - Site visit.  Minimal changes to site, violation still present.  Letter sent to owner.
8.1.24 - Site visit completed.   Owner still working on clean-up. 
9.4.24 - Site visit completed, spoke to homeowner.  Owner claims to have back of property nearly complete.  Dumpster to be arriving next week, neighbors helping to remove scrap in the
next few days.
10.8.24 - Site visit completed.  No evidence of activity.  Final violation letter sent to owner.
11.6.24 - Site visit completed.  No evidence of activity.  Will check property on 11.14.24 per letter.
11.14.24 - Site visit completed.  No evidence of activity.  Ticket number 0204 issued.  Ticket mailed to homeowner 11.18.24. 
12.4.24 - Spoke to homeowner.  He will be completing a clean-up schedule and providing it to the Township.  If the schedule is followed and clean-up of property is achieved ticket will
be waived.
12.10.24 - Schedule has not been provided to Township.  Site visit completed, no change.
1.27.25 - Site visit completed, no change.  Schedule has not been provided to Township.  Final violation letter sent to owner.
2.3.25 - Received phone call from owner's wife, owner is currently in jail.  By February 24th they will contact the Township to discuss deadlines for removing the junk from the site.
Letter sent to owner to confirm same.
2.24.25 - Spoke to owner's wife.
2.28.25 - Spoke to owner's wife, came to agreement on clean up schedule.  Letter on agreement sent to owner.
3.17.25 - 2.28 letter returned.  Mailed out letter again.
3.21.25 - Homeowner left message stating that all scrap metal has been removed, two vehicles will be removed this week.  We may stop by any time to see the progress.
3.31.25 - Site visit completed, violation still present
4.30.25 - Site visit completed, violation still present.  May 4th is the clean-up deadline, will make site visit Monday May 5th to check status.  
5.7.25 - Site visit completed, violation still present.  Posted ticket #0159 to the structure, filed ticket with the District Court and requested an informal hearing, mailed copy of ticket to
owner.  
5.19.25 - Received information from District Court setting formal hearing date.  Contacted the court to switch to an informal hearing as originally requested.
6.10.25 - Called Court RE informal hearing date, Court's system indicated that the ticket had been paid and closed.
6.16.25 - Site visit completed, no apparent change, photos attached.  Ticket filed with Court - requested informal hearing, ticket posted to structure and mailed to owner.    
7.16.25 - Magistrate refused to hear the case, claimed he did not have the authority for injunctive relief, ticket dismissed.  
7.21.25 - Site visit completed, no apparent change, photos attached.  Ticket 0161 filed with the Court requesting formal hearing.  Ticket posted to structure and mailed to owner.
7.29.25 - Formal Court hearing scheduled.
9.8.25 - Formal hearing held, Judge Bain granted 45-day limit to get site cleaned up, indicated that he would drive by the property, follow-up hearing scheduled by Judge.
10.20.25 - Court status hearing held.  Next hearing scheduled for November.

Records: 4

Population: All Records
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Monthly Activity Report for October 2025 – Assessing Dept/Brent Kilpela 

 

MTT UPDATE:     

No Open Appeals 

SMALL CLAIMS TRIBUNAL:  

No Open Appeals  

 

ASSESSING OFFICE: 

ASSESSOR: Started working on Industrial values for the 2026 Assessment Roll. Completed the 

Michigan Department of Treasury Form 4564 Assessing Officers Report for Industrial Facility 

Exemption Certificates. This is an annual requirement every October. Completed the Michigan 
Department of Treasury Form 4016 Supplemental Special Assessment Report. Every year this 

annual requirement is due in November. The State Tax Commission decided to keep the 
recertification requirements the same for 2027. This means I will need 20 hours of continuing 

education to keep my certification.  A draft bulletin being taken to the November Michigan State 

Tax Commission calculates the Inflation Rate Multiplier to be 1.027 for 2026. This means taxable 
value will increase by 2.7% for the 2026 tax year. This rate of increase is less than the 2025 rate 

of 3.1%. The rate next year is also more manageable than the historic 5% increases experienced 
in 2023 and 2024.  

 

OTHER: Presented at various meetings surrounding the tax impact of potential data center 
development. I attended October Wastewater Treatment Plant meeting. 
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Howell Township 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Meeting 

Meeting: October 15, 2025 10 am 
 
Attending: Greg Tatara, James Aulette, Brent Kilpela, Sue Daus, Jonathan Hohenstein 
 
Please see the attached report for details on the plant operation. 
 
Air Leak:  A leak has been discovered in the line from the air compressor.  The compressor supplies air 
to the sand filters, storage tanks, and administrative building.  The operators do not use the air in the 
administrative building nor in the storage tanks.  The Committee approved the quote to dig up the 
junction to isolate which line has a leak, see 1.7.  If the line going to the sand filters has a leak a new line 
will be installed.  However, if the other line has a leak it will be capped.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Jonathan Hohenstein 
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Park and Recreation Steering Committee Meeting Minutes 

3525 Byron Road Howell, MI 48855 

November 5, 2025 

6:00 P.M. – 8:15 P.M. 

 
 

Members Present: Martha Haglund, Jonathan Hohenstein, Teresa Murrish 

 

Also in attendance: Chris Nordstrom, Walk Cieslik, David Robinson, Pam Adas, Mary Schmidbaur, William 

Schmidbaur, Toni Miechiels, Gail Hay, Dan Bonello, Jodi Fulton, Michelle Vecheta, Kim Perkins, Rod Rowse, 

Greg Lehr, Dan Johanningsmeir, Rob Spaulding, Jennifer Spaulding, Don Hibbard, Pam Hibbard, Martha 

Haglund, Clarke Thompson, and Joe Rust 

 

This meeting was held for all homeowners residing within 300 feet of the proposed Howell Township Park. The 

purpose of the meeting was to provide residents with background information on the property, outline the goals 

for the proposed park and recreation center, present the project timeline, and gather valuable feedback from the 

homeowners. 

Jonathan Hohenstein provided a brief history of the park property. Howell Township acquired five parcels of land 

near the intersection of Bowen and Tooley Roads starting in the early 2000s. The parcel located southwest of 

Warner and Tooley Roads is designated for future use as a municipal complex. Discussions regarding potential 

park development on two additional parcels, situated east and north of the Tooley and Warner Road intersections 

began in 2018. 

Mr. Hohenstein also noted that Howell Township has utilized the Livingston County EMS facility as its polling 

location since 2022. However, this lease will expire in 2028 and cannot be renewed due to inappropriate behavior 

by certain candidates in the facility’s parking area. A previous study conducted in 2022 determined that no suitable 

alternative polling sites exist within Township boundaries. As a result, the Township is now exploring options 

for a new community center that could also serve as a polling location. 

Chris Nordstrom, Landscape Architect and Planner with Carlisle|Wortman Associates, presented a detailed 

overview of the Howell Township Park Concept Plan and facilitated a discussion with attendees to address 

concerns and gather input regarding the Master Plan. 

 

Resident feedback primarily focused on the following areas: Visibility, Lighting, Safety and Security, Usage- 

Township or County, Financing, Operations and Maintenance, Site Amenities. 

 

Carlisle|Wortman Associates will prepare a revised site plan based on the feedback that was received from 

residents. The updated plan will be finalized for the community meeting on November 17, 2025, Parker Middle 

School at 6:00P.M.  
 

Teresa Murrish 

Howell Township Deputy Treasurer 
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