




































































































































































































                                   
                                                               
 
                    OPERATING ENGINEERS 324 
                    Douglas W. Stockwell – Business Manager    
 

 

275 E. Highland Road • Howell, MI 48843 • Phone (248) 451-0324 • Fax (248) 454-1766 • OE324.org 

   
September 19, 2025 
 
Howell Township Planning Commission 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
Operating Engineers 324 offers our support for the rezoning request necessary to 
advance the proposed data center project in Howell Township. 
 
Operating Engineers 324 represents over 15,000 heavy equipment operators, 
technicians, and stationary engineers statewide, and we are proud to operate our 
flagship Construction Career Center right here in Howell. This 560-acre campus—recently 
expanded with a $24 million indoor training arena—has become a national model for 
apprenticeship and workforce training, preparing more than 500 active apprentices and 
thousands of journeypersons each year. 
 
The proximity of this project to our training center highlights a unique strength in 
Livingston County: a highly skilled workforce, trained locally and ready to meet the 
demands of complex, modern infrastructure projects. Union labor has consistently 
delivered safe, professional, and timely results on projects of every scale, and it is our 
understanding that the intention for this project will be to utilize these skilled 
professionals.   
 
We strongly encourage your support of this rezoning. Other states and regions are 
already leading the way in developing data centers, and Michigan must seize this 
opportunity to stake its claim. With the workforce, training capacity, and commitment to 
excellence already in place, Howell Township is well positioned to ensure our region is 
not left behind in this critical area of growth. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Heath Salisbury 
Training Director 
Operating Engineers 324 















































Lori Hextall 
10378 Stoney Point Drive 
South Lyon, MI 48178 

September 22, 2025 

 

Howell Township Planning Commission & Trustees 
3525 Byron Road 
Howell, MI 48855-7751 

Subject: Letter of Support for Rezoning to Enable Large-Scale Technology Data 
Centers 

Dear Members of the Howell Township Planning Commission & Trustees, 

As a technology professional at Merit Network in Ann Arbor, Michigan, with firsthand 
experience in digital infrastructure, I am writing to express my strong support for the 
proposed rezoning that would allow for the development of large-scale technology data 
centers in Howell Township. 

Data centers are not just buildings filled with servers—they are the foundation of modern 
life. They power everything from emergency services and healthcare systems to small 
businesses and remote education. Enabling their development through thoughtful 
rezoning is not only a strategic move—it’s essential for long-term economic and 
technological resilience. 

Unfortunately, I’ve seen several misconceptions circulating about data centers that 
deserve clarification: 

� Misconception: “Data centers don’t create jobs.” 

�� Reality: While highly efficient, data centers require skilled professionals in IT, 
cybersecurity, electrical engineering, and facilities management. The construction phase 
alone supports hundreds of jobs, and long-term operations sustain high-paying careers. 
Additionally, data centers attract a broader ecosystem of vendors, service providers, and 
support industries. 

� Misconception: “They’re disruptive to the community.” 

�� Reality: Data centers are quiet, low-traffic facilities. They do not produce emissions, 
odors, or noise. Compared to other industrial uses, they have a minimal physical footprint 



and negligible daily disruption. Their design often includes landscaping and architectural 
features that blend seamlessly into the community. 

� Misconception: “They consume excessive energy and harm the environment.” 

�� Reality: Today’s data centers are among the most energy-efficient facilities in the 
world. Operators invest heavily in renewable energy, advanced cooling systems, and 
carbon offset programs. Many are LEED-certified and committed to sustainability goals 
that exceed local and federal standards. 

� Misconception: “They don’t benefit the local economy.” 

�� Reality: Data centers expand the tax base, improve broadband infrastructure, and 
attract complementary industries. They signal that a community is ready to participate in 
the global digital economy, which in turn draws further investment and innovation. 

Howell Township has a unique opportunity to position itself as a leader in digital 
infrastructure. Approving this rezoning will unlock long-term economic growth, 
technological advancement, and community resilience. 

I respectfully urge the Planning Commission to approve the rezoning request and help 
Howell Township embrace a future built on innovation and connectivity. 

Sincerely, 

 

Lori Hextall 
Member Engagement Support Manager 
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