
































































































Lynn Delamielleure 
3494 N. Burkhart Road 
Howell, MI 48855 
 

9/19/2025 

Howell Township Board & Planning Commission 
3525 Byron Road, Howell MI 48855 
 

Dear Members of the Howell Township Board and Planning Commission, 

I write as a resident living in close proximity to the proposed rezoning request (below) and I strongly oppose it. 

File #: PC2025-20 and File #: PC2025-21 
PETITIONER: Stantec Consulting Michigan, Inc. 
Parcels #: 4706-07-100-003, 4706-07-200-018, 4706-07-100-004, 4706-07-200-017, 4706-07-300-007, 4706-
07-300-008, 4706-07-300-006, 4706-07-400-005, 4706-18-100-003, 4706-18-100-004, 4706-18-200-003, 
4706-18-200-002, 4706-18-400-002, 4706-18-400-003, 4706-18-400-001, 4706-18-400-021, 4706-07-200-
003, 4706-18-400-017, 4706-18-300-002 

The request to rezone these parcels from Agricultural Residential (AR) to Research and Technology (RT) 
zoning carries significant risks for the community, environment, and surrounding residents. 

Reasons for Opposition 
 

1. Per Article XXIII and Section 23.02, the Board must determine consistency with the Master Plan before 
approving any rezoning. The Howell Township draft Future Land Use Map designates the subject 
parcels as Agricultural Preservation. The Township Master Plan states the following regarding the 
Agricultural Preservation future land use classification: “These areas are intended to remain rural. 
These areas are intended to maintain the existing agricultural lands in the Township. Housing in these 
areas should be on large lots to keep density low. The area planned for AP includes the majority of the 
Township. In addition to preserving large swaths of active farmland that helps to support the agricultural 
industry in the community, these areas also help to maintain the existing character that many Township 
residents identify as what they feel is most important about the community.” Therefore the zoning 
request from AR to RT conflicts with the plan and should be denied, or the plan should be amended 
first with full public process. 
 

2. Environmental Damage and Loss of Wildlife - Rezoning to RT opens the door to large-scale industrial 
and data-center type facilities that destroy farmland and wildlife corridors. Michigan environmental 
groups warn that these projects eliminate habitat, increase impervious surface runoff, and can 
discharge heat or pollutants into waterways (Huron River Watershed Council). 
 

3. Water Use and Potential Contamination -  Data centers and similar technology facilities consume 
massive amounts of water. Reports show average centers use over 1 million gallons per day for 
cooling, straining aquifers and municipal systems (Bridge Michigan). Wastewater and heated discharge 
further threaten aquatic life and groundwater integrity. 
 

4. Energy Demand and Grid Reliability -  Michigan already faces reliability issues with frequent outages. 
Data centers impose enormous electrical loads that worsen strain and can degrade power quality for 
nearby residents. A University of Michigan policy study warns this level of energy demand forces 
utilities to keep fossil plants running or build new ones, undermining clean-energy goals (STPP Ford 

https://www.howelltownshipmi.org/contentfiledata/download/35
https://milivcounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/May-PC-Packet-1.pdf?
https://www.hrwc.org/data-centers-are-coming-to-a-watershed-near-you/?
https://bridgemi.com/michigan-environment-watch/report-states-like-michigan-simply-not-prepared-for-data-center-water-demand/?
https://stpp.fordschool.umich.edu/sites/stpp/files/2025-07/stpp-data-centers-2025.pdf?


School). 
 

5. Property Values and Community Impact -  Property values near industrial technology projects typically 
decline due to noise, glare, traffic, and degraded surroundings. While developers promote supposed 
tax benefits, Michigan’s nonpartisan fiscal analysis projected over $90 million in state and local tax 
revenue losses by 2065 tied to data center incentives, with limited job creation (Planet Detroit). Local 
residents bear the costs while benefits largely bypass the community. 

Request to the Board 
Given the scope of this petition, I respectfully request the Board and Planning Commission to deny rezoning 
from AR to RT for the subject parcels. At minimum, the township must require: 

Issue Proposed Requirement Law/Ordinance/Regulation Be Adopted/Enforced 

Environmental impact, water 
use, wildlife, habitat protection 

Require a full Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) prior to rezoning, 
covering water draw, wastewater 
discharge, wildlife habitat, effects on 
wetlands, heat discharge, etc. 

Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Act 110 of 2006 (MCL 125.3201 et seq.) 
gives townships power to regulate land uses to protect public health, 
safety, welfare, natural resources and conserve natural resources and 
energy. (Michigan Legislature) Also requires compliance with 
state/federal wetland protection laws (e.g. Clean Water Act) and local 
wetland ordinance if present. Include Michigan Public Act(s) for 
enterprise data centers (e.g. House Bill 4906 / Public Act 207 of 2024) 
which require data centers to adopt practices to mitigate negative 
environmental impacts, including water reuse, renewable power, etc. 
(Michigan Legislature) 

Electric infrastructure & energy 
demand, grid strain 

Require proof of adequate electric 
capacity, reliability, and no degradation 
of service to existing customers. Also 
require binding contracts or rate 
structures so other ratepayers do not 
subsidize utility upgrades. 

From the report What Happens When Data Centers Come to Town? (U 
of Michigan Ford School & Michigan Environmental Justice Coalition) 
suggesting that states/localities should mandate energy audits, 
renewable energy integration, enforce transparency in energy usage, 
regulate utility rate-hikes to prevent cost-shifting. 
(stpp.fordschool.umich.edu) Also Michigan legislature is considering 
legislation (and some passed) that requires data centers to draw from 
municipal water systems, and to ensure residential energy customers are 
not subsidizing lower rates for data centers. (Planet Detroit) 

Water usage and potential 
contamination 

Require water-use plans, including 
sources (surface, groundwater, 
municipal), treatment of wastewater or 
cooling discharge, reuse or recycling of 
water, limit on heat discharge, and 
monitoring/reporting. Adopt ordinance 
to require these for any RT zoned 
development. 

Public Act 207 of 2024 / HB 4906 includes provisions encouraging 
conservation, reuse, recycling of water, use of reclaimed water, 
partnering with utilities, etc. (Michigan Legislature) Also the “What 
Happens When Data Centers Come to Town?” report advocates such 
requirements. (stpp.fordschool.umich.edu) 

Noise, lighting, traffic, 
externalities, property value 
protection 

Adopt local ordinances or update the 
zoning code to include noise 
ordinances (decibel limits), lighting 
control, traffic mitigation (hours, truck 
access), buffer zones, setbacks, 
screening, etc. Also define property 
value protection (ensuring neighboring 
residential properties are not unduly 
harmed). 

Michigan’s Noise-Related Statutes allow local control via ordinance, 
including limiting outdoor decibel levels. For example MCL 691.1542 
covers rules or regulations adopted by the state for limiting noise levels 
in an outdoor atmosphere. Local noise ordinances (such as those in Clio, 
Michigan, or Orleans Township’s Noise Control Ordinance) show 
examples of noise disturbance definitions and enforcement. (Michigan 
Legislature) Also under Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, zoning 
ordinances must be made with “reasonable consideration … for the 
conservation of property values.” MCL 125.3203(1) mentions 
“conservation of property values and natural resources.” (Michigan 
Legislature) 

https://stpp.fordschool.umich.edu/sites/stpp/files/2025-07/stpp-data-centers-2025.pdf?
https://planetdetroit.org/2025/02/ai-environmental-impact-data-centers-michigan/?
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Act-110-of-2006.pdf?
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/publicact/pdf/2024-PA-0207.pdf?
https://stpp.fordschool.umich.edu/sites/stpp/files/2025-07/stpp-data-centers-2025.pdf?
https://planetdetroit.org/2024/09/michigan-data-center-legislation/?
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/publicact/pdf/2024-PA-0207.pdf?
https://stpp.fordschool.umich.edu/sites/stpp/files/2025-07/stpp-data-centers-2025.pdf?
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=mcl-691-1542&
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=mcl-691-1542&
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Act-110-of-2006.pdf?
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Act-110-of-2006.pdf?


Transparency, reporting, 
enforceable conditions 

Require binding, enforceable 
conditions in the rezoning decision, 
with ongoing reporting (energy use, 
water use, noise, outage impact). Also 
require that site plan approval includes 
conditions; require special land use / 
performance guarantees. 

Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Act 110 of 2006: sections concerning 
Special Land Uses (MCL 125.3502) and Site Plan Submission and 
Approval (MCL 125.3501). These allow the township to impose 
conditions, enforce compliance, require guarantees, etc. (Michigan 
Legislature) Also Public Act 207 / HB 4906 requires that data centers 
applying for tax exemptions must maintain certain reporting to the MSF 
(Michigan Strategic Fund) including water, energy usage, and invoices. 
(Michigan Legislature) 

 

Conclusion 
In considering File # PC2025-20, please note a nearly identical rezoning request in nearby community Saline 
Township that was recently denied on September 11, 2025, after residents and officials cited the same 
concerns outlined above. The petitioner’s request for the subject parcels not only conflict with the township’s 
master plan and future land use map (which emphasizes conserving agricultural land and sensitive resources, 
and weighs against converting large tracts of farmland to RT for high-intensity technology uses) but 
jeopardizes our communities farmland, water, wildlife, electric reliability, and property values. These risks far 
outweigh any speculative economic benefit. I urge the Township to stand with its residents and reject this 
rezoning request. 

 

Sincerely, 

Lynn Delamielleure 

 

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Act-110-of-2006.pdf?
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Act-110-of-2006.pdf?
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/publicact/pdf/2024-PA-0207.pdf?
https://thesuntimesnews.com/saline-township-board-denies-rezoning-request-for-data-center/






















Todd Moore 
4450 Indian Camp Trail 
Howell, Michigan 48855 
September 19, 2025 

Howell Township Planning Commission 
3525 Byron Road 
Howell, Michigan 48855 

Dear Members of the Planning Commission, 

Regarding file #PC2025-20 and #PC2025-21, I am writing to express my strong opposition 
to the proposed amendment of the zoning ordinance and map that would rezone the 
following parcels from Agricultural Residential (AR) to Research and Technology (RT): 

• Parcel #s: 4706-07-100-003, 4706-07-200-018, 4706-07-100-004, 4706-07-200-017, 
4706-07-300-007, 4706-07-300-008, 4706-07-300-006, 4706-07-400-005, 4706-18-
100-003, 4706-18-100-004, 4706-18-200-003, 4706-18-200-002, 4706-18-400-002, 
4706-18-400-003, 4706-18-400-001, 4706-18-400-021, 4706-07-200-003, 4706-18-
400-017, 4706-18-300-002. 

The sole purpose of this rezoning is to accommodate the construction of a commercial 
data center, and I believe that such a project in this location is both inappropriate and 
harmful to the community, the environment, and the future of the area. 

Concerns: 

1. Destruction of Agricultural Land: 
As someone who has lived in this area for many years, I am deeply concerned about 
the impact this rezoning will have on the rural character and agricultural value of the 
land. These parcels are currently used for agricultural purposes and converting 
them to commercial use will permanently alter the landscape and remove fertile 
land from production. This is especially concerning given the increasing importance 
of preserving agricultural land in the face of population growth and the demand for 
locally sourced food. 

2. Environmental Impact: 
The environmental consequences of a large data center in this rural area cannot be 
overstated. Data centers consume enormous amounts of electricity, typically 
relying on non-renewable sources, contributing to greater carbon emissions. The 
water consumption and the potential for local water issues, including groundwater 
depletion, are well-documented concerns in areas with data centers. Additionally, 



the noise from cooling towers, backup generators, and other equipment would likely 
disrupt the surrounding natural environment and wildlife, potentially harming local 
ecosystems. 

3. Noise Pollution: 
Having worked in a data center myself, I am familiar with the level of noise generated 
by cooling systems, backup generators, and other machinery required to maintain 
operations 24/7. The constant hum of cooling fans, the roar of backup generators 
during testing, and the general mechanical noise will be intrusive, especially for 
nearby residents. This is not the type of noise that belongs in a quiet, rural area 
where people seek peace and solitude. 

4. Health Concerns: 
The electromagnetic fields (EMFs) generated by large data centers, particularly the 
low-frequency noise (ELF), have been the subject of growing concern due to 
potential health risks. While studies are still ongoing, the proximity of residential 
homes to such a facility may put residents at risk for long-term health effects, such 
as increased stress levels, sleep disturbances, and possible long-term neurological 
issues. 

5. Increased Electricity Demand: 
Data centers consume vast amounts of electricity, and it is well-known that 
neighboring areas often experience power grid strain as a result. For the residents in 
the nearby vicinity, this could lead to more frequent power outages, brownouts, or 
higher electricity bills. Furthermore, any planned expansions of the local power grid 
to accommodate the data center would likely increase infrastructure costs and put 
a strain on already limited resources. 

6. Limited Employment Opportunities for the Community: 
Another key concern is that data centers typically do not provide many full-time, 
permanent employment opportunities for local residents. While these facilities may 
require some technical staff for maintenance, the majority of the workforce is often 
highly specialized, requiring specific expertise that may not be readily available in 
the local job market. This limits the potential for a data center to truly contribute to 
the local economy or provide meaningful employment opportunities for the 
surrounding community. 

7. Loss of State Revenue Due to Sales Tax Exemption: 
Additionally, Michigan Public Act 207 of 2024 grants a sales tax exemption on data 
center equipment, which could result in a substantial loss of state revenue. This 
exemption applies to the sale of data center equipment to operators of qualified 



data centers, including equipment used in the operation and installation of such 
centers. While this tax relief is intended to incentivize data center development, it 
effectively removes millions of dollars in sales tax revenue from the state. 

This revenue loss, which could have been used for state services and infrastructure, 
significantly diminishes the financial return to the state and potentially the local 
community. This raises further concerns as the local area would still bear the 
environmental costs and infrastructure strains, while the state government loses 
out on tax income that could otherwise benefit public services. 

Conclusion: 

The decision to rezone these parcels for the construction of a commercial data center 
would not only drastically change the rural character of our community, but it would also 
bring with it serious environmental, social, and health-related consequences. The lack of 
substantial local employment benefits, coupled with the loss of state revenue due to the 
sales tax exemption, further diminishes any potential positive impact this project might 
have on our community. 

I strongly urge the Planning Commission to reject this rezoning proposal and protect the 
agricultural, environmental, and residential values that make this area special. Please 
prioritize the long-term welfare of the community over short-term economic interests tied 
to commercial development. 

Thank you for considering my concerns. I look forward to your response and to 
participating in any further discussions regarding this matter. 

Sincerely, 

 
Todd Moore 
4450 Indian Camp Trail 
Howell, Michigan 48855 
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