






















































 

 
 

Michael Arens, PE 
1365 N. Alstott Dr 
Howell, MI 48843 
 
September 22, 2025 
 
Howell Township Planning Commission 
C/O: Jonathan Hohenstein, Howell Township Treasurer/ Zoning Administrator 
3525 Byron Rd 
Howell, MI 48855 
treasurer@howelltownshipmi.org 
 
 
Dear Planning Commission Members: 
 
I wish to express my support for the proposed data center, to be located in Howell Township.   
 
I have been involved in many local infrastructure projects over the four decades that I have lived 

well-
being.  I am Vice Chair of the Livingston County Board of Public Works and a member of the 
Howell-Marion Township Capital Improvement and Rate Advisory Board, but I am writing on my 
own behalf.   
 
This project has the potential to be a major economic boon and catalyst for technological 
development, not just for the immediate communities of Howell Township, Howell and 
Fowlerville, but for Livingston County as a whole.  The reasons for this will already have been 
well-stated: the development will create well-paying high-tech jobs, increase tax revenues for 
local communities and schools, and improve regional broadband and cloud computing 
infrastructure, among other things.   
 
On top of this, the development can position Howell Township, and the broader community, as a 
technology center that is strategically located to support data processing demand throughout 
the state, and particularly for the Michigan University Research Corridor, and for industry, 
business and institutions in southeastern Michigan, where the tech economy is critical.   
 
Moreover, anyone who uses a smartphone, the internet, a streaming service, e-commerce, etc. 
will benefit from this project.  That means everyone will benefit in some incremental way, since 
practically everybody uses one tech platform or another.  The tech world we all use and benefit 
from is data-center hungry.  For example, Facebook reportedly operates some 95 data centers 
(individual buildings) in the US, Google operates about 100, Apple operates 19, and Amazon 
operates at least 70.  These are just four top data center users among the thousands that 
exist.  Ironically, opponents of data centers actually use data centers, built in other communities, 
to help organize their opposition. 
 
It should be noted that the project is consistent with the policies of the Michigan Legislature, 
Governor Whitmer, and President Trump, to support data center development in Michigan.  The 
reasons for these policies are varied: economic development; strengthening US leadership in 
AI, manufacturing and technology innovation; and even national security.  It is in the interest of 
local units of government to align themselves with such policies where possible, especially 
considering the importance of these policies, and their bipartisan political support. (1) 



 

 
 

 
Obviously, data centers are in the news lately, and are often criticized for several reasons: their 
proliferation, their impact on the character of a community and on the natural environment, their 
water and electricity consumption, noise, traffic, visual pollution, etc. Opposition has become 
more organized and vocal (again, aided by data centers).  Its presence will certainly be felt here, 
and I appreciate the Planning Board s forbearance.  And some of the concerns raised are valid.  
I am confident they all will be duly and rationally considered by the Township.    
 
However, I would note that the proposed development is unlikely to spark a major proliferation 
of data centers in our local community, or negatively impact its character.  This is particularly 
true in comparison to other regions (e.g. Northern Virginia, Silicon Valley, Dallas-Fort Worth), 
where opposition may be more understandable, and where data processing demand is very 
high.  Generally speaking, community and environmental impacts can be mitigated by thoughtful 
planning, design, and close cooperation between the developer and the Township.   
 
As for the immediate request for rezoning, I note the Howell Township Master Plan identifies 
key goals that apply to this request.  These are: support private property rights while providing 
appropriate safeguards; encourage appropriate development based on existing character and 
development patterns; support the continued development of commercial and industrial uses in 
appropriate areas; and preserve rural character.  I also note the proposed development abuts 
the future planned water district along the west Grand River Avenue corridor, so some level of 
increased development westward toward the proposed data center has been anticipated.  

days, and it will continue to be.   Of course, the preservation of rural character is very important 
to Howell Township residents, as it is to most everyone in the County.   I believe the proposed 
development can balance these factors.  
 
Concerns about the impact on water consumption deserve a closer look.  The proposed water 
consumption for this project is currently undisclosed; however, water consumption is reported to 
be upwards of 1 to 2 million gallons per day for hyperscale data centers, and perhaps 
more.  Typically, 
developers of this project have already been in discussion with the local system (that is, the 
MHOG Water and Sewer Authority).    
 
To briefly explore this, the MHOG water plant on Norton Rd. (Marion Township) has an average 
daily production of about 2 MGD, and a maximum daily production of about 4 MGD. The current 
firm capacity of the MHOG well field is 7,000 gallons per minute, or 10 MGD. (2)   I understand 
that capacity could be increased even more, with additional wells and plant upgrades.  The 
MHOG well field taps into the Marshall formation, described as the most productive bedrock 
aquifer in Michigan. (3)  Given the above demand figures, the proposed data center could 

  However, the MHOG system seems 
capable of supplying near-term demand; and, with the necessary upgrades, is capable of 

  These 
water withdrawals should have no measurable impact on residential wells, in either Howell 
Township or Marion Township, since the Marshall aquifer is in deep bedrock, while residential 
wells typically draw from upper aquifers and are generally quite remote from the MHOG well 
field.  It should be cautioned, however, that the Marshall formation is not a limitless resource, 
and cases of overwithdrawal (e.g. in Ottawa County) are reported.  
in our community.  Therefore, robust water conservation measures should be insisted upon. 
 



 

 
 

 
Similarly with electrical power consumption.  Again, proposed consumption data is undisclosed 
at this time, but hyperscale data centers are reported to consume upwards of 100-200 MW of 
power, perhaps more.  Also, figures for local power availability are not readily available.  But 
assuming power demand varies pro rata with population, Livingston County represents about 

for its entire service area (4).  
somewhere around 400 MW.  And again, whatever the exact number is, the proposed data 

 as a 
whole.  The capability of electricity providers to support this and other major projects (of 
whatever type) in the area depends entirely on their commitment to providing the necessary 
generation, transmission and distribution needs, now and in the future.  I assume the 
developers have secured this commitment.  It should be noted, however, that many areas in 
Livingston County already suffer from electricity reliability issues, though these are typically 
related to the local distribution systems, not (currently) transmission or generation.     
 
But electric reliability is a statewide problem, and it is only highlighted by data center 
developments like this.  In fact, Michigan ranks near the bottom in the US for power reliability.(5)   
Electrical generation is also a statewide issue.  -
baseload power plants puts residents statewide at risk of more outages and higher costs, 
regardless of how many solar farms or windmills are built. (6) Michigan definitely has a power 
reliability problem, and more developments of any size or sort anywhere in our state can make it 
worse.   On the other hand, major developments like this will increase the overall customer 
base, and can help utilities make the necessary investments to upgrade the grid. 
 
But again, this is a statewide issue, not a local one, and a much bigger issue than any one data 
center development can impact. The answer is not to limit developments, for developments will 
come.  -
focused, clean, and strategically valuable.  Rejecting the development of a data center is no 
more of an answer to the problem than is the rejection of any other industrial, commercial or 
residential development.  This is a supply issue, not a demand issue.  Knowing that it is a 
looming problem for all Michigan communities, we should demand that lawmakers think about 
the logic of policies that promote power-dependent development on one hand, and cut baseload 
power production on the other.   Sufficient, reliable and affordable electrical power across the 
grid should be the primary goal.  
 
However, that s beside the point.  it seems to me that the issues directly relating to the proposed 
data center can all be addressed, and they should not bar its ultimate approval.  In the balance, 
the proposed development will be highly beneficial, to Howell Township, and to the entire 
surrounding area.  I urge you to support it. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Michael Arens, PE 
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Gloria Moore 
4450 Indian Camp Trail 
Howell, Michigan 48855 
September 21, 2025 
 
Howell Township Planning Commission 
3525 Byron Road 
Howell, Michigan 48855 
 
Dear Members of the Planning Commission, 
 
Regarding file #PC2025-20 and #PC2025-21, I am writing to express my strong opposition. 
to the proposed amendment of the zoning ordinance and map that would rezone the 
following parcels from Agricultural Residential (AR) to Research and Technology (RT): 
 
• Parcel #s: 4706-07-100-003, 4706-07-200-018, 4706-07-100-004, 4706-07-200-017, 
4706-07-300-007, 4706-07-300-008, 4706-07-300-006, 4706-07-400-005, 4706-18- 
100-003, 4706-18-100-004, 4706-18-200-003, 4706-18-200-002, 4706-18-400-002, 
4706-18-400-003, 4706-18-400-001, 4706-18-400-021, 4706-07-200-003, 4706-18- 
400-017, 4706-18-300-002. 
 
I have numerous concerns regarding the conversion of this land away from Agricultural 
Residential.   The concerns are not just conjecture, many are supported by a study released 
by the U of M Ford School of Science and Technology (What Happens When Data Centers 
Come to Town), and by additional research, such as a documentary released by Business 
Insider.    Primary concerns are as follows: 
 

1. The amount of noise pollution, both audible and low-frequency noise (ELF) and 
vibration reduce quality of life, disrupts wild-life, and can cause actual health 
problems such as insomnia, stress, anxiety, and potential neurological problems. 

2. Data centers generally require substantial amounts of electricity and water, which 
could result in shortages and/or substantially increased rates.  It could also threaten 
the viability of wells, possibly forcing the not insignificant cost of drilling a deeper 
well or possibility the loss of access to a well on residents. 

3. The extreme tax incentives offered to these projects may neutralize any economic 
benefit they bring.   This can result in any local economic benefit being offset by 
reduction in State funds for the community. 



4. Representations in the referenced report and other sources also disclose that data 
centers don’t deliver the amount of employment represented. 

5. The amount of farmland in the area being converted to other uses is disturbing.  I’ve 
learned through various other nearby township meetings that this part of the state 
has particularly fertile soil.  We shouldn’t be irreparably damaging the land.  There 
are plenty of abandoned factories and other properties in Michigan that could be 
used for such a project.  In today’s world of supply issues and unstable foreign 
relations, it’s critical that we maintain the ability to produce food locally. 

This list is not all inclusive, only the more significant concerns.  We made sacrifices to 
move to Howell Township to enjoy the benefits of rural living, particularly enjoying a quite 
backyard, wildlife, less traffic, and much less light distorting the night sky.  We live roughly 
two miles from the site and could lose the very things that brought us here, not to mention 
the health risks.  If those concerns become reality, we could find ourselves trapped in a 
house that we can’t sell because the area has become undesirable.  While I respect 
property rights; rights come with responsibilities.  Does one or a small number of families 
have the right to materially alter the quality of life of an entire community for personal gain? 

I am opposed to the rezoning.  I respectfully request that you give serious consideration to 
all the risks and negative impacts associated with both becoming home to a massive data 
center and continuing to sacrifice farmland. 

 

Sincerely, 

Gloria Moore 

 

 

 

 









‭Paul‬‭and‬‭Lisa‬‭Fergus‬
‭4120‬‭N.‬‭Burkhart‬‭Rd‬
‭Howell,‬‭MI‬‭48855‬

‭9/21/2025‬

‭Howell‬‭Township‬‭Planning‬‭Commission‬‭and‬‭Board‬
‭3525‬‭Byron‬‭Rd‬
‭Howell,‬‭MI‬‭48855‬

‭File‬‭#:‬‭PC2025-20‬

‭PETITIONER:‬‭Stantec‬‭Consulting‬‭Michigan,‬‭Inc.‬
‭Parcels‬‭#:‬‭4706-07-100-003,‬‭4706-07-200-018,‬‭4706-07-100-004,‬
‭4706-07-200-017,‬‭4706-07-300-007,‬‭4706-07-300-008,‬‭4706-07-300-006,‬
‭4706-07-400-005,‬‭4706-18-100-003,‬‭4706-18-100-004,‬‭4706-18-200-003,‬
‭4706-18-200-002,‬‭4706-18-400-002,‬‭4706-18-400-003,‬‭4706-18-400-001,‬
‭4706-18-400-021,‬‭4706-07-200-003,‬‭4706-18-400-017,‬‭4706-18-300-002‬

‭We‬‭oppose‬‭the‬‭rezoning‬‭of‬‭these‬‭parcels‬‭from‬‭AR‬‭to‬‭RT‬‭for‬‭a‬‭data‬‭center.‬‭Rezoning‬‭will‬‭benefit‬
‭primarily‬‭1‬‭landowner‬‭in‬‭the‬‭township‬‭to‬‭the‬‭detriment‬‭of‬‭the‬‭township‬‭residents‬‭who‬‭are‬‭not‬‭in‬
‭the‬‭rezoning‬‭request‬‭for‬‭some‬‭of‬‭the‬‭following‬‭reasons.‬

‭1.‬ ‭It‬‭appears‬‭that‬‭the‬‭State‬‭of‬‭Michigan‬‭does‬‭not‬‭allow‬‭entities‬‭like‬‭our‬‭township‬‭to‬‭tax‬‭the‬
‭equipment‬‭and‬‭inventory‬‭inside‬‭data‬‭centers‬‭as‬‭they‬‭do‬‭for‬‭other‬‭companies‬‭in‬‭the‬
‭township.‬‭At‬‭the‬‭Switch‬‭data‬‭center‬‭in‬‭Kent‬‭county,‬‭the‬‭Kent‬‭Intermediate‬‭School‬‭District‬
‭and‬‭Caledonia‬‭School‬‭District‬‭had‬‭to‬‭go‬‭to‬‭court‬‭to‬‭be‬‭able‬‭to‬‭collect‬‭property‬‭tax‬‭but‬
‭could‬‭not‬‭tax‬‭the‬‭equipment‬‭inside‬‭the‬‭building‬‭per‬‭the‬‭State‬‭of‬‭Michigan‬‭Treasury‬
‭Department.‬

‭2.‬ ‭Research‬‭from‬‭the‬‭University‬‭of‬‭Michigan‬‭(attached)‬‭has‬‭shown‬‭there‬‭is‬‭little‬‭benefit‬‭to‬
‭municipalities,‬‭schools‬‭and‬‭residents‬‭when‬‭data‬‭centers‬‭move‬‭into‬‭an‬‭area.‬

‭3.‬ ‭Data‬‭centers‬‭consume‬‭tremendous‬‭amounts‬‭of‬‭water‬‭and‬‭electricity.‬‭The‬‭bulk‬‭of‬
‭residents‬‭in‬‭our‬‭township‬‭use‬‭well‬‭water‬‭that‬‭can‬‭be‬‭affected‬‭and‬‭we‬‭are‬‭sure‬‭the‬‭board‬
‭is‬‭aware‬‭electrical‬‭service‬‭is‬‭interrupted‬‭any‬‭time‬‭we‬‭have‬ ‭severe‬‭weather.‬

‭4.‬ ‭The‬‭lack‬‭of‬‭transparency‬‭about‬‭the‬‭request‬‭is‬‭troubling.‬‭The‬‭residents‬‭who‬‭own‬‭the‬
‭parcels‬‭above‬‭were‬‭required‬‭to‬‭sign‬‭NDA’s.‬‭We‬‭assume‬‭the‬‭commission‬‭and‬‭board‬‭had‬
‭to‬‭do‬‭the‬‭same?‬‭Why‬‭should‬‭township‬‭residents‬‭be‬‭kept‬‭in‬‭the‬‭dark‬‭and‬‭allow‬‭the‬
‭commission‬‭and‬‭board‬‭to‬‭make‬‭a‬‭decision‬‭to‬‭rezone‬‭when‬‭apparently‬‭the‬‭owner‬‭of‬‭the‬
‭bulk‬‭of‬‭properties‬‭initiated‬‭this‬‭request‬‭and‬‭has‬‭full‬‭knowledge‬‭of‬‭what‬‭company‬‭wants‬‭to‬
‭build‬‭the‬‭center‬‭and‬‭its‬‭impacts.‬

‭5.‬ ‭My‬‭parents‬‭bought‬‭a‬‭farm‬‭on‬‭Marr‬‭Rd‬‭in‬‭1960‬‭and‬‭raised‬‭11‬‭children‬‭on‬‭that‬‭farm.‬‭Lisa‬
‭and‬‭I‬‭built‬‭our‬‭home‬‭in‬‭1990‬‭abutting‬‭that‬‭farm‬‭and‬‭raised‬‭our‬‭family‬‭here.‬‭We‬‭do‬‭not‬



‭want‬‭the‬‭zoning‬‭to‬‭change‬‭the‬‭rural‬‭atmosphere‬‭of‬‭our‬‭township‬‭and‬‭ask‬‭the‬‭commission‬
‭and‬‭board‬‭to‬‭reject‬‭this‬‭request.‬

‭Sincerely,‬

‭Paul‬‭and‬‭Lisa‬‭Fergus‬
‬
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